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P rtf ace 

A h iKviTATiOKte d*llv«r th« M&liartjt S«y«Ji 
Kao C«ld«o JubllM L«clurM to miW 
u an lnc«Bt{va to ergviiM and Rcord wm« tbou^hta 
on tho Baity and cooKnulty of lodlan eullart. Tho 
Aral two chapun of tblj book ut >ub»Unl(klfy th« 
uni« aa the l^areo delivered aad soon alter published 
under that Foundation. I wish to place oa record my 
gratefulnees for the beaour eonierred by Barod&’a 
invitation ar^d the opportunity it oSered to etrsa some 
aspeota ei Indian dviluadoa which arc oftea nefiacted 
in our traditional hUtorfea. 

India i» Mo ^ a country to be eumoed ep In any 
aim;^ formula. Her lonf and chequered history lenda 
itself to diveree and at limea contrary mterpnUtlona. 
Complexity and variety are inevitable in lo vast and 
ancient a land and thM who seek to street and per* 
patuata diflerincae may find enflicienl material to Justify 
thair iund«p«nt. And yet there Is a unity of ipirft 
underlyinf the multiform manifeelatlena of Indian life. 

To the world outside. India is oftsn represented as 
e etege for the eoofllct between Hindus and UusUms. 
and the pomp and ps^utry of prince and prinealins. 
They fotm but a small part of ths story reeerdsd bare. 
The omiselon is not secldental bol deliberate. Consi¬ 
dering the expanse of the country and the duration 
of ber history, the vasteesa of tha population and tbe 
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stringency of their itniggla for existence, communel 
fricrions sre few and fsr between wbUe prince end 
prlncelinf seem but mere bubbles on the suriees of 
IndiAQ life. The record o( eommone] Jealousy end 
condiet psiee Into inii^fiesnee when one thinks of the 
friendship end kjndlinne that leneihlly mark the 
relations of (he oommunlties. The pomp end pe^ntry 
of the prineee fade into nothinineei afeixist the back¬ 
ground of the silent end masclve flow of the dumb and 
inert massee. In the 1 ob$ run, they and their life alone 
matter. 

The contemporary world la tom with the clash of 
rival ideas and ideolofiee. Immediate diHerences often 
coitceal fundamental needs and ideals. India sought 
to recondlc dlSereneos without suppresring individual 
points of views. She built up a unity of spirit which 
has survived without the aid of physical compulsion. 
Wo can serve India and humanity best if we seek to 
discover that unity and base on it out attempts to 
create a new India out of old values and traditions. 
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Fr^faci to iho Third Edition 

T hi ksckptick fiv«n to thii brlot otudy in 
Indian bUtory and caUan, orlflntUy publbbod 
Mnder tb« titU Q**' HttUH*’ txmdti my londMt 
up«eUtlon. I am Jwonly aww* of it» iborteomlnp and 
know that many of my >urt«tion» and bypotbiaea art 
not included in iKo accepted hUtortcal iradilion. Far 
aiore detailed atudy and reejoteh tbaa I could nndarlake 
will be needed before a final deci^n on them can be 
taken. In cedtf to provoke tboufht and ehaUan^e 
what appear to be matt mytbe, I have at timea 
axpreeead my viewa more cattforicaUy than may be 
warranted by our currant Information. It is howaver my 
conviclion that the picluta of lodUn cultore I have 
attempted to draw b by and large tniar to ibe facta 
than tbo atory of Uw eoaflicte ©f a few political 
penonaJitMa which eo often paaeae m Itidian hlelory. 
It b my mreeet hope that mere careful and competent 
hbloriana will taka up the elody In |mtec detail and 
help In providing a tme a.id comprebeodve hJelory of 
iba Indian people. 

Uany of thoee who have favoured me with thaif 
vlewf have tuggeetod the addition of a new chapter. 
While they welcomed tho empkaeb on the proceea of 
cultural unification, they felt that a brief amount of 
the political avtnta wo^ be ueaful to ihoaa who era 
unfamlUar with Indian Ustory. It would bava been 
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impos^bls wltbiA the evaileble time nod »pftce t« 

B lull Bccount of the politiciil history of lodls* but I 
bavr tried to nppiy t bere akeletoA of events in An in* 
troductory lurvey. 1 have Also Added A brief poeteeript 
on some tendencies which beve beooae eleer only elnee 
independence* 

I mult however ripeet whnt I eeid in the prefnee 
to the Ant edition of the book. Whet mAtton in 
IndiAn bUtory Is not the etory of the olAsb A&d conAlet 
of prince and priaceUng' bat the silent And raAssive 
flow of the bfe of the peo|^ which hAS built And is 
buildlfif ap in IndiA a common humAnity oot of a 
diversity oi ractt« claae. reli^ons, lutgua^, costome 
and creeds. 

1 wish to tbAnk Dr. P. C. QlAlffavAfty for some 
valQAbk sugfesiions with regard to the Introdoctioo, 
Hy danghiec helped me by checking the dates exkd 
reading the proofs. Last but not least* I am grateful 
to Dr. John Ouy Fowlkes for the great interest he has 
taken in the preparation and prodoetion of this edition. 

KUHAVVM Kabib 

Now Delhi 
15 Sifttmitr. X9U 
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Introduction 


A b RI B P Mmmtry of the political hbtory of India 
may b« helpful in undentudini tlia procaat 
ol cultural unlileation whkh U raeorded in thlj vtady. 
Indian hlatory can ba trac^ back to ovar 5M0 yean 
and it ia obvious that no adsquate account can be given 
within the compaM of a (ow pages. Even span (rocs 
the limiHtiOQ of space, tho bme has perhaps not yet 
come to write a foil history of the political and sodal 
liic of the Indian people. Twentyfive years ago, books 
on Indian history b^n their story with the advent 
el the Aryans, To this day. our knowledge of tbe 
period before doo b.c. is incompkie and sketchy. N<« 
are the dlRKultios of the historian conhned to the ancient 
period. We have fairly adequate records of what 
happened after tbe Uusliras appeared on tbs scans. 
Of what has often bean dasaibed as the British period, 
the accounts are even rncre numeroua. The events 
are. however, still toe near us to permit aa ob^tive 
and dispasslonata itudy. For the porposa of this 
book, all that wa naad la a skeleton of events. It Is 
hoped that this bars record of facts may serve as a 
frame cf reference for those who are not familiar with 
tho story of India. 


I 

Recent docovanea Indicate that round about 3000 B.c. 



then wu e developed eiviliMtioa la tbe north'Weeiero 
and northern refiorte of India. Popularly deecribed 
u tbe Indue Valley dvUieatiob, we had till recent timee 
evidence ol iu exietence oidy is Mohenjodaro and 
Harappa. In the laet decade, tneei of tbie dviUeetion 
have bowevef been found In the Sutlej Valley, in Jaiaal> 
mor in Rajaelhtn and aa far eouth ae Lolbel near 
Ahnedabad. It now iMloa clear that thk ancient 
dvilieaUon wae not confined to the valley of the Indee 
but tttd epread east and south acroea half the Indian 
sutxontinent. 

Who the people of Uobenjodaro and Harappa were 
and where they came from cannot be said with any 
certainQ' today. Ihe available reaiains indicate strl* 
king similariuea with tbe people ol Sumer, but hlst^ 
nans oSer differeDt explanations of tbe simiJanty. 
Some are of the view that the ovilisatioD spread westwards 
from Che Indus bads till It reached (he banks of the 
Euphrates and the Ti^ru. Others hold that it came 
to India from Sumer. Be that as it may. it had round 
about 3000 n.c. attained a high degree of maturity. 
One is thus justified in holding that id beginniDgs must 
go back perhapf another 500 yean. 

^ The Indus Valley civilisation is the first recognieaUe 

V ingredient in the development of Indian eidture. Ite 
influence has pereifted to this day and led aome hlelo> 
riani to declare that it li the (rue progenitor of modern 
India. This claim may be exaggerated, but it is the 
exaggeration of a truth. Tbe historic culture of India 
has in some important respects deviated from this 
ancient pattern. The Uohenjodaro civilisation appears 
to have been primarily urban while Indian life through 
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th« ceniuhfiB hu flowed mtuUy la rural chiinrwiH. 
Tracec of it« inflaeoco bowevor penltt io the way o( 
lii« ot tbe people. Forme of dre«e, oteneiU aad poiUry 
whlcb are stiU In um flo back to the Mobenjodaro daya. 

It baa bean »u(ce«ted that eoiso of tba nUflloni beU^a 
current today—the cult of the mother foddoM* the 
reverenca for the oow, and the wenhlp of Siva^aM 
beck to thla ancient culture. 

^ Aeeordiog lo one bypotheaia. the siceC Importaat 
influence of tble oviUeatlon i» to be found in the padflet 
icmpar of the Indian people Asyaas In other parte 
of the world beve not been apecieliy remarkable for 
pocifism. lo fact, they have ^ually boea noted 
for their wailtke <juably and temper. It may therefore 
be doubted il the prevalent Indian attitude to war 
and violence ie derived from the Axyaiis. The people 
of Harappa and Uebeojodaro seem to have developed 
4 paciflat attitude which accordii^ (a some historiau 
was one main naaQll.£a£_lbfik.^fifAL.ai^iba-bandg-o(^ 
t he A»ana. In the scale of civilisation, the Aryans 
were perhaps inledw to tbe people of Uohanjodaro, 
but their more a^esdva character and their superiority 
in the art of warfare gave them ths victory. 

As far as is known, the Aryans started oorelnf Into 
India round about sooo a.c. This was not Inmigratlec 
on a msM scale aad there was probably no great mov^ 
ment of people*. They came in driblets aad trickled 
over many decades, U net centuries, through the otoen* 
talne that guard tbe aorth^waatem froniisrs of India. 
Tbay were a pastoral people and osltls seam to have base 
their chief wsellb even though their earliset venae 
contain many tefereaeee to agrkohuca. Unlike the 
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people of Uohenjodvo, tbey had probably leernl the 
«H ot iron end tamed the hoiv. Theae gave them 
nperiority in warien over the people of Uohen)odero 
and made Aryan oon^ueet ol India poeeible. 

The Aryane settled town in vilUgea and began to 
develop the pattern of rural life which has remained 
beetoally unebanged to this day. Thdr eocial Insti* 
tuUone, religions beliefs and ferras of woialiip were in* 
fluenced by what they found prevalent fa India but 
they in turn influenced the life of the indigenous people. 
It Is iiot certain if the Aryans brought the Vedas with 
them or composed the Vedie hymns after thdr arhval 
lA India. T.' ffff naiofitv of the 

t he Vedaj hgtame the rcpoaitorv of 
reUgioua latth. Ift fact, belief in God and the Vedas 
and in the traosiirigraUoQ of the soul are almost the 
only asticlm of faith for a Hindu. The Aryan influence 
is alto seen in the oceopational division of society into 
four major caste* and In the fourfold dlvi^on of the 
life of the Individual. The new Aryan society which 
developed in Irkdla between tfloo a.c. and tooo a.c. is 
to this day the basis of the life of the Hindus who 
conatitute tba vast majority of the Indian people. 

' There ara no regular hfetorloa of this early phene of 
Aryan aettlement in India. A ^ure of the life of 
the people can, however, be obtained from the epics 
and other Uisrature. Of the epics, tha most Important 
are the l^amaynna and the Hshebharata. The story 
of the Ramayara rvfers to an earlier period when tbe 
Aryans had not yet achieved tboir dominion over tha 
whole of India. In fact, some regard it as a record 
of the Aryan incurelon into south India. There is 
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insniioQ o( dti«t boilt by Aryaiu* but it is d«u thM 
the moet me^ifittnt dtiw were built wA inhebiied 
by non*Aryftn people. The mejority M the Aiyese had 
settled down to en a^rlcullonl life but there wu etiQ 
room for pioneedsf activity along the Irlngae of the 
Aryan Mltlament. 

( By the time of the MaliabharaU. practkaUy the 
whole of India had eotne under Aryan my. There 
were megnihcent eitiee built by the Aryaiu but the 
mejority of the people allLl lived ia the vilUgce. The 
pattern of life wu not very different from what oblaiiU 
to tbie day. Trade and commerce bad increteed but 
it is inttfeatinf to note that even at thUatage, the Asyaaa 
depended on non-Aryan architects and engineers for some 
of their moat amUtious projects. 

Rains and Xiisbna dominate these two epka but 
th^bistorica] period has not yet been definitely fixed. In 
fact, it is not even certain whether ftaira lym an iti. 
dividual or tha aoothfoda of kinnship. With regard 
to Krishna there are simitar doubts. It is, however, 
interasting to note that both Rama and Krishna were 
conceived u dark to complexion. The Aryans wen lair 
and in the earlier pHasu of their settlement In India, 
extremely proud of the fact. The contempt with 
which they referred to their dark^inned esemiu would 
bring joy to the moat farvatk votary of white lupremacy. 

|[.^Y n ^ceoied the dariMki nnwl ittfia 

iwl grtahn* m hcfOU aods i« "«»» It 

may however be regarded as an act of supreme states* 
manship whkh went a long way In winning over tbs 
native inhabllants of the land. 

As Kle becaiM more settled, social forms became 
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more ri^. occupttiontl divluon ol earU«r tixno 
Alewly 'MBkAod intQ cule. lliere wtt for tei; & strufsle 
(or primacy b«tVMn the Brahman or tha pticsily daaa 
azkd the KihtKriya or the warrior claw. In eoum 
of llfne« the Drahman woo and eatabluhed hlj domlnt' 
tion over the whole of society. The simpler naturaJiatIc 
jtiifien of the Vedas gradually ^ve place to Dnhmajiiscn 
with its emphaab on a primly class and elaborate ri¬ 
tuals of wonhip. Sartler Aryan polity was largely ele^ 
live and the society democratic. In cowae of time, 
they gave place to slates that weia toonarchic and 
aocietias that wen hierarchical both la sprit and form. 

With the a^ of the Buddha and Mahavira we come 
ioto blatorical tlmea. Round about the abth centory 
i.c., than appeon to have been a great latePecti^ 
and spiritual ferment throughout the v*ho]e_of the tba 
Icaowp world. Crtnftiriiit in C^hin^ ^nA i>-- 

IrwT. —i^r nt t>u» RiA<h« ThlS 

was also the period which saw an outburst of s qirituaL 
f gvour among the Jewf__ of Palestme^ Whatever be 
tba~reeaona lor this spiritual affloreecance it led 
to religious movements which have had far*naebing 
induencs on the history of man. Ws are rtot concanied 
la this brief study with the influence of Confudus or 
Zoroaster. It Is enough to point out that ^he impact 
of the Buddha has been one of the most sifniheant 
in the history of man. Hia wu perhaps the Ant attempt 
to solve the myiraiv tarma 

Afid wd thaut p^urae to mvsUdsm. Ha smphasUed 
good i***l^** t_the eigh tfold wa y by 

man Hyf gt r*g 7 T T"*** He broke away 

from o&ia|tet^and the rig^tirg^fc^te^whlch had become 
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chtncterlstie of lodinn sod«ly. HU uiflimice 4 id 
aot ranftJn con^Md to Indit but In <ouzm of time spKUd 
UtTougboul the vorld. ^ 

The hnt deAidte date which helpi to fix lodiia chro* 
nelofy wee the Inveaion of AlexenderJo tefi a.c. Alex* 
wider did net penetrate fer into Indie but ee t rmU 
of hU invMion. e vreet dee! of infennetion tbout Indk 
becenie oveUeUe to the weetera world. He hed brought 
with him e number of Greek philoeophen, icfeatiete 
end hiaterieTO. ArUtotle» It U uid. wiihed to dlecuae 
with ui lodlon phUoeopher the Indies solution to 
I ma of mctaphvBc s. Then is e l^ead tbet Alexeoder 
took ewey with him e number of Jiiilua_efilu]AQjo 
Mtisiy t he w«b «Mgher. It is certeic thet the 

eexlier contacts between western Asia and India were ' 
further developed as a result of Atea^ jg' a invaaloB. ^ 

The first empire in Indian history was established 
almost immediately after Alexander's withdrawal. 
There are earlier references to empres which unified 
India but these axe based on myth and kfend and we 
have no hUtorical record about them. Chandrafupta 
Uaurya was on the other hand a historical figure and 
organlaed a i^mplr a "’>»ich frem Afghanis* 

tan to i h^lMfdftre ^ a^ipi Ha maintained a large 
and w sU-aquipped army and introduced the systan 
of govenunent by coiu^lone. Seperats eommisalons 
and eommittees were in charge of dearly <lamar$atad 
functions of adminiitrailon. ^rr^lJ 

(yasificce. Ha r^^ envoys from foreign klnp 
tod we have in the repoK of Hegasthanss, tba Greeks 
the first foreign accouat of Indian life and inatilutieas ^ 
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It iB held that muiy of the ianovutiras ixt goveroxnent 
wer« Introduced by the Priros Minuter, Chanekye, 
who hu been identided with Keutllyt, the euilror 
of «h* Th^in tTtt*iW 

Under Chendrifupte'e fnndion, Aeoka, almeet the 
whole of Indit wee brought under the »way of the 
MeuryBA empire. Asoke hai left edicU in dlHerent 
parte of India containing e xbpit atione to hie people. 
He ie reported to have undeKehen only one war. namely 
the conquest of Kailnga or modem Orieea. Kls emplrt 
ie however beheved to have been lergar In sire than 
that of hia father or grandfather. There ie no record 
of how ihie expaneioB of the empire took place. One 
explanation offered ie that big empire wae federal and 
many of the emaJIer border slaiee acceded volunUrily 
to the federation. 

Aaoka’s nile may be described as ^taevokot 
nakBD. He looked upon hintseU as the guardian not 

ipftreJ fad epyituel wetfera AiOka 
was a great champion of the Buddhist faitb and did 
everything he could to expand the Influence of Buddhism 
I in India and outside. There was however rvo diserlmi* 
nation against men who followed other religions and 
In one of his famous edicts. ^ «>..iy 

I mainly to his patronage that Buddhism spread beyond 
the ihorce of India. There are records of misaions 
sent by bim to Ceylon, western Asia and Egypt and 
it haa been suggested that hie misalens also visited 
Bu2Dta^^^ip^.Bftd.^spstfi. 

After Aseka*s death, the Mauryan empire gradually 
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broke up. The nasoni fer the <iec«y o( the Kauryan 
power are not fully known. One explaMtien offered 
ie that freah invaaioni froni the north*wcet took place 
at a time when India wee mlUtahlyveak. Thieweaknm, 
it la Mid, waa due partly to the long penod of peace 
enjoyed under the Meuryia and partly to the influence 
of B uddhiam w h<ch di>gmif»ed actiidUM. 

Whatever be the reaM, it Ie believed that the firat 
Ineuraien of the Baclilani into the Punjab 
round It waa not that there waa no re* 

lialance fr^ India. There ta evidence that Puahyamiiri 
puahed ~S4ck one of the Ba etr»Gre^k kipp. bu t the 
repulae wea temporary. Thla n proved by the existence 
of a number of Greek principalities in nerth*west India 
about thie time. One of the most well*known of these 
Indo-Gieek kiofs ie Mfiimidfir, popularly known in 
Bnddhitf mvlhfj<^v Wlinita 
The ix)ter*re8nun) between the fall of the Mauryan 
empire in ^tnry aft «hi» rige of tba 

r.uf»*> in p VMA 

fr,A MTti at kttat ao far aa north 
India waa c on c e r ned. With the weakening of the im* 
penal power, new tribes were eontiaually pouring 
After the GraeoBaclruna followed in quick succeaaien 
the Indo<Parthiana. the Sakai and the Kuihanaa. 
Thera wae a brief Interlude of comparative peace and 
coneolidatlon with the tetablUhment of the empire 
of Kaniahka In He wae a Buddhiet. had hie 

capital In Piii uahapu ni or modem ^h awar and ruM 
a vast empire from cqnlnl,^ll(^o the heart_ of Indi a 
It ij intcreatlng to nota that a etatue of Kanbhka dad 
in what eorreapooda to the modem achkan and pyjama 
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is the first evidence we heve of the Int radueioo of this 
.in Indi e. 

After the breek*Qp of KeolshkA's empire, there was 
•gain e period when sniAll pflneipeUtiee were ceotinuelly 
Aghtiag one enother. Scpme of these rulers were foreign 
in origin but were quickly ebsorbed in the Indien soeint 
hienrchy. The period of intemecfni war and dieorder 
■•Am* to an end only with the efteUlehment of the Gapte 
empire, like eorUer pcrlode of inperiil coneoUdation. 
this also wss marked by a freat ^"in.r»i 
which bee led some people to deecnbe the Guple period 
t rha golden aae of After the prekdinf 

unrest end uncertainty, the establishment of law and 
order under the Gapta’s must have come as a greet 
boon. AfTicolture end commerce flouriabed end there 
was an era of peace and prosperity throughout the 
land. There were also great developments lo almost 
all forms of art, dome of the fuest Indien eculptures 
date back to this period. This was also one of the 
greatest Samudra Gui>te . 

was not only e great con^oecoc but t giMt PAtWh ot - 
Chandra Gupta II, popularly 
as nJp** yjw.mftriiryo i» h«M to be 

the moel distinguished king of andcnt ilmes. Kalidasa, 
perhape tha graateat name in Senek^ Uterilure. is 
believed to have been his <ynaft«poet. 

Buddhism had (uffered a setback after the fall ef 
the Heuryan empire. By the time of the Guptas, it 
was no longer the wligian ol tha land. 

The Ooptaj ^ Htwitntm tmi thav did 

not [wacata the BuddhiAH. In ftct. both kings and 
the common people did eqoel honour to the Buddhbt 
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niaU and monlu and to th« priofUaadgoda o£ Hindulun. 
L<f« waa suTijUe but ipedwt. Tbe atato maintaioad 
law and ordar but the lawa ware and 
Of t the peoBle. Wa have an intaraatjof accouat of 
tha Ufa of the timaa in tbe. writinc* of Fahlan, the flw 
of a famoui aeriaa of ChlMia pUfrima who eama to India 
aa tha homeland of Buddhiam. 

Lika tha aarltar omplraa» tha Gupta ampin al»e bnka 
down parti/ on account of Intamal waaknaaa and partly 
baoauaa of attacks by tnna>lfidjan trtbai. India was 
agaio divided into a number of smaU pnacipaUUae. 
It haa bean raggwted that tha braak«up of the Gupta 
am^ was due to the Huns invasion of India Because 
thoB waa no unidad central power to oppose tha Invaders, 
they cama in joaeasif^ly larger numbers. Becaosa 
they appeared in larger numbers, the central authority 
was further weakened. Thera wan temporary checks 
to tbeaa invasioos but the invaders eontrnued to pour 
in. in s^te of the oppositioa of local rulers. Ipttfngiae 
struggles Mt only weakened there but also prevented 
a sujtainad and united stand against lbs (oretgn foes. 

In early seventh century, Xing Harsha again succeeded 
in Mtabliihing a unified ampdre la north India. Kla 
cllerU to extend his sway to tha south were however 
cheeked by Fulakeehin. There were thus two pewarfol 
amplrea In tha north and tha south which oflarad peace 
and aacurlty to the paopis. With the eetabllsbmant 
of law and order, tha arts of peace agaia flouriabad. 

m^rar(» of'peacTwas attompuM h^^gen^ prce* 
perity throughout India. its w, 

eminence w '■» «*»n wtrirfy-pfryikeii. Karaha 
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was A patiQO <3t bMh Bukflutn aid BfAhnnwiam and 
wftkgmed to Mb eowt Hiaen Tsaaf. pesfapt tba frMt* 
«»t <4 tba Chwef pOfrinH to India. H« bal lelt an 
ajcucmely {etanatiH n««<S «< ^ ^ HanU 

aa wcU w o( the Kla o< (be Indian people. 

TUI raeent dsnai. (bare baa bean alncat a wt pattern 
Id Indian batory. tbcre haea ban incBnioM of new 
iribea into India wbeoevar Om ecntim] pow« became 


j.. |K| T ^p f it«. lo fact, till the Paraeea 

^■¥1* to India in (be ei^Mb c e nt ^y a.v.. nooe of the 
ineomioc tribea bad been abb to ceaift tbe paill of Hin¬ 
duism. For one tbn^ cnaay of these tnbes did not 
have a d e re l oped caham of tbeir own. For another, 
the oeampetknal dt riaio as of Indtan sodety made 
it easy to fit them into an appaoiiiate ^aee in tbe 
Boeul itmenR. ««mn> onward 


tbo-£aj|BiU. They cn^oaDy refface tbe Kshattnyaa 
as tbe Tuliac and fifbtiaf caste. Tba term R^fuU 
bterally meun (be aoM of kifi^ Tbeir emph aan on 
royal orifio and tbeir iwwta n ca (bat (bey era (be descae* 
danrs of tba epee basoea have often aitneted cnananta. 
Uany butoriuM bdtov* (bat iiwnL,ftf 

I t| r ^of BecatMi (bey word naw> 

^cOMaTt^ wo (be more ani^itna to estabblb thdr 
indent |eieeek«y. Becaoee (bey bccane tba relinf 
caste only in recast tinwi, (b^ insistad the more 
ftroi^y on tbeir daacest from indent Idnp. . However 
(hat be, Iron aboot (be nint h, centnfv A.n^ tiB almoet 
tbe end of tbe tbe Rajpvts played an 
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icnportA&t role in tho political hiatory of northers lodie. 

History i» no »denc« and 4 oee sol permit any euy 
genenlisation. Noverthelees, one ruy refer to l«re 
breed trends which eheneterise the whole of this early 
period. The first is the slow but slesdy AryinlMtien 
of the lend. Once the Aryans hed sabjuftted end 
. absorbed the eerlln Indus VeUey people, they spreed 

throughout Ifldls end give to eB its people en uncniiisk* 
able Aryan stamp. The second is a pefeletent attemp t 
(Q p tiJticiI LfliM*- Startlflf ^th 

the mythical kings of the epiee, we come across r^eated 
efforts to establ:^ empira whkh would colndde with 
India’s farfiung boundahee. The Uaoryss and the 
Guptas all attempted the task and succeeded for briel 
periods. The material condltioos for such aiuAcsllcn 
had not however been achieved. This perbape axpbins 
why their success was shortlived.' 

11 

The histoiica] outline becomes oleanr and stronger 
during the medieval period but there is no natenal 
i cllStOge lo the pattern, ^Ifhly fpA prin. 

toi>ln QM for .I.nmmarv anon afttf 

>h> Pui.v.1^ TTirougbout the 

medieval period, the same story continood. A ma|o* 
rity of these chieftains belonged to different Rajput 
clans but a number of rulers were HuUma. Like 
MusUms outside India, they also had in their courts 
many chronielers and devotees of history. They have 
left elaborate records of both pcdliical events and the 
* condition of the people. In fact, Al Biruai's famous 

study is tho first complete accou&l of India cbtamabla 
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in nay Unciu^. It » only a imnre boow of 
isferaUioa oa «v«au and q mo nw b«t tha attaapU 
tn iAtvpraUtwa of Xi^iaa ovOiMtioB and eultura. 
Al BlfUM osauDaaU tm tbe graat dhmiCy e< ftltb 
and wfakb ha toaod ptavatet in tha coootry. 

They nn^ th« y«« noeima of tbo AdvaJta to 
ibe end« wonblp of tekbM by Um ccoinoo poopla. 
Sociaty divIM Mo OMtaa. Koitte aodaUy 
oor poUUol^ w (boa a a at k aal Mine. 

As Ift tha ^ of Dm AryiM. tba ioew^ of rba 
UiBUoa into India was abo sfmd o^ canturiea. 
We o(t«D of tba Anb taoBsioo of Sind is the 
of the aacbth canloty a.». aa the firat ap* 
poai«a» of tba Hoabma eo the ladiaa sUge. Sind 
becvne part cf the C aMohate of ia ?ia_AJ>. 

aod Ube other areas vu^ Arab o oiop ali oft . was largely 
freo Irom rehgiov permtioD or iotafeiaoce with the 
normal life of the peoffa. Tht Call's doeunioQ over 
Sind did oot last v«y k«4 b«t for abowt two caatoriea 
independot Umlim chiefi rwlsd tba eowtry. 

Sini may have bea (be ftrat Uoaliin priodpality in 
India but tbeir fttst ootpects in the country bad 


Ur Theta was pohapa no aostainod attempt 

at military coaqtMot. but as aa 637 A.O., an attack 
was mada «a Thana (aear Beabay). Olber rich porta 
Ifi weetero ladia M abo attracted Anb notice, but 
in the mata. they ase a tiaden isd stayed on to 
fonndcoioaimontbeWalaliareei*. lQfaet,itb|sMrally 
scented that tbe Imasdiale pu tpoe e of the Arab 
inva^ of Sind wie to safeguard trade routes with 
south lodb and Ce^oo. In eoerae of time the Afaba 
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beetme & Mzisidtfabl« fOTC« in tbcM r»eioQs. Aloitf 
with tnd* in gM<U, thsre wu coramefu Id idm. 
It hu beon lufgested thtt of of thi reuona tor tlu 
cflerMCCDM of nUgloui tnd phUoscphlcal tctlvltjr In 
thll louthmwl «om«r ef IndUi in th« olghth ond iac> 
cMding contMriM wu th« imptot of ft mw tnd oliM 
iforc* on thi Indifoneua eulturo. 

Except in thwo two centm of Anb ioftuonee, tbo 
Urf« D^ority of Muolim who cftmo to lodift in differont 
timoft were Tnrlu, Afghmsof oftoy vahetiee tDd Peniftse. 
Kftay of then were recent eonverte to Iitam and bed 
imUbed only eooie of the exteraile of Mutllm culture. 
Tble did not preveot them iron regarding tberaeelveo 
u the etanderd beaxera e( Islam. Uany ^ the Hindu 
temples were greet repo&itaoftfi of wealth. They were 
also at tima strong forts and occu^ed positions of 
strategic Importance. Their subjugation was often 
nectary for mlhtary reasons. At the same time, 
they yielded rich plunder (0 the victor. An attack on 
the temple was thns tempting to the invaders for various 
reasons. 

Tribes from Afghanistan and beyond were attracted 
by the labuloua wealth of India, They no doubt used 
ths name of religion to give a colour of respecubUlty 
to what were eisenUaUy plundering raidi, but the 
eharecter ol the raids belled their profeeslons. 7 ^ 
were lightning eitacki on temphs end forts followed by 
plunder of whatever could be carried away. Apart 
from sporadie raids, there were also oweafonal attempts 
to establish nrindoaKtlae. Tj^ mstS 

of thesa early in\adpr». Mahtny** ?! Ghntti. 

rnadft, many incursions into India, but his main purpeoe 
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aeenu to htve been to acquire wMltb and iaereaM his 
power in hU oura territory. Neither the Mteblish* 
1 raent of an Jadian empire nor the propegalbn of Islam 
\ in India wu hie inuaediate objective and even the 
I annexation of the Punjab was due more to military 
^ reasone than choice. The fact that there was no strong 
oentral power and the many small principalities were 
engaged in oonetant Aghts against one another made 
the task of thesa invaders comparatively easy. Never* 
thektt there were occasions of organised recHtance. 
but soperior genoral^ip and better horses gsve the 
invaders a dedsive advantsge In most trials of strength, 
11 wes in the last decade of the twelfth oootury that 
a Muslim chieftain made the first serious attempt to 
establish a kingdom in India. The internal jeilousias 
of a la^ number of petty princes leescoed the 
strength of combined reslstaoce. but even then the 
invaders did not have an easy entry. Shahabuddln 
was beaten back once but succeeded in defeating the 
king of Delhi in his second attempt. Like many other 
famous battles which decided the fate of India, this 
also was fought in the r^ion round about Panipat. 
s ema^Kty miles noTth»weet ol Delh i, 
v^utbuddln, at ftrel a slave but later the general and 
deputy ol Shahabuddia aitabhihed the first Sultanate 
of Delhi ia i4o6^ He and his generals subjugated a 
large part ^ nerth^m India but the <^t of the Delhi 
Sultanate can only so long as thore was a strong man on 
the throaa. Rule had to be autocraI|gJLJUl_fCkftkly 
miHty y. Commuaieatlons were difficolt and there wu 
ao strong edmiobtratlva,.systam. Constant cl^ange 
ia rulers did T>ot penrnt the growth of aUegianoe to any 
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paKieultf dynuty ksd in roost cams, tbe Idaf's cUim 
to loyolly dopondod on hi* aUitiiy powor. Ho wu 
thm forcod to rely on hi* fenerol(,aiid ia 'Vipy ^; yea. _ 
tiuee ^eneroJo owed only no n^intl t Uaeionce to the Iqm. 
Within Ml own OfWt, oeih lenerel or chief nled u a 
ini nlatufe prin ce. The syitom which developed moy 
be'refold is on Indian form of the ioode l -fvp[ em 
«>lh Irinf >« >h> p|i^t tirum4 e putohf oi , 

A ificceeelon of ruler* belonciof to different dyneetiee 
r>iiriwy »h. 

nirte dvi> ^n<*« ■*^ 1 fiinn rrver Tndii bat the 

cUira was in some cam not even nonuDol. Tbe chief 
aim of a aucceoeian of rukn was to eatn^ieh_tuljtary 
eupremacv i^r> pn**t <his 

differed from kin^ to kin^. Lar^ areas of eoath India 
were, except for brief perioda, governed by independent 
ruler* while outlyinc provinces like Bengal or Gujrat 
threw off the yoke of Delhi whenever they coaid. 
Though the Sultans of Delhi easuened the title ol S hah-o- 
AUia Of nilere of the world, a court wjt once described 
them rtpTh# ruler of the ximgeJP^Jisi, 

now the airport of Delhi. 

Alauddln Khiljl. who wae p(odaimsj_SulUlLJlL.2A9^ 
m gy be ■« r>La flret lliMlim amaerof of 

He ruled over almoet the whole of northern India end 
penetrated far into the eouth, After many eeeturiei. 

4 central power had again emerged whose writ ran 
through a majer part of India, Tltere was also a 
notable change in the ebancter of the admifustratlon. 
Alauddln aimed at tbe eetabUshment of a ***^1 
goveipment and in the puxauit of this end, he olteo 
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He MteblUhed e hereh lyetero of tdfninljtntion which 

wu )ot«nde<l to mthe the king eupreme, for Uke Hctuv^ 

J^U thi torn**** ^ 


i^t tk< 'finy Aft ft meftju to tUft eod, hft Mverely 
mtrfeted Ue opportunitiM of ftc^uiruc weelth end 
power by Kift aubjeete^ vrhather Mualim or Hindu. 2 n 
fftct, hie hand wu ct timu heevler on the MuftUme, 
(or he fell that they ware more likely to riae in revolt or 
oOurwiftft cftuee him trouble. Though be did not 
^beliehJMdftliea»bejuccicdl^jAJt2S£SiL£S£liUK^AL. 
pmnea the nohlea 

TOftTt Tnriie wftft'divided imoni^ ■ fmmb^p 
of *"*^n p«^Tflp^ii»i— The only diffaranoe wft 4 th&t 
in the letter period, a number oi the mien were HuaHma, 
Whether Uualim or Hindu, they fought ooe enothu with 
greet gusto on the slighteat provocation. It has been 
suggested earlier thetit was the love^ 

Ih* mffHf* th> Winljn. 

uiatAd£l.Jft.^lfidif» In fact, Ibaea etrugglea of rulers 
had little relation vrltb religioa. Sultan Hahmud and 
other early invaders freely uaed Hindu aoldien to fight 
tb 4 r Uuftllm rivals In auid Outside India. After the 
aatabliahment ol Kuallm principalltieft in India, the 
reliftoua colouring of these wars beeemes atill tbineer. 
fkOf the six score or more battles fought in India between 
A. p. yii and a. d, 2700, thaw 
w>^ BMTrti r*** 

After the establishment of ths Delhi Sultanate. 
Muslim generals who were sent out to conquer or rule 
outlying provinces declared their Indepsndanca at the 
earliest opporlonity. Since they couM maintain them* 







With ilu paM4^ of tkma aod the aleblieh* 
ment of new kinf<lMni» the tocee of teleretioa |«aed 
in etren^th. There were oeueionel Upeee end we 
reed of incident* wMeh eheek our modem eu ecepUbllit lee. 
but by end iirce. there wu ecoomaodetion amonf 
men of different fiJth*. gf lew ud 


In discos^l Muelim mien of Indie, we muet * 
member th*t the Mu&linu oeroe in *acceediii| waves. 
They were in meet eeeee emuea of fi^btuf men wbo 
did not brinf their women with them end took Ichel 
wive*. Afkio. in many case* the iltemativee for Indian 
pruonete oJ war were pemunent alay ery « acceptance 
r. t T«t«m Theee fact* combined with Litive pt yaiyti . 

led to the (mwth of a elwbie Uualuai.jaip^ 
t >on In the ccu ree of a few centurtee. Hladja eodal 
finte m*-were alie'rieonaiibk in th* 

nu mber of *lp»3tin t. TWe who" weM low in the 
•octiJ ace^ found in IiUa an opportuolty to atezl 
their dimity. The more iHialllvt amoB( the lodally 
priv3e^ were often attracted by Ite daraocratie 
appeal. Oaskles, Hindu aodely looked at 

released prisoner* of war and they often had no 
option but to Jotn the kfualim fold. Such largoecale 
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obMxption ol Hindus ^ovly chAn^^d tho chAioeter 
of Miulim society. Even thooo who hod origiiuily 
com from outefde (rodiiolly eamo to look upon them* 
Mlveo eo Indluts. There were mmy fnsiwices whore 
Muslims end Hindus of Indie combined to reoUt e 
Muslim inveder from eutslds. 

The reoJ consolidation of Muslim power In India 
WSJ achlovod only after Bebu won an om^rs et Ptnipel 
In 2506. Unlike lomo of tho earlier conquerors^ he 
had very dednlle ideee about tho H^ts aad dutiM 
of kinphip. As a descondent of Timor and Chengia, 
he claimed the whole ef Indie as part of his heritage. 
He was however too good a general to attempt a eonquMt 
et more than he could h^. Sveo after he had dec!* 
sively defeated Saj^ram Singh, he made no attempt 
to bring Raiputane under his rule. He was content 
to establish his dominion hrmly over the Puc^sb 
tl» Ffio" Tf^inA rvixi He did not live long enough 
to carry out the consolldatioo of the Empire but the 
principteo of future Mughal policy were derived from 
.his humane and tdnsAt attitude. In hb advice to 
hb son. Humayurt, he clearly laid down Ihiljht King 
"*“** Tfpa* "1^ aubiaeU equally. He made an ex> 
pUcit reference to the reUglou beliefs of Hindus ao^ 
asked Humayua ift.MipocL.tham. y 

There was an intaplml a ef Pathan power when Sher 
Shih reatored the DeUii Sultanate. He gathered under 
his banner a strong seelion of both Muslifos and Hindus. 

In fact, his victory over the Hughals may be regarded 
as a victory of the Indians over the foreigners. It 
is perhaps not f4r*fatehsd to derive hie concern for 
the welfare of the ordinary citizen from hie sense of 
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Indi&ft'XM*. In ftny c 4 M, bft minxJoMd itrikmf 
cbknita in almoti «very department of joveminent. 
In (he couTM of a briel but glortoue rule he laid the 
foundatione ol modem Indian oomTaonieatioo and 
revenue adminiatrelion. 

Akbar« (ha freataet of the MucheU, eoneolklatad 
the work initiated by Sher Sliah. He adopted and 
improved upon Sher Shah'e revenue eyetem. He abo* 
liahed the eystem of farminf out provlneee to iaudal 
Of military lorde and replaced it by an adminietrative 
•ervlee directly roeponeible to the caotnl ^vonment. 

KfeoKliQB, fi. dtftUtt* 


(um(v ei een ritt and tk. rrr,,>». 

tn >11 Toleration had beeo forced on many 

of hie predeces&oie by force of ctrcumstajices. This 
appUed pertkulaily to (ha priadp a]lttM_Jt iat__wefe 
in outlvirf area s. Bengal and Gojrat had 
kings vrere rsmaikably tolerant in thelc attitude to 
their non*Hualim eubiecie. Thii was equally true of the 
Bahn^ Kingdom and other pnneipaJitiee in the 
south. Akbar’s special diulnetion lies in his elevation 


Lika some of the greatest lodlae emperon of anti¬ 
quity, he also was full of a spirit of respectful daletonee 
t^aj^jl^gifina and had in hie nature a strong mysUo 
vein. He was. however, essentially a ruler and his 
was perhaps the first eonsdons attempt to formulate 
the eoncepUon of a See ular Slate . Me also initiated 
a liberal social and religious policy which aimed at 
I bringing about a fusion of the diverse elements which 
ioonsuiute tbe Indian people. In fact, be may in many 






TaSINDIANaiRITACB 

' nip««t9 b« >« fP»tA? n{ Ty^ia 

Tbfl Mughtl dynuty would hitv« been mnArfctble 
U It b4d producad only A Babu or in Akbar. In fact, 
ll predu^ flvo or ilx |«n«ntloni of eaciptlonilly 
4bl« man. Thli partly axpUina tha axlant and dun* 
Uon of tha Uuihcl omyire and tha hoUl (t hod on tha 
imifinatlon ol tba pao^. Ai.hT». 

lO Thoo|h 

wa cannot uy that be aatabiUhad tha rula of law, hla 
ratorma did to a lusa axtant raplaca pacacdulj]ila_t^ 
*n pui^ - Hu policy waa loUowad 
by his succoMon tUl the time oi Aurm^b who diflered 
imm Akbar in two important mpacts. Whila keep ing 
Ib^jjijjcy in his own eoottol. Alrbar had delega fd 
Wy pflwm to hia oacara and ran hii adiipj^ afratifta 

nr. a Kiiia /.f »ni»t AurUt^b COUld ItOt tXMSt OVOn 

has Own sons and tried' to control not only pobcy bat 
even the detalla of admisiatratlon. Auran^^b also 
differed radically from Akbax in his attitude towards 
hla aob^ecta, Akbar bad treated all of them wuaJv 
and offered every citisen an opportusity of aervlK^tbe 

( State. AurancMb could iMt treat even the Haslims 
on a basla of equality and naerved m Uc^ possible 
hie favour! only r«^^ «>»■ 

Auran^Mb'i policy oouU net have eerved as the 
baiia of a stable empire at any time. Tha axperleoec 
of bumana and tolerant rule under Akbar and his soo' 
c esiQf s made AuranfMb'i policy even lees aeeeptebla. 
Before the end of his reign, ha had alienated lat|S num* 
ban ifl almoet every seetioa of his subjects. Tha ffeateit 
oppoaitiMi from tha Rajputs who rinco Akbar's 
time had been one of ths major lopporters of imperial 


p«Ucy. Aorang:«cb alienated tb« sympathy of 
the ?enia& elemenU who till that tlma had supplied 
• Ui^ proportioQ el offleare at varloua levela in the 
imperial eystam, Aunnfsab'e own sona were out ^ 
•ympathy >rith hia policy. In apita of hU |faat aU* 
litie* aod exceptional Induatry. the fata of the Hacbal 
empire had been sealed even befere hla death in zyey. 

A new force had riaao in the eeuth in tb« Harathu . 
who undar tha leadmhlp of Sbivai< preaanted a new 
and lermldabla ehallense to Uu|hiJ power. Often 
defeated on the battleAeld, the Mantbaa were savar 
conquered and before Aoranpeb'e death they bad 
uAdemined the basic of Mu|ha] power. 

We can thus notice two clearly marked p h es ee in 
«h^^w*Topgvent of Mutlim powe^ in India. The Sol* 
tkoata \>a* Tfp 

.^.r, ^ it .ft bt COmM 

ol time . Aa with the Aryans in an earlier age. here also 
pcAttL-ailLSb^ ale^ Kulbyifdl and eaatww^ There 
was little if any conscious interference with the bfa 
of th^ vUlagers. Because the invaders ware few and 
coitcanlrated mainly in strategic towns and citfea, they 
did not in the earlier stagea demand anything more 
than tha payment of the taxes and revenuee. 

♦hf- hundred vaafi of tw. and peace t he M U itena. 

rhfouehout the eub-ccntinen * 
ftui oMn were te be fOMn >;< »h* UnKwr redcms, Aa 
their number increased and more of the local peopla 
cama into the Muslim foM. contact! betweet the Hlndns 
and HosUms were eeUUlahed at many peials. The_ 
i^f ihp .1.^ Impo^ptihly b&i. 

Ineuo^. The latter days trf iDelhi Sultanate had 
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■tartsd B proccM which reach«d lu culminiiion jn 
Akbu’fi (ime. With th« attbluhment of th« MughjJ 
Bfnpire b«$ui ba 6it. not oalv Gf_con>ol3d>t<fl" 
gult««l ■y niheiit tnd h^ n- Th* pn cm« $ iniiletod 
by Akbv'lR thd p»tt«m which penlati in India to 
tnu day. 

Th« MUhliihinent e( the Dellii Sultanato aloo mw 
9 many inicnftini [pnfwaHona And ovporlmenls in ad* 
mifUitratlon. Th« probiam throushoet waa for a tmall 
miAority to maintain dominloa ovor a lar^ majority, 
Alauddla Khllji*a attempt to run a centrallaed admini* 
atratioQ which would 

maaaes a rfiiniznum standard ol Ilia Is an interestiog 
precursor ^ modant eapehmenta In that direction. 
Hohammad Tughlak sought to Introduce leatjisr,c^ltency 
and even if he failed, initiated a development which 
has W QfMwidg appUrat^ftn tftdcv . 

A More important than these administrative relorms 
was the impetus given te the development of tbe modem 
Indian languages. Even belore the advent of tbe Mua* 
Urns, a fairly large volume of popular hterature had 
grown up in PrAWf yyA Pali Meat of the books In 
theee languages nay be traced to the influence ol tbe 
Buddha and Uaha>^ who preached to the people and 
spoke in a language they could undsratend. The main 
current ol literary worle however continued to fl^w 
through Sanglcrit. Whenever the Brthminical influence 
grew, the inportaoee of &aikzlLjQS£fi£Md. WheiT 
tbs Uuallmi appeared In India. *1111 **11711; 

iLjMtt i 1 i*at^ This powerful support of local languagM 
was thsRfore no lang«r_^tive, Ths patronage of a 
sueceasion of kings and its champiomhip by men like 


The position «u eompletsi; trsiuiomied afur the 
MUbliiKment of the Suliui&te. The UuoUtsa bad 
ao particular raaaon to favour Safiikrlt. In Aiet. in 
the oarlior atifeo tharo wu latont hoatiUtp to On 
the ena hand* they introdooed>£acauuL¥Ji]&IU)Ott<L 
of ^tha court. On thi other, they aought to wlaUiah 
clom conttcU with their Hindu suhJecU, and for thU 
the boM medium wu ebvioaely the local language, 
Government patronage for iancmpe like S^n g^ii Aaia 
back to tha .fftnp>a»nrh /^nriify ^ Within two hundred 
years of tha eetabliahment o/ M uslim r^ the loul 
languages had *paui.^ < tlir*‘*V " "*W ‘Iflii 
A lucceasiOQ of religious teachers and mints also played 
a very important role in this devetopoent. Spedai 
maniion may in this connection be nude of iTahir anA 
r.h^it^n. TtilakUa «iwt 

After Aurangteb'a death, India wu agaiii divided 
into a number cl priu^BlMwa, large and small. T&ese 
kingdomi entered into aliiencrs and fought one acother 
without any de^tm-princlplea. At one stage there 
eeenied a strong protebility that the HaraUua wnld 
eatabUah a uaih^ amaip* ii> Ta^. The adnunlstraO^ 
ability of tha Uaraihu was not howevar e^oal to tlwfr 
militas^ pnvrtu. They Appeared on the aewe ae ’ 
the •>>» HTaaBy_frf , 

^ daih i?tC 

their attitude towards ether Hlndue changed. The 
Moghal empire failed because Aursngteb eeavartsd 
friendly elements Eke AEfr^Eftlputs and the non*ladlsn 
Kualims Uaratha power wia never 

afpwp? rap y very brief 
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orvdtr Sbivtjl «nd hlj lmm«diBU »ucce«an, th« UinthAS 
wttt UTk»bl« to rettin the (rtsndebtp ftad conAdwco 
of wap the RtjputJ or the JeU. 

condition et the people remeined itrgtly 
unchtAierl throughout the Muelbn period. The evller 
Mwlim rulen were mtinly intereeted In roteinln^ their 
militery end political power. They did not interfere 
with the norma] life of the f Wig m rbrir mli 

jfM fh«llj^.—d. the ^nA 

j .Htice remain**! Iwelv loi^ eei yp re. 
Bv» Akbar'e reor^lMtion of r^enue and pSiriceJ 
•dfiuiuetratipn did not naterialiy elt er the aitoatio n. 
Ihe vilUgeia coniimiBd with their own ^way o( life. 
Afi that happened wae that in addition to the Hirdm, 
tbef« was now a cocnmumty of Mualima. Normally 
they ahared the Ufa ol their Hindu neighboured hot 
in moments of clash or conflict claimed special treat¬ 
ment in virtue of their a^alion with the rnkrs. 


HI 

The Ant contact between Intha and moderd 
Europe took place in 1^96 when Vaaeo da Gama drcWd 
the African continent and laodad at Calicut. The 
Portufuasa aatabliabed a small tradln| etation and 
were at Aret mare trader*, but frcm the very beglnninf 
they had imperial ambltioM. Student* of European 
biftory will remember that om reaaon why the Porta* 
gueae turned toward* the East wa* the PopalaaMmant 
nf yfai wn*^ h—Aa aeon aa there¬ 
fore they had gained a foothold, they aought to eetabUsh 
an empire In India, 

The Portugueae evoked no hoelUity when they fint 
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ewnft, but their eonduet Ud to cluba with the Indiwi 
people within e tew yew. It Memed Uhety tber tbey 
would be ptuhed oat when in « c 3 lorM In c 
in *^*** **** A»t^,AA tK« 

The victory wee not followed up endl 
Mxt yeir, they re^tebiiehed their nevil uciim«y. 
They, however, reelleed thet they hed Utile hope ct 
eelebliehinf en eenplre by direct eonqueet end beceme 
more cexetul end df cunu pect, Th^ ueed thU 
the technique of iotervantlofi In loceJ dleputei by sic 
with one local party or another and played upon 
rell^ove diflerencee of Hindua end Kualima wbeoeev 
they could. They abo built up a powerful aUUtary 
machinery by drilling and tralniof Indian troope under 
European o &c e r e. After a century of inlo^ and 
strufgle, they founded a kin|dofn on 
but in spite of all th^ efforts, they could not estabUah 
an Indian empire. In fact, one may almost say that * 
tbey couU not hold joy territory whkh was ontiide 
the no^e of their MVal^guoa. 

The Porriifueee were followed by the Du|^. tfio 
and the FreQ$h'Wbo wero aU attracted by the 
(abuloui wealth of the East, It ia dlfleolt to eay U d 
th«e later eomere had any Imperial air Vitirr* ^*'^***“v 
When they firet came to Indit. rhe tlu^hal powe»wne 
drmly eetablished and they were cooteot to trade 
Uconcee from the (ovammant. They tboe be^n a« 
tradere but bafore len|, tbey were tempted to there 
in the qaeel for empire. Tbey had their tradinf etatloti# 
on the outakirte of the empire, eswi et flnt fortified 
them for aalf^fence against robben and other raidera. 

It wta, however, almost ine^ble that tbear atrus* 
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glw in Europe tbeuld be refleoied in (heir tredinf pM(c 

• in loAlft. In course ol tine, these forUfic*tions be^me 
cent^B^ bocb defence end ofleiice e^einst one enother 

e^alnst Indien rukrs. 

^ O^^VSuropeen powers in Indie, (he 
ie deJMf 6r» (, This WM due to vertoue ceutes, The 
iredutl decay of their nnvel power led to e loM of their 
position in Europe. A second retson wes the diversion 
^^their intucet to the rntt riftrtJh.Hj«rntfiry ni 

(he dedeive fee(er wee their uapepulerity 
^^ue to f riig>Qut |ntojgfaTur * fwwofcad etropr 

Wiiii«y imrr, th. Tnrfi.M Qf sU tht EuTopesit powers 
who cme to Indie, the Portuguese were the meet zenlous 
In pf ftpapiHi>|^ fh* ^^ Ith****** Not only did they 

carry out converdons on a ma&e scale but they also 
encouraged maxriags with Indians as a means ol 
aji^eadinf (he faith. Soon, in addition to the SyrUn, 
a Chrisriaevs^n indifenous community who have Uvul 
^^eaceiully tn India for aome Mgo years—(here was a 
' large nuntber ot Indian CatbaBI, * 

The Dutch were the next European power to fall back * 

* la the race for power. They ousted the Portugueee 
^ from the East Indies (present Indonesia) and became 

strong rivals of the British and the French for the Indian 
ib»B^ In fact, for some decade* they were 111 chief 
carriers,Sut gradually a division of sphsres of indusneo 
was Mlabliihed ^ ths Dutch eondnlng themtelvos to 
»b# gaat Tndtaa anf^lh^^ Rntiah la India. Thi French 
0 ere the last to appear on the Indian scene, and for 
many years (hey met with only btdiflerent lueeesi. 
They were, however, the first, after the earlier abortive 
attempt of.th^ Portu^^, to think of esIablUKing 
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4n empire in India. About the middle ot the 
«i(hnenth centuiy. political raotlvee be|*n t o ge dp. * 
miniie over UmIt deeire for cooimaitlal faia, 
tereetini to note that the technique (hey lued 
the Mme ee had been tried earlier by the Pd^^Rw. ^ 
lntrxicsmjQo.^a JuuMl^^voof • * 

!■ Inilleii affi]j[ ifilniiL&y European oficeea in aeeead. 
\**^-*^^ th« ^0 important 

<B f>ii4 Pxi..k intervanlion 

polities provokad the British and in the.fteo u^^ 
)ad to the lateblishiiient of the British EmpiitfflBHla. 

When the Europeans Ant eane to India, ware 
certainly inferior to the lodlaru in the aits of peace. 

In the science of war also, they were probably at first 
inferior, but neverthaless Anally won in the struggle 
lot power. There were many reasons for their ullimatp 
triumph of which three major ones nay be brieHy' 
inAcated here. The first was the brfTVvr *ht * 
Mu j^heJ empire and ^ ||a_mufe ^-aay..OChec..lMliaa-^ 
Jfcfoii fl_ to wtabU^ a etro itf It 

IS doubtful 11 even then the British would fuive succeeded 
in esUbllshinf an empire if in «taUmat<» 

ha d not Ihji Tl.}^ ||fcna rJ ^ 

This battle weekened not only t^^Hathai-hiiLJiltt 
the Muslims and gave the British a bnathlA|L 
during which they could strengthen and eoAlidata 
Iheir authority lo tha east and th * «<■>>' 

V'The aaeond reason for the British triumpli was Ihe 
absence of p aval power. The Mughsis built^ 

a great military foroe but did not realise ihs signiAcance 
of a^ py e r. Among Indlaaa the ttMlhas, gpd 
Hy^^A li bad some confeptidRbf the Hffwtonce of 
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MvaJ (orcM tod »oufht to buUd up powwtul uvieok 
Tbey'eouU not cucc««d b«CBUM ths iiti«inpt wm ftAde 

* in th« mtaniiine, Eui^ hod MUbUahed 
n tochnlciJ luporiority. ^eehnlcAl proftwo 
«hirA why th ^Jritiib 

0 MUbllah thtlr «mpir« In Indik. From 
tho »«v«n(Hnth contory onword. Surepo itvlod on 
k etner ol trlunphAnt idoAtific dfouveriw. In ceuno 
tine, thMO led to e treneformtllen ct the technique 
ind^riel production end the eeience of war. For 
c4^|^he Arabe end th« Turks had defeated the 
auperioc military end acientific 
kno»led«^^^ In eea pawer« the Europeans had foe 
long beenifflS^, but it was no longer eo. Asia u 
1 whole W fallen back in the race for knowledge and 
Dowefs When therefore the da^ came, Indian 
Ts were ooable to stand up to the British. 

(ter the death of Auxangaeb in J707, there i< 
niod of about 130 yeaa.jrtith In^ was til 
^ The nV of^ 

Delhi remained in name the emperor of lad^. but^ 
real power rested with the local chiefs. The fhetence 
> wte however vid rival eiaimants for povst 

ei^t to trie smofor to advance their own 

a^. The Marathes fought with one another and the 
mt oAndi). In the east, the louth and the north 
there were intvmlnable dashee between rivals for local 
th&Aes. This exhibition of weakneea and disunity 
^of Indians waa perhaps responsible for reviving the IdM . 
of empira among tbe Eurepeon powers. Ae already 
indicated, the French were the first to resto|^ the Pot- 
tugaeee at tafeltlS ridM in the internal struggle 
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et lodiftB princ«a. Such {otorreatioa proved profitable 
both in term» of s»ia ii&d Influence. The French eumple 
wu eoon /allowed by the Britijh. SterUfif wi||||helr 
'^^erventlen In the elruule between rivu dUSnu 
rto the throfM oCAkoL ih« firiiUh ic the am^ of 
herdly two decndw eetebliihed their r uTovar 

l^Kup »nA Tfa, futdo Of Iccel pOWOT 

wu hoe^SULjStAiAftl* Throu^ut the whole of the 
elghtegn th centur y end well into the nineteenth century, 
the BKQeb el 2 med to be only the 

of revenue on behelf o f the Murhel 
Cornw&llie fi^B^i 70 t) > if not elretdy 
Hnstinie they htd however the 

efiective rov cmmeat over lar^ trecte 
The British succeee wes not nsQy sained. They 
met their firel serious reverse in the eouth. For a 
brief period it seemed likely that the rise of Kysore 
n^t cheek the ^wth of British power. Hydor AU of 
^mive and his son Tipu Sultan were both able and ' 
bravo) If the father was the superior |eneral, tbs ^ 
^ soa perhaps the greater patriot and placed ind^ 
pendanca above everything else. They ware, hovew, 
unable to eombina with the Maa|ft|| or the Nleaia 
and thiSt fn spite of Tipu’s oleai^H|Bpiion that the 
threat to his freedom cams not from any Indian power 
but the British. The rapid dee of Kydee All had exdted 
the Jealouiy of the Harathas and the Niura. The 
British played skilfully ^on thaee feeliags to form' <d 
iBiance with them against Uysore. After twenty 
* yean of warfare the power of Hyeore was finally broken. 

The next Indian power to be overcome by the BnlUb 
were tb^ Harathas. Warren Hastings had fougbt 
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ftg»iiut th«fn but it was only sltor tba of My*«« 
thAt tb« Britl*h Wt Mwnj enough to chAllengo th« 
Msrtthu seriou»ly. Between J 8 oo end i 8 eo, Kersthe 
p«w«r WAS desire^. There remsined only the Sikhs 
la the Pun^eb but tfiet the death of RenJIt Singh they 
had no leader with the necessary authority er genius 
The first active intervention of the IJrttleh In Indian 
poUtla took place about tys® By ^ 

become In Mine M weU as in fact the paramount power 
in India. 

recapitulaia very briefly the stages of the 
ol British power in India. After the Battle 
of Plaseey (1757). they became the doimnating power 
though Bol to rulers of Bengal, In 1765 they obtained 
Jtom the Mughal emperor the revenue rights over 
Bengal. Bihar and Orissa, The faU of Mysore in 1799 
gave them control over large teniiorie* in the South. 
WeUesley who finally broke the power of 

Mysore also introduced the system of subridisry %!■ 
nances for bringing Indian princes under Bridsh in* 
flunce without actual warfare. The territorial acqoi- 
allions were eonlinued under Balhousae 
who utilised thajtottnno ®f Mpee to Uks over the ad* 
ministration el iMhn Sutos whenever there was failure 
of a natural, or the British did not approve of an adopted 
heir. Since It was the Britiah who decided all disputaa 
about lueCMloB. this meant Hist they could taka over 
almost any area they wanted; The discontent cruated 
by this polky led to tha oulboret of XS57 and the super* 
session of the Esal India Company. The Britiah Crown 
assumed direct responsibility for the adminlstratiOT 
and declared that there would be no further territorial 


lVTItODT7CTIOj4 33 

ftcquiaUion. Jo tbe British ^uesn \n» formally 
proclaimed tb« EraproM <rf India. 

The history of the Hsa of Britkh power In India was 
jn fovenl ways dlHerant from the estabUshmant of the 
Uu^heJ empin. It la true that Baber laid the fooada' 
tiona of the Uufhal Empire In i$a6 alter the nrst Battle 
of Panlpal, hut within Afteen yeare, almost lE traeei 
of Mufhal InOuanee had been wiped out. The real 
befinAing of the Mij|hal empire is therefore from tS56 
when Akbar won the Second Battle of Panipel. Within 
30 yean of that date Mufhal rule was firmly astab* 
liah^ over tbe whole of oorthan and part of eovtheni 
ImUa. By contrast, the British rteeded almost a hundred 
yefua to establish their mle from their Aret partlclpa- 
Yioo in local poliila. 

A second important difference is that while like aH 
former Indian empires, the Hughal empire had also 
been based on land forces. British rule was due to supe¬ 
rior sea power. In fact, this was the first occasion m 
Indian history when an empire was eaiahllshed by a 
seafarini oatlon. The Uufhal empire had started In the 
itorth«wostem comer of India and fradually spread to 
east and south. British power began la the south-eastern 
coast but perhaps because of the constant threat of 
Hyder All, Madras could not become the spearhead 
ol British advanea Bombay also lived under the 
shadow of tha Maralhas. Bmldee, Hyder All and the 
Harathai were, as already mentioned, alncot the otily 
Indian rulers who had a senei of tha ireportsnee of 
sea power. In theee cucumstaocee, It Is hardly suT' 
prising that very soon the centre of British power shifted 
to eastern India. It was from the seaport of Calcutta 
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Ihftt Britub power (raduftUy extended throughout 
the country. 

The moet unportent difference between the Brltieh 
end tU pxaviouj entpiree in India ia however to be found 
in the cherecter of the ruiinf tuthorlty. SerUer empirei 
hed been oetebUehed by eoiditre end edventurera. who 
hed Mt out to eatebUih Unudonie. The BhtUh ceme 
to Indie to trade, end even after thay hed eehiaved 
peUtUal power, It wu « trading eompeny which exer* 
died authority over the land. The feet thet it wew 
a trading company had an important beartxtg on the 
character of the adminietration. A king even if be 
i» alien in origin ia compelled by the logic ol events to 
have eome care for the welfare of his subjects. A 
tradiog company is, on the other hand, frankly moti* 
voted by the deeire to earn profits. So long ea the 
Eest li»dia Company was the ruling authority, it was 
therefore not suprisuig that the administration was 
geared to the commerdal needs of its share-holders 
rather than the welfare of the human beings placed 
under its charga 

Tha porsly coratcverelal cbaianter of the administration 
did not, howevir. contioue for long. Among tha 
Company’a servanta even at the aarllmt stages than 
were m«& of great vision and ability. The Brttlah 
Parliament also started to interfere with the affairs 
of the Company at a fairly early date. CUve'e adminis¬ 
tration waa brought under pediamentsjy scrutiny and 
within ten years of the assumption of t))e D«w4%i, the 
Regulating Act (lyyj) was passed to check loma of 
the Compan/e more undesirable activitiee. Pitt's India 
Act of 17S4 placed farther curbs on the Company end 
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Ui TIm impeachment of Waireo Hajtiaga 

revealed ^ve defecta in the admisietration and led 
to demanda for smtar .parliamantaiy OMitrol. With 
the appointment of Comwallii in an Indaoanda nt 
pnliflftel ar^l militftfyAcum *>»» ts-.* 

at the head of the Cemnanv^t ComwalUe 

accepted the poet on the condition that he would 
have ov«^rldi^| pewere over hie collea|ue» who were 
•ervante of the Company. 

The increaeinf Intereet of the BriiUh Parliament 
thua led to a alow but eteady chan^ ia the character 
of the Eaat India Company. The Regulatinf Act 
provided that the Company would have to communicate 
to the Bhtiah government all deape4chea rtitived frim 
India relating to revenue, dvU and military affaira. 

•„eh /U«pa«..h»< M jcidia Act of 

2784 made the Cwnpany virtoally a subordinate depart* 

ment of the Government. The Charter, Aci..Stx8xi 
did not make any large ooaatituiianal h"* *lm * 

iihed ^he .a fh, 

Co mparur . It also made an annual provision for the 
aftffturafmnn* nt ||^«>..»» --J fflintl 

The Charter Act of ifit ulivatcd the CnmoanY ot Ua 
eoipmafeial charactcf and for the first time threw open 
tba prospect of higher apprintmanl to Indiarts, even 
thoe^ thla remained only a promise for many yean. 
The last Charter Act was paaeed in tfifj and thraw 
«.*|| tkm M t.. ^r^lUinr. JIM 

Company wai thus daprived of even its patrosage. 
By now. the Company had really caaaed to be a comlse^ 
cial eoAcem. Even the seniblaAce 0/ the Company’s 
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rule cUuppe«r«d when, itlier tbe Indien etnisfk of 
183?. the Crown tMumed direct responslbkliiy for th« 
Govemmeni of IndU. 

This accouni of how the rule of % private eompeny 
wu iraduelly replaced by public admlnlelration ree* 
ponbble to the BritUh Perlitment ie, however, only 
half the iiory. The other and more important half 
of the etofy ie the ^^ual transfer 0^ the mpocuibllity 
of adralnleuattM from the Britiab to the Indian people. 
The Company wee at the euteet a frankly proAieerinc 
eoAcem. Aeaumptlon of power by the British ParUament 
introduced an element of It 

bowcver, obvious that this ref ard could net become fuUy 
•ITective till the admlnieiration bKame a Government of 
the people by the people and lor the people of India. 

The first attempt at introducinf an element of res¬ 
ponsiveness to Indian public opinion is marked by 
UetcaJie's Press Act ot 1833. It abolished ceruorahip 
and gave the Indian press an opportunity for free ex- 
preasion of opinion. Metcalfe was perhaps far in advance 
of his ife and the statutory rifht could not always be 
freely exercised. Even this was withdrawn by the 
Vernacular Press Act of 1878 which discriminated 
between the EnflUh and the Indlon prose. The fob 
lowinf year, however, saw a lonf step forward. Without 
Indians In responsible peaitions in the sdministration, 
evsn welUlntentlonsd laws often remained dead letters. 
With the constitution of the Statutory Civil Service 
in 2879. tbe premise held out in the Charter Act of 
2833 was lor the first time fiven practical shape. 

In the meantime, the association of the people with 
the Covemment developed by fradual stafea. The 
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]ndi«n CoundJ Act pi ifl6i “"irilljfm 

of »" <K» larttUtiva aftivitia* n 4 

b<^..thi and tht threo r^'T^- 

m antj_ Thouch tboM non-offlcUl membcra had lericcly 
limited povren tnd ware dl nemintted» It ^v« them 
an opportunity o1 coniidarinf the octivitiee of the 
Executive. In iiti, Rlpon iaeued e Rnoluiion for 
introduclni; loceI*e<ll fovernment on the lines ol the 
Englbh levr end followed It by ebeliehing the Verne* 
culer PrcM Act. He also initieted lefulation for re- 
movinf existing judicid diacriminetions but wee forced 
to drop the BUI os eccoant of vehemeol end eeoeerted 
British oppoeition. It le perhaps not ea accident that 
one year after Ripon left was held the ftrat session of 
the Indian National Congrees. The lodian Council 
Act of <693 merles a farther step. It mtrodoced the 
representative, though not the elective, pnndple la 
both the Central and the Provineid legidatares. It 
also gave there Che right of discussing the Budget and 
asking qoeations on matters of puhUc interest. 

The greatest change was, however, brought about 
by the irttroduction of the western system of education 
In India. This was not at first encouraged by the 
Government of the day but the seal ol a handful of 
ChriatiaQ mladeaariee and eome Indian leaders of vision 
and faith overcame lU administrative inertia. The work 
of mbalonarlae \\lu Carev and IwlfTf ^* 1 * 

Key received a greet impetus as a result 
of Macsulsy'e vehement support for Western education. 
With the establishment ol the three UnlversiUoi of 
Brtiwbav thg supporters of Western 
education had definjtely won, Indian minds now had 
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direct eecen to the MientiAc temper eitd Che liberal 
polUleal thousM of the Western wwld. Whatever 
be oiir criticism of the delects ol the existlA^ system 
of edueatiQQ there Is little doubt that It is responsible 
for the Indian {^ptfiaeance. 

The partition of Benpl.ln j yj c reated a new poll* 
tiea] temper le the country, With the epread of education 
and nsinf political eonsdousneea of the people^ the 
demand for sdf'^vemment beeam,. stroa^sc. TKa 
Morlcy-Minto raforma of 2909 and the Monllord reformi 
of 1929 proved Inadequate. The break-up of old 
oiieblished emplrea In Europe and the fradual transr 
iormation of tha British Empire to a Coimnonvealtb— 
in which former depeudencies like Canada or Australia 
achieved equality of status with Britaia-^nspiiad the 
Indians to greater efforts for freedom. T|)£.SflliudJU^ 
ConJ erenyes al «^~Tnte rper'*^ TTfO*!^ **» 

co unectle n. They were tlic first oocasioo wheo rep* 
raeentativea of the Indian people met the representativea 
of the British Government on terms of equality in dis* 
cussing tho future of lodis. The Government of India 
Act. 29^, |avB Provincial Autonomy and promised a 
largo massore of eontrol over the Central Government. 
The outbreak of tha War did not permit the working 
of the Federal Scheme and in the meantime, the Indian 
nation had movad on to demand complete independence 
and sevoranee ol the British ecnnection, In 2947. the 
Indian Independence Act recognised Isdla’a right to 
lettla her own destiny. It Is interesting to note that 
when India bad achieved complete independence, she 
decided to become a Republic but did not consider 
it necossary to give up her links with the Conunonwealth. 




THE ARYAN SYNTHESIS 

F rom »oun«wiW Hmu. India Sm ^ tS» mitUng 
fUti 9 / t 9 nJ(kHng met* and eiinlitotitna. Fran 
immmarial limu, ihftat triad tc «W«w « nntty /or tU 
helmfonootu tUmnit irkioh maka «> tMo MaMy of fur 
lift. Htrt it ptrlia^ iAt oUUst dvilitUion mA an 
unintenupUd tatoy. Most </ htr eonitmpafarits hsot 
ctaitd to ttisi. Ske hat not turoivti M nainUinti 
and dtodop*d a tonHnuous euUurt. Dtffertni rout Savo 
mat and fought snd frattmistd on htr ooU. Sht hat 
abtonaoUcflhminto htr Uood. ConJIi^'H ouUurtt 
havt ilrt^gUd for iuprtntaey hart. Sh* Adi ground and 
incdtUtd tt«« «"« her amn likeutt. Foreign raeet and 
feteign tmlht havt alike htem griti to her tniU. Their 
struggles havg tndti in neuf syntheses that marked nno 
leoele of achievement forlhe human spirit. She has Heed 
through reeurrent ttniuries of aw and pestiienee. She hoe 
triumphed over natural ealamities and human misrule. 
Whence this vilalily that ovettomte destruetion and daalh ? 
Whence this mi$dom that reeoneiUs sppetis 
story ^ India's culture unravels Ihs tocrel of that vitality 
and that visdom. Hie a story of unUy and tyntheeii. of 
reeoneiliation end development. </ a per/eot fusion of old 
traditions and nem oaluet. 




V. /. Unity in Diursity 

T ill ncenOy tht Ary«m w«n r«|aRlo(i u the eeriieet 
invtden of the land. It wu thought that th«y 
come to a country which wu undvllfied and betberiaa. 
but modem rtteareK b«a pwhed bock the limit* of Indian 
pro'hijtory. There were invaders even before the Aryaiu 
poured into this land. They had evolved a civiliaation 
higher than that of the Aryan hordes who came in their 
wake. These pre-Aryasa had displaced otiU earlier 
peoples and built up a new civilisation which has 
astonished modem schoUrs by lu extent and d^th. 
The Aryan invasion repeated the process and led to 
fresh infusioa of the old with the new. This continued 
with die svMcessive inroads of fi§hltn| races who came to 
con<juar but remained to lose themselves in the Indian 
racial cauldron. The Greek invadan were foUewed by 
Salua and Huns and a hundrad other aamelese tribes. 
They all appeared on the scene as victors but were 
aeon absorbed in the ranks of the vtnqulihed. 

Bach fresh (ncureion of rseeoridea found the Indian 
temperament inalletblii£iw±elfiEfi.nDd.Ufialecaied 
th a.ofpc— ol aMi!Bllailaa. ^ad-a>aaheaia^ At its worst 
the procene led to a mechanical juxtaposition. At its 
beet It brought to birth a new and organic way of life. 
Tbeseethinf cauldron nevar coded, for new ingredients 
were continually added and ia turn added to the richoese 
and complexity of Indian life. Some acute student of 
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Mciolosy may aomo ^ay link the qpheavila In Indian 
aodal forma and Indian modaa of reli^on with lha 
{rteunion of loma fraah batch of Invadan from ootaida 
but ai yat the itory romalna incomplata and merely 
hypothetical. TUa much alone can be Mid. Today 
whatavM la Indian, whether it be an idea, a 
word, a form of art, a political isatitution or a eodal 
eufttom ia a hland of many dl 5 arenl atraina and 
alemanta. 

In apite of Uiia dtrivatien front many wurcea and the * 
consequent variety of forms and types, wa find a 
remarkable unity of spirit Informing Indian culture’ 
ttuoughont the ages. In fact it is this underlying unity, 
which is one of the moat remarkable featoree of Indian 
culture. In volume and duration no civilisatioa with th^ 
possible exception of the Chinese can bear comparuon 
with tha civilisation of India. Jbe area of the land, the 
number of the people, the variety of the races and the 
length of history ere hardly repeated elsewhere. 'Qia 
W.lt ty M Tr^itn ■•L.h |||| sqimliy ■iiiailiif In spite 
of a thousand vjdssittidBa, It has survived to the 
modem day. It has not only survived, but displays an 
eaeriy which promises to make It one of the most 
fruitful scureea of the future euUure of the world. 
This bee been peieible only on account of a sense of 
lDdian<new which Imposed unity on all diversity and 
wove Into one fabric of natlonaJ life the many strands 
of different texture, colour tad quality which have 
entered here. 

Unity and uruformlty serve as the baris of the contU 
Duity of the Indian tradition. The aadsnt world 
threw up fine flowers of dvUisatlon In many lands. 
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With th* «xceptien of India and Cbiiva they an all 
dead and ^na. Hew dvUiaatlonj may hare bloaaomcd 
in such andent latnda» but they are novel growthi. It 
ia only io India and to acme extent In China that the 
old elvlUaatien and culture have ^own end chanfed, 
but never frown or changed at the expenae of an under* 
lyinf unity. Thla haa been poealble only threufh the 
captdly of ro>adjuatment exhibited by Indian eodety. 
Capacity of re-adjuatmont ia the index of Ufa, end the 
Mcret of the loof and contiauoua life of Indian dvUiea- 
tion liM In tlie fact that Indian Ihoufht and Indian 
locial polity have ad]iiated and r^adjuated themaelvee 
to the chei^finf circumatancea of different perioda 
with aa eUatkity that has rarely been equalled. 

One fToond of thia adjuatment ia found in the spirit 
of toteratioA that haa characterised Indian biatory 
throufhout the afea. *Irfye **** 

po licy of the Indiafi >n all * pttf*** nt* Sooietlmea 
thia has been cerried so far that contrary li not contra* 
dktory attitudes have bean allowed to survive aimul* 
taneoualy. Toleration haa led to the eufferafloe of 
evil and even to indifference to the valuee of life. Thb. 
however, la at worst the defect of a virtue. Such tele* 
ration la perhape preferable to the fanatic devotioa 
which leads to (he denial and persecution of all other 
valuM but ita own. 

Throughout the chanfea of Indian history, we there* 
fora And a spirit of underlying unity which Informs 
the diverse expressions of its life. But the unity was 
never a dead uniformity. A livlni unity never 
la. Universality carries with it the demand lor variety 
and particularity. tVhatever is universal cannot be 
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«xbAUited is Any ooo pArlicolar f&rm. This Is so In 
lbs cote of even sbstnet truth. The sesic truth revesls 
itself dlfierently in di/Torent contexts. To deny this 
is to deny the pcisibUlty of eommuniestion. In the 
resifn ef empirical fset« the ume event is experienced 
end expressed dillersnUy by different persons. lo 
the esse ef concrete xeeilty this Is stIU more the esse. 
Whstever seeks to he unlvervd csa hsve only t cets« 
$orisl form. The content must differ with different 
people <n dilferent s^ end different climes. The 
unity of IndUn culture hss been besed on s reel unh 
verseJity. Differences end divergences have never been 
lo it. On the contnry, It hss dommatsd end 
tU nunifestetions cf outwsrd difference. 

Unity suid usiveimlity must belong to eny culture 
thet U true end vital In a sense, unity end ooiver- 
selity must belong to culton as such. Culture U & 
concept which cannot he simply or unitarily defined. 
There is no ^ogle chsrscter or ravk which can be re- 
gsrded AS the essence or differenlie of culture. It 
is Always A complex Of many strands of varying im* 
portancs aod vitality. If we attempt to differentiate 
between eultare and civjlisaUon» we might uy that 
civilisation Is the organlaatlcn of life whieli makes civil 
society pOMible. Such civil society is the condition 
lor corporate life in which alone Indlvlduils can pursue 
fruitful and creative activity. Culture on the other 
band is the resultant of such organisation and expreasea 
lUalf through language and art, through philosophy and 
religion, through social habits and customs and through 
political institurioDS and aconomlc organlutlona Not 
one of them is separately culture but collectively they 
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coiutitote tbe uprowon of U(« which w« d«erib« u 
«u 3 iun. CkviliMlion is th« orjsnlsatwfi of society 
which emtai (he conditions of eultore. Thera cia. 
theKlore« be no euUura without eivilisstfoB, hot then 
may be eiviliistlons which have not yet developed 
their culture. Perhaps what is more Mten the com 
U that there an elvllued peeptes amoQ| whom only 
a sraali section have achieved culture. We have there¬ 
fore bad and still have racai end nadona that an dvi- 
Used, but we have not yet had any nation or race that 
could be regarded as cultured in all its sections and 
classes. Culture is the efflorescence of civilisation. 

It was inevitable that without control over the tocte 
of natUK,‘th< extent of culture should be considerably 
less than that of civilisation. Uan’s limited power 
and rcBOurcas cootpelled assoeistion, as without as¬ 
sociation man’s survival would itself be In jeopardy. 
Associatioo eecuied the cooditiens of survival, end 
once survival was guaranteed, released sufflclant energies 
for the development of culture on a rudimentary scale. 
Culture was, therefore, the result of liberirion from the 
urgency of the proNent of exietence while civilisation 
was the form of machinery evolved for the aohlevefflent 
of such liberty, It il, thentoe, not surprising that 
culture ehould bs less pervasive and widrapread than 
the machinery of civlUsatloD. What Is surprlaing Li 
that India should mm to offer an example where culture 
is almost ss extensive as elviUsation itself. 

The experience of some WMleni eoantrlss gives 
us cases of dviUsation without culture. In fact, «is 
of the most eeriODS problems of modem times is to 
create a culture for nations which have achieved 
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hi(h BPCceM in evolving the organintioD nnd 
inslrumenti Of clvUiutlon. In ladit, on the Other 
h«nd, the proceeees of civiHntion heve xtot been eo 
highly devdoped ee in Europe or America, but the atage 
of dviliution evolved hu expreued ilielf in the per* 
veeive ehertciK of culture >vhleh extend* through 
the VMt majority of bar people. Even the ouud 
touriet hea obierved that in India the differcnoe 
between the maeeee and the oUaeae la not one of quality 
and can bo explained in tema of informaUoo and 
opportunity. It waa olherwiae is oiany countriee of 
Europe tiU recently. There the diflerence in quality 
between the masMe and the claaaea was at times so 
great tbat it often shook the faith in deroocruy el the 
most fervent of democrats. The developments in 
technocracy have not yet changed this state of afiairs 
completely, but on the contrary tended, at leeat io the 
initial stages, to develop human moroos. lo India, 
eves the backwardness in development and appUcetion 
of scientific tecbniqires has not lowered the human quality 
nor reduced the innate skill and inteiligetee of the 
vUUge artisan and craftsman. 

This remarkable phenomenon can be explained only 
In terms of the unity and continuity of Indian culture. 
Unity, we have seen, io In one lense. the common ohatsi^ 
taristie of all culture. What ipedally distinguishes 
the culture of India is Its unbroksn eontinully, Here, 
there have been no violent or sudden breaks but on 
the contrary a etsady growth and expansion of culture 
which has gradually permeated every class and seelkm 
of society. The length of her history is no doubt ons 
of the meet Impcrtent of the contributing factors but 
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het lon| would not hftve safRced onlesi Uw spirit 

of tokntioo had made poa^hle tba uoliy and eoottndty 
of her tfadltiooa. 


2. Gtcgraphiccd Influences 

B oth directly m wail u Indirectly. IndllU 

gnphy hu been largely reepcniible for her epirit 
of teleralion. Directly, the influence of geogrepby hae 
operated through Die vutneee of the land ej well u 
ItA cUmete. The vutneee of the lend influenced the 
mind in two «ey». Th« j peet variety in 

|T id conditiene of Lie predi>Do»ei> j mtnH. 
> ft an of differencee. Beeldee, the vect speees 

offered room far tlow infiltrellon^ new^mera m 4 
allowed ■■«->< yrihafw nored scope of develofr^ ' 

n^ n t if* ”*** On the whole. Indian dlmatft 
malies lor ia«ihirt# especially whec^ 

one compares the eu ler CM idjtior* »<<» *^rnur? 

of Ih a cantral Aet.rii- fmm which most ft! t>>*> 

wun twv eaa* -Ti.> tempo of change wae 

thue slewed down. The very processes of hiet^ un* 
folded in leisured dignity. The geography of the couotry 
expleme the peculiar feature* of Indian history, while 
the combined effects of geography and history show 
thsmeelvee in the realm of the epirit. T2li«ili2n.flfid 
thartfare be« in 

Cluhee there have been on the material 
plane. On the plana of the spirit where culture flour* 
ishes. w« And evidence only of synthesla. 

Geognphy bea been largely responsible for the sense 
of Indkfhilw, for rsirely hu a country been so okarly 







TSE AEVAHSyKTHB9I» 


49 


mirked out to be t nnity. India ii shut off from the 
rest of Asia by the inaoeeaeibk bamers of the mighty 
HimtJayai. Attendant meustain ranges extend like 
protecting arms right up to the sms. The ocean on 
all other sides makes her a eompact territorial unit 
whoee intertul coheelon Is matched by her sharp <Uf. 
fsrenllation fron sU external Not only ere 

her territoriea thus sharply demarcated from the rest 
of the world, bet nature hu generously placed wllhin 
her boundariee almost all the tesourcas that man nMds 
for developing a rich and creative life. Situated In 
one comer of Aela. ehe did not'feel the full impact of 
tbe great movements of population that swept across 
the Eurasian continent. India combines difhcalty 
of access from outside with vastness of the tracts avail¬ 
able ior habitation and culture within: Tt^ether, they 
made India more 

fecence than has been the caM with moat of the other 
countries whose civilisations flourished In ancianLiimas. 
Wc often talk of the many invasions of India. .Compared 
to the v icissitudes suflered by 

Of RgvTTt . she has enjoyed snfl jf°*^**”'*y 
and developed her clvllisatloa unhampered by.iniar* 
fere^ front outside. 

One might go so far as to say that Indian goegraphy 
dsmandsd’the unity of her history. Physical (Mluree 
so sharply mark off Irnlia from ths mt of Asia that 
attempts sither to divlds the country or to expand It 
beyond its natural fronilsrs have invariably failed. 
Tbe Aryan invaders who cams from ootslds soon lost 
tbeir connections with the Aryans in tbe ti pas-ln dian 
lands. Attampts of the Asyira to keep Afghanis^ 
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within India liAO £til«d. NoCwithatanding the »umv&l 
ot QAffiM life« Kandahar, Afghanistan soon mov«d out 
of the orbit of Indian llf«. Greek attempts to ineer> 
porata the Punjab into Afghanistan failed eijually with 
the Meurya attempt to retain Kandahar. The attempt! 
of Maiunod Ghasnl to rule India from Kabal faUed while 
the Pathan emparors soon leat control over the tran^ 
border lande. The Mughal emplra exhibit! a repetition 
of the esune story, SiDiilarly, Sind haa eftaa baen 
annexed to, but could not ba incorporated permanently 
in tbe temtoriee of PeiaiSk 

This clear damareatlon from tha outside world is 
matched by an equally insisteot movement for unity 
wiUw India. From the earliest times, w« find king' 
tjid principalities to Impose one commoa 

rule over tbe whole countiy. The legendary stories 
of Ramayana and Mahabharata tell a story of onifica* 
tion. The first historic figure of when) we heve sny 
record is Chandnigupta who soiight to bring the whole 
country unclw one rule. Asoka continoed the trsidltion 
and in fact brought more of India under one common 
rule then hia been the case at any time before the 
establishment of the Indian Union. Menarchs who 
followed continued the tradition. During tha empire 
of the Pathane and the Uughals, we find the aame story 
repeetsd time after time, 

Vfpf^ aod a-u ni fied rnUTTinrinf — 

been the from the daye of pn- 

history to the mod em day . The whole course of re* 
corded history witnesses to tbe movement for unity 
which geography baa imposed upgi^^Jadia. 

The geographic unity of tbe country has had its 
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«fie<U on the economic Ule of the people. One feog- 
raphy hu resulted In one economy. Here also the 
slae of the country and its fertility helped la uniAcatioB. 
The site of the coonlry and the qoality of the land 
pennitted alow SKtanaion of the people and ^ual 
expansion of cultivation. SroeUer sIm would have 
compelled expulsion, if not extermination of earlier 
settlen and miuh ireater intenslAcatien ki eultivatien. 
Marked diflerencee in quality of land would have forced 
uneven development In dlfierent areas. Either of the oon* 
tln^eaeiee would have led to conbmions expcrlmeoU with 
the methods of production and the emergence of new 
types of economic sodely. There is Uttle doubt that 
the forms of prodection and the relation of the different 
to the productive forces have a deep influence 
upon the forms of society. The tact that India baa 
cootimully maintained and developed an sfriculloral 
economy for almost four or five thousand years explains 
in part the depth and tenacity of her culture and tradi¬ 
tions. The very length of time has helped to create 
a common menlility. The tendency has been forCher 
strengthened by the unity of economic organisation 
throughout tlie land. 

It is common experience that people of the same 
avocation develop a sirailAr mentality. The fact that 
Indian economy has been primarily agricultural led 
to Ilia devalopmsnt of eemmon characteristics and a 
common ouiloolr. Agricultural eommunlUee the world 
over are inelined to be tribal and parochial The unit 
of life is the village community. Sodal co-operation 
is restricted to the memben of the village group Such 
conditions preclude on the one hand the development 
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of AS iadivlduAlictie outlook ftod on the other the 
frowth of t eociel coiuciousneM that tranacenda the 
limftt of the famUy or the tribal unit. In India «e 
have alwaya found deep loyalty to the fenily or the 
clan, but evidance of equal l^lty to tha nation or 
the country U rarely to be found. In fact the rei* 
trietion of eeonomio life to the village eommunily pro> 
vented the |Te>*fh of the eenaeiouinew of nationhood. 

Tha predominantly a^ulture bias of Indian acooemy 
has Indaenced national characiar in another way. I'he 
peasant^ specially befori the achievement of patiial 
control over the foreee of nature, was largely dependent 
for pcosperity on fecton over which he had no sa^. 
He could control neither drought nor excess of rajn. 
Yet these were the pheooniena which wen determinant 
factors in his economic life. Is It surpriuag that the 
peasant should the world over exhibit an attitude 
of fatalism and latitude before the buffets of late? 
Commerce and Industry on the other hand demand 
more of the Individual but also terui to make him self' 
reKant. sggreasive aod adventurous. A society ivhoso 
economy is primarily commercial or industrial gradually 
develops in its members greater rsaiUence. vivacity 
and individual Initiative. 

Indian potitksl vklssltudas have been largely con* 
dliiotwd 1^ the inadequacy of her sciantiOe equipment 
to her geography. While hex geography demanded 
unification of the country Into one Stats, the prevalent 
stage of control over the forces of nature rendered this 
dlBVmlt to achieve and ahnoat impossible to maintain. 
There has therefore till recently been unity of uiltore 
without unity of administration. The poeltioo has how- 
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«vtr eh&Tiged. With increuinf Ki«nUfic AdveccacDSit 
4 cm1 consequent condenutm of epsce nod (Ine, eon* 
diUonj o( political unity hRv* also aow been aniired. A 
uniAcd Stats with a unified eulturs backed by India's 
vast potential rewurcsa can wsU make India a leader 
of Ilia world In many flekla of humaa activity. 

Sven the darkact clouds htva a eilver llnin|. The 
political vkUsltuda of India hava also had redeeming 
laatures. An attituda of toleration has fostered sinful* 
taneous development of different elranda. As we have 
already indicated, this forms ons of the most ei^iAcant 
chancteristics of Indian culture. Polillcal vicleaitudea 
have eontributad to the frowth of the many*sid«dB«se 
ol life. The waves of loragn races'and tribes who 
poured into India from the esiUsst times led to constant 
changes in the structure and distribution of poUlicaJ 
power. Ibe break*up of the country into many prin* 
cipallties of differing importance was another immediate 
consequence. The existence of many kingdoms and 
the constant shift in their power made people less ag* 
grasive and intolerant. It also induced ia the people 
an atlituds of toleration and acceptance of the foreigoer. 

In spite of many invaaleaa and dyoasUc changei. 
the life of ihe people flowed in one continuous process 
of gradual change. The civUUelion of Hohenjodaro 
was net destroyed but taken up by the Aryans who 
built their culture on its basis. This continuity is 
so marked that there have been icliolars wlio doubt 
whether Mohenjodaro represents a pre*Aryau culture 
at all. They believe that India was the original heme 
of the Aryans and Uoheniodaro marks only an early 
atage In tbe development el Aryan culture. We need 
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not «irt«r here into the question of nciti affinity. It 
1 j undeniable that tneea of Mohenjc^aro have been 
found in neeeeeive eiadee ef Indian ]sle and culture. 
Siva and Sakti eulta in modem Hinduiem have been 
traced to the traditiona of Molionjodtro. Soala have 
been found there which aupply the orl^inale of the 
ftatuee ef the eented fiuddho, 

P^tlcal elaaliea brought Into juxtapeeltlon different 
tribee and in fact differaat eta^ of culture. The early 
Indiana were thus forced to recof nise that man's know¬ 
ledge and QBdorstandin^ of reality la not etatic but 
dynamic. It doec not stand conatant but continually 
e^vea. There i$ a bewildering variety of Indian 
ralifioua forms, They exhibit almost every stage of 
apirltuaJ development from the open fetishism of the 
meases to the rigid and uncompromising monotheism 
of the Vedantiat. The incorporation of a multitude 
of different tribal creeds at all alagea of development 
into the body of Hindu religiona thought can alone 
explain this strange multiplicity. 

Geography of the country demanded political unU 
flcatlon. The stage of ecientiAc knowledge did not 
permit the fulfflment of that tendency. We therefore 
have constant offorta at building of unitary empires. 
The material conditions explain why such empires 
did net continue long. The early emplrea and attempts 
at colonisation are today remembered but dimly. 
History has little record of them but legenda and tradition 
linger in the memory of the race and even today work 
ea a cementing factor. So great waa the sense of unity 
that few foreignera could resist Its force. Pew people 
remember today that the Rajputs were in fact foreign 
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intniden who cam« feldy late. Their foreign origin 
li forgdlten. Kot only hiive they bees incorporeted 
into Hindti sodety but heve Mmetlmae been regarded 
ej the »p«cii] champloni end depodtoriee of eneient 
Indian culture. We aheU dlscuu the advent of the 
Wuilime more fully et • Itter etege but eves they we 
abeorbed in the itreem of Indian life. It la only the 
Europeeni who have reaieted the tendency towardi 
Indfanlaatlon and retained their eapante Identity Inteet. 
In eoneequenee they hava TMver bees accepted by the 
land or the people, and In epita of many polota of contact 
remain mere Urde of passage. 



3. Socio^policicai IHUractions 

n H A V ft ainwly mm that ths ur^ for unlAMtIon 
^ * In tncfcnt Indtt Mold net uhleve polilieil unity 
on a permanent buia. W« have aUo Men that tha 
urfe fer unity axpreieed itwlf in tense of dvUlutlea 
end culture. One expreeelon of thie eolturaJ unity 
b to be found in the political inetllutione* which were 
then developed and persist to modem times. One 
fact has often attracted notice. In spite of the many 
chaA^ in kio^ and kingdoms, the organised ?rHa ) 
liie of the commuoity has hardly changed in the last 
two oe three thousand years. The village republics 
which were established in India in early tunes are b 
one sense extant to this day. 

Tbt cofomonities described in the Vedas and the Upa- 
nishads ware popular and democratic. The will of the 
people found axpreesioa b elected assemblies and demo* 
critically governed institutions. There are also rererenccf 
to elected kings and to the power of banishing kings or 
recalling banished kings, With the rise and eonseU* 
dation of empires, the power of the popular assemblia 
was eurtailed. The survival of Panehayats and their 
sxardM of wide if undefined powers prove that the 
democratic tradition has never wholly died. 

In the earliest period, each group of vlUagee had 
Its j«hnVi or elected assembly. It conceded the right 
of free expression and open diseussico to all its members 
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and dedd«d not only political but sodal and reli^ioua 
^uouiona aa well. TIio Buddhlat monaateriM wao 
abo damoaatic orden. Then la evidence to ei^pet 
thet even the eflttblUhment of the lleutya mpire 
did not deetroy theie republic*. Asoka'e empire vu 
perhep* e leeee federation rather than an empire in 
the commonly accepted leme of the word. TM» would 
abo wplain iti magnitude, We have reaaona to believe 
that under Binduean the empire did net extend beyond 
what is modem Hyderabad. The only country Ae^a 
foraibly conquered waa Kalinga or Oriaea. Aaoka'a 
empire however extended over almoet the whole of 
India. Thla erdorgeroent may be explained by the 
voluntary adheeion of the smaller republics aouth 
of Hyderabad to the locae federal empire of Aaoka. 

The village republic was the natural unit ior an 
agricultural economy. The fact that India is to this 
day predominaally agricultural explain* why In spite 
et the riee and fall ol dynastiee. she has kept her tn- 
ditioo of village autonomy almost intact, Agricul* 
total eoramunitie* can be self>€ontalned and repreeeot 
perfaape the only Inetanoea of auU^ky In actual op«ation. 
The vUUge conunumtiee ol India were thorelore in* 
dependent and have retained to this day a large degree 
of their iodspendervee, Village autonomy ccnstltute* 
on* of the continuing and stable feature* of the eodil 
life of India. 

Though Indian economy hu remained dominenlly 
agricultural, it could oot remain aolely agricultural 
for long. Soon trade and commerce developed and 
led to a divisicn of labour whleh finally ossified into 
the institution ol caste. The growth of trade and 
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cwsim«re4 brought with it & neccsury oxpemlon is 
the unit of economic IKe. The incorporetion oX village 
repubHce into kingdomo end empites wu thepotUlcol 
oxprettion of tlili chenge. With ihe increue in th« 
«1 m of the poVtlcel unit, the functloni of government 
become mere end more complex. Thii led to ineree*ing 
ctntrelUerton in the intereet of unifonnity end better 
edmlniitretion. The dlttinctloft between loco] end 
centrel governmeot ineroeMd. Many of the powere 
end dutlee of edminietretion pnieed oat of the control 
of the viHege communee. Keverthleee. agrlcolture 
remeined the domlnent irvduetry of the country end 
to this dey the treditloB of villege »el(-ru]e has pereieted. 
To this day the villege Panebeyat Is not only the local 
executive end judiciary but also exercises considerable 
legislative powers with or without tho sancticA of the 
State. 2n fact, the Panchayats exercise control over 
tbe sod al and religious life ot the community in a way 
which the State can never emulate. This holds not 
only in southern India with its predomlnanlly Hindu 
population but also in northern India and in areas 
where the Muslims predominate. 

The continuity to the economic and political life 
of the Indian village community has had ita cRect on 
leeUil haUta aa well Here the rcuuUi have been on 
the whole undeainblo. Rigidity of the economic 
forms has not only prevented the growth of wealth but 
also made for a rIgWty of tentper which resists raferm 
and InnovatioT). It Is not surprising that peasant 
eommunities the world over have been characterised 
by a conservative and narrow eutJook. Trade and 
commerce not only make for quick turnover of material 
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goodj« they •!« Ittd to circulutlon of Uma aftd a mdi* 
neu for tccepting novelty and ohanfe. In India, the 
agricoltora] economy and villas eommonea have corn* 
Wned to make the everafe villager conaervativ* and 
leert. They have ilao tended to break the aanae of 
national lolldarlty and vmaken the capacity for «iuted 
poliUeal actloe. We find in India the itnuifi paradox 
that in apite of a etrorif eoneciouan«a of cultural ualty. 
tho people have euffered from a dafldeney ia the inalinct 
of unified oaiienal political action. 

The atrengih and the weakneae of Indian culture in 
ita ynt i aepecta can be beet etudied ia the iostiloMon 
of caale. The critieiema againat caete are obvioos. 
It hae broken up the unity of Indian lile. It baa pre> 
vented the growth oi democracy. Among the higher 
caatea, It has eogeadered enobbiebneae and pride. Amoag 
the lower castes, it has induced a spirit of infehority 
and servility. Among all sections of the peo^. it 
hia hindered the development of a common humaftity. 
In spite of these and other valid criticisms against caste, 
it must neverthslese be conceded that the institution 
oweditsofiginto a spirit of toleration and accommodation. 

To r^fard tha institution of caste as an expression 
of tolsratien might at first sight seem pandodcal. 
The paradox disappears when wa remember that 
India has been tha areoa where raeea appaered as con* 
9uaton and were in turn conquered a eueeeeding 
invadtr. In such a context ci haterogeneily of blood, 
colour and laoguage. of diverse customs and belleis. 
the achievement cf a tingle social and poblieal entity 
seemed almost Impossible. Tha Eumpean eolonwrs 
in the ifith and 19th centuries were faced with almUar 
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prebleraa la AjntHcBr Aostnlifi aod Africa. The coa* 
treat between the European and the Indifenoua popula- 
tioa waa freat, but it >*aa no (reiiter than that which 
facad the Aryan Invaden of India. In fact the problem 
cf adjuctment wae mere complex in India. The Buro’ 
peana faced loal tribe* a* a fairly homofeneoue (roup. 
Theee tribal alee repreeented a more or lee* homo* 
laneou* itafo of developme^it. la India, the tribal 
and race* which faced on* another wen not only rainy, 
but they represented the wldeet poaaible variety in 
the level of civiliaation and culture. The European 
colooiaera had to reeolva the cUah of duality. The 
Aryan ultlcra were confronted with the rosoluticn of 
jDulbpllcity into a working unity. 

The Europeena aolved the problem of radal diversity by 
alsuet exterreinatia^ the native popolatlona in America 
and Aoatrclia or enslaving then) in Africa. The Aryan 
aettlmfoand the answer in the institution of eaate. Judged 
by the siacdird of abstract Justice, there la bo defence 
for a system which condamos to perpetual inferiority 
million* of human being* for no enme other than the 
accident of their birth. From the standpoint of actual 
history, there are however points In favour of a system 
which at any rata permitted the weaker sectiODa to 
survive. It may thus be lald io partial dofenca of caste 
that it aought to integrate many different ticm into 
one social whole and find room for different stage* ef 
dvUUalion witlsin one cultural unity. 

In origin and intention, if not in actual operation, the 
fnatltutlon of caita wa* therefore a device for enabling 
difleitnt race* aad individuals to live together la bar* 
iBOQy. This device worked only through ite elasticity 
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which reccadlod men tP ths instibitipn. OripntUy, euto 
wu PI) (anctiPQ aa4 act heredity, Individuiils u 

well u iunilios could p&u from cute tp cute. Th* 
f«ct that Aloflf with the inelueion of Drtvtditn fode in 
the Aryan pvitbepn. Dravidian prksti wer* accepted a* 
Brahmioe l» evldeaicc of the fluidity of the lyatAm. Thi» 
ppwi&illty of movament from caata to cute devolepod a 
aanae of acUdarlty and helped to minimleo the oiualty 
between tho Aryan e^d the Dravldian. Cute alao helped 
to miiifata the economic cenfUcta which are at the root 
o/moat of the lUa of iRodom Surope. The predominant)/ 
afticuKurml econpmy of the country was one reaaon why 
such daas conflicta never cane to a head In ancient India. 
The absence of control over the forcaa of nature was 
acoCier. But perhaps the chief cauM ia to be found 
la the original flexibiKty of the inethgiioo of caste. 
Hen are often content to sufiec preaent evil for the hope of 
future garo and the Institution of caste held out such 
hopes both here and hereafter. With the dlsappearaacc 
of ita elasticity^ the institution ol caste lost whatever 
iusllflcation it once poueaaad. 

The unity end. eontifiuity of Indlao culture is abo 
manlfeeted in her various languages. Tbs diflenneas 
ol her languages ars often exaggerated today^ and axag* 
gerated for obvfoM political reasons. No exaggeration 
can however Ignore their fundamental unity of temper 
and outlook, ft cannot be denied that they are derived 
from different aoureee, tribal. Dravldian and Aryan. 
Like the synthaeb of caste, a syathaals of language 
has preacrved many of them and allowed each of them 
freedom of devek^Hiient within one common outlook. 
Sanskrit, as the name itsaH suggests, is a lai^age 
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consirvct«d out of some ewlior fonn. but It bM deeply 
influeaced eU other lin^ne^ of IndU in voctbulery 
And etnieture. 

JhlB initaenee bu gone lo deep fbet echolen have 
at tlmH been led to regard all Indian )angai^ ai 
varlattonj front one common Sanekritle base.' Even 
a language like Tamil, with a literature which wae 
fairly developed before the advent of the Aryana on 
tbe Indian acene, haa not aaeaped thla Influence. The 
Sanakrltlc tradltloo hea not faded with the pawage of time. 
New languegea which came In the wake of new invadera 
challenge Its aupremaey, but Sanakht baa held and 
perhaps deepened Its influence. AE Indian languagee 
thus have a large common vocabulary and exhiUt 
marked aimilaritias in grammatical atructore. Even 
CDore remarkable is the unity of temparament upraseed 
in all of them. The oarEest Tamil >a full of 

the hatred of the Dravidian for the Aryan Invader. 
The early literature of the Aryans expreasee their fear 
and batted of the Dravldian and ether pre-Aryans. 
The mood of conflict and hatred does not however 
penist tor long. The epliil of eeoommodation which 
united the different races Into one sodel eyetem also 
axprewed itself in tbe lltenturee oi IndU and softened 
tbe antegonism of mcas and trlbee. 


4- The Kaihitk 

ARYAM conquMt o/ nonh-A«i(«m tni 
^ wutlwm IndiA wu prijaarily cultunJ, not ph wicd. 
The fusion between the nces soon beams eo eomplete 
that the DrsvldUn* fwyol that they oov\i claim a 
civiUsstion much oWer than that of the new invaden 
On the side of the Aryaaj» the hatied and distraw for the 
culture of the Dravidians cbanfed Into a s^rjt of accep* 
lance and aesimilation. In the new componia coltoit 

both ‘hewarrio^grwjpacould find a meetiai point as well 

as a symbol of nnUy. W* no doubt find in the Ramayane 
•ad the MahabhaiaU sngfetlona and meraorie* el 
the earlief confliot between the DravMlan end the 
but even in this conflict there i» teco^nition 
that each of the paities had vIHues which the olhes 
could accept to ita ewn advanlafe. The Mahabharata 
even more than the Ramayana helped in thu procem 
of ij^thede which was continuad In the folklore of 
the Buddhist and other movements of rcfonn. 

It wa* the wanderlnf mlnetfels belonging to different 
tMi who were piimerfly reeponilble lor jivini the 
unity of outlook and temper which, In epite of iocaJ 
dlffarences. characterlsee to this day the meniaUty 
of the Indian peasant from one comer of the cocmhy 
to the otbes. People have often wondered at the philo. 
•ophic temper and fortitude of Indian villas folk. 
Sometimes it ie hardly distinguishable from passivity 
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•nd subnuativetMM. Low vitality often make* for lattllim 
and calm tubmlMioo to fate, but there la probably a 
limit to peopU'a power of •e]f*de«pUon aru3 phUoaophia* 
inf. The demanda of life in India axe few and they 
are aaally aatUAed. but even in the daya when the Indian 
peaaant <1ld not aufler from lack of food, he waa content 
to apeeulate upon the myiteriea of fate. Climate may 
have aomethinf to do with it. but aven when w« have 
made allowaneee for aJI theea factora. the nistk here 
haa in aome aenM a philoeophy of life, and can talk 
of fate and circomataAcea with a detachment and inalght 
that aarprieea the unaccustomed foreif ner. This qoallty 
•f resifoation and totaranca in bia mental makeup 
ia all the more surprlalnf in view of the aknoat universal 
lack of literacy in India today. Whence co rn ea this 
cultore of the mind when even the culture of letters 
if denied to him? 

Thia paradox reeolvea lUeH when one remsmbera 
the role of the vUlafe stoty<teUer and the wanderirif 
teacher and mendicant who went about the couatxyside, 
It waa their function to hrinf throufh aim^ atoriea 
the taachinff of raUfioo and morality within the reach 
of the averaft villafer. Such talea compensated to 
a large extent for the peoples' lack of a literary education. 
Philosophy waa cranalatod ioto myth and ralifton em* 
bodied in the actlena of man. Morality came saaily 
and naturally in the form of Icfenda. Virtue waa taufhe 
through parablaa In which each ganentlon added to the 
wiadem it had iaherltod front Its predacaaeors. Villa^ 
life waa thus enriched by the incorporation of the 
wladen of leoeratiotta. 

The atory-teller'a art la almeat a forgotten art in 
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India iodty. We no ton^ meet the wandering 
minetrele who recounted teles o( eodent velour 
end roraenee, end un; their way »21 over the 
lend. The villefe tuthek er atery>t»]ler hes ebo die* 
eppeerad end left behind him 4 void that b diflkalt 
to All. For the minstreU end atory*tellere performed 
4 moat vdueble funetlen in the eodel economy of the 
vUleia. They were the cuetodJene of local tnditlcn 
end faith. They kept the memory of deeds of bereiem 
end Mcrifke freib in the people's mind. They were 
the reporters of noisbie beppemnp end pve to pesslnf 
events llie currency of Ic^ndery eternity. 

The story>teller wee not only e bistorisn and e poet, 
he wes in himself the one msn precnrsor of the Indian 
theatre or Fe^. The modem ste^e and cinema were 
unknown. Even to this day they are a luxury beyond 
the dreams of the vast me^ly of viUe^. Host 
htlls towns possess a cinema of sorts, and viUa^ folk, 
in spile of trade depression and the shuap in prices, 
dock to see the apotheoais of luxury and futility upon 
the aUver screen. Even religious passions are excited 
and satisAsd in the modern elnenu, but in the past 
it was all dJrerenl. Sefors the days of the rude, make¬ 
shift Voire, the story*telUr was tbs sols comfort and 
•elaoe of tbe villefcn, His art supplied to thair imagl. 
nation the pafeanis which remained uneaen. HLi 
vivid words p^ted baforo thoir eyea vlsiofte of herc^sm 
and cacrlAcs, of conflict and disharmony, and the Anal 
consummation in which truth and virtue triumphed. 

We are yet far from exhaustinf the functions whkh 
the story^tcDer perfonned, for It would be a miilalK 
to think of him as a mere individual. He was aa in- 
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■titulion without which vilk^ Ufa woiUd lose iU intereet 
and point, Actively, he wee many things In ooe, but he 
served eiso u the locus in which the social Ule of th# 
village wia eoneeatrated and came to eonsdeuaneee. 
Men gathered to hear hie tales, but once they had 
gathered, they naturally talked, end talked ehoat the 
things which intereeted them. The ilory'teUer's ioir44 
was tberalere a social clearing house, where not only 
were ideas exchanied and lasnee dieeuased, but rude 
Justice meted out to eodal delinquents. The dub 
vris unknown and uabeard ol. bot the want was hardly 
lelt so long as people could gather in the evenings and 
listen to the story.teller's tales. 

Tbe story-teller rarely, if ever, moved away from the 
level of villige life. £vea in the wildest flights of hie 
unaginatioo, he had to remember bis audience, for 
their appredatioa and contprabeneion was the condition 
of his success and livelihood. Kis tales of berdsm 
and Sacrifice lifted the hearts of the villagers, but they 
never soared beyond their familiar world of everyday. 
Homely allusiona and local relersncas were freely ab¬ 
sorbed In his currency end gave to his recitab the 
semblance of reality. 

We ar* too often inclined to think of religion In India 
in terma el aeciUoIsm and penance, of a lyric ecstasy 
of the mind in which ths familiar landmarks of every¬ 
day experience are swept twey. It le aU this and yat 
this Is not ell. For we lend to forget the elmpls pieties 
of day to day. of the normal routine of devotions which 
an as much a part of daily life as the physiological 
functionings of the body. The story-tsllor of old never 
mede thia nistake and bie etoriee were woven round 
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th« c«tl«joiu exp«rience And expectaijoiw of the p«pl#- 
Hlj laJas of berolMn c«ntre4 round the mythieiU lifuree 
erf tredltkmal fiithe, aAd their recordi <rf lervlee end 
Menace wen uMd to point t men] or UlueEnte r 
homjy, 



S. Riligion and Phiiosophy 

T x I : H & IA H rellgloni UO t]i« mjm iitery of 
unity Rtnd continuity. We hove briefly referred 
to the feet that the bewiktorinc variety o( Indian 
religiooi Ij due to the incorporation of difTere&t and 
perbapa rival creed* into Hindu rell^eui thou^t. The 
earlier Aryan* worahipped the forces of nature and 
pmoaf Aed them in their myths and hymns. Soon after 
tbeir settlement in India wa And the Vedk gode steadily 
displaced. Their role U taken by a trinity in whose 
composition the place of Brahma is gradually taJeea by 
Sakti or femala energy. Tlie Vedic literature contains 
no Rterence whatever to any female deity to which 
Sakti might even approximate, while the relerenees to 
Vishna and Siva are also ot the slightest. 

Siva with a trident ha* been traced back to Hohen- 
jodaro while the phallic element in hi* worship 1 * also 
regarded as evidence of his non*Aryan origin. Scholar* 
are generally of opinion that some pre-Aryan conception 
of Siva WAS fuperimpoaed upon that of the Vedle Rudra 
to determine the nature and worship of Siva la modem 
Hindulien. It ha* alio been suggasted that the story 
of the feast of Daksha from which Siva was evcleded 
contain* an allegorical reference to the late roccgrdtion 
of SIvsk The conception of Vishnu as the dark god 
1* also obviously noB*Aryan, It con perhaps ba 
explained best in terms of the attempt of the confjeering 
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Aryw to win evor Uie coTMi^uerod f'Mple» of coontry 
by ACOMiraodAtinf on« of Uwir piuictpil fod« in tli« 
Hindu puithoon. S«kU timilatly hu boon njArded 
MUi«|Cdd«M0( v«foUUoci«ndwuorl|UAUy>*onhipp«d 
fn ipHoj, It wu only ^dually thAt ehi wo* oecoxdod 
* ploM of honour in tho Khomo of Hindu godl. 

Tho Inienilint Aryano In oceoptin^ 

tho jodn and goddMMB of tbo Drtvlditni and other 
pr^Aryana modiArd both their forma and the ritual 
of their worship. This aJietAUon did net however 
provoke any opposition and was accepted by all aecUena 
of the poople. Such ineorporatlcn oi the deltlee of rival 
races or natlone into one pantheon Is not coaAned to 
India. Wbat is peculiar to India u the aeala and d«fre< 
of such iacorporation. One reason for this was the 
altitude of toleration engendered by lodia’a geography 
and history. This led to the recognitioo that though 
reaUty Is one ""d uiuhed. Its manifestations must be 
di5erent to different peraons in different stages of eivilisa* 
tion. Quite eariy in their history, the Aryans thanfota 
held that every creed coniiins elsniBota of truth, for 
it is the product ot man^a loaight at different lavela into 
the lanu truth about the same reality. 

The unity of the religious outlook ia India ha4 thus 
been baaed upon a phllceophie iplrit which recognises 
the value of both form and spirit, ot outward ritual and 
inner asaance. The ae.rlle«t Aryan religious experlecces 
roc o eded in the Vedaa pay little attention te form or 
ritual. Men's deepest yearnings were satisfied by a 
spiritual commonion with the foreea ef nature regarded 
as manifestationj of the Supreme Reality. It is getierally 
bald that though there was no caste system among the 
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Aiyan trlbwnt th» tune et their immigndoa, b priesthood 
had eooA beea lomied. 6y the tiin« tha Ri^ed& wu 
compoMd, the pheetly ceete bed eJmdy eepereted itself 
from the reel of the tribe, This neeesearUy led to the 
fiowih of rltuel end the development of elaboiete 
forme of vrenhip and eocrlAce. In Us>4> the materiel 
ajpeete of ritual increeeed 10 much that people tended 
to forget the inner purpoee of religloB. 

The foorfold division of tha Vedas sbovrs traces of 
tbie process of increasing elaboration. Religion 
generated ee a roiult of tho divtaloQ of labour which 
unfortunately oeeiBed into caste. Worship became 
for all practical purpoees the sole concern of a particular 
claa which regarded it as a profeeion or means of Uvelv 
hood. The need for religion can. however, no more 
than the seed for food, be vicariously satisAed. Empty 
rltoala and forms of worship provoke discontent in 
eensilive minds. We And that a serlee of reform move* 
msnts began which eulninated ia the teachings of the 
Buddha, As the matenaUstk ritualism had taken an 
extreme form, the reaction was also extreme. The 
Buddha preached the total renunciation of ntealism 
and worship and laid his whole emphasis on morality 
and spiritual discipline. 

The intensely Intellectuel approech of Buddhism was 
often beyond the range of the average man. Soon 
a new form of Htual grew up within Buddhism itself. 
This ritualism proved even more mateiiallsUo than 
tho ritualism which the Buddha had sought to beaieh. 
The Buddhist metaphysics of traasirace was raiw 
understood by many who argued that since 
an things are momentary, our acts and their 


TBI ABTAV STKTHBSTS 


71 


reculU also mwt be oxieMAteiy. Soeb ia attitude 
Qoderminee the buie of Borelhy end eecouifee e 
tendeacy te regiH tbe world w iDwory. Tble espkiu 
the looeoMee 1* naorale «Mch wtm pemded Indita 
eodety It aleo expUiae is pert tbe eacetk end nefitive 
etlitu^ ci aiad wheee p«wtb lad Ui mefty o< Indyi*l 
p^tlea] vkWtedae. Otbef^wer M I tf i en end peaelvlem 
U often cefefded today ee (be ebaneteriaUe Indien 
attitude tewerdft reelHy. It met be nmambered 
that tUi ie • (ebly kte cnnrtb, Tbe etory of eadest 
India is «w of CDotcrtel p roepef i ty tad pindrw. Tbe 
epirit of edventere vbkb Jed to tbe bfdMiof up of 
joafniAecDt emptree aad tbe erttifig ap of prespereut 
cobfliee acraae tbe Mae a bard to monoTr with ao 
aaeetk tod inenty ue^eiiM Cnjoe d niod, 

There is ceidaice ee wefl of tbe rectfoitioa 
of both (arm eod spirit, of oalweid ritaal aod ioner 
essecce in lodsee i tfgk w experieoee eod bietory. 
Tbe ecoceptioo of hCs as drrided into fov etaens or 
uhrareae is in ooe anae peraKariy Indies. It make* 
•n attempt to tambiae materiality with sprilusUly, 
worldly svcecae with spoiCatl aacallewn, Evoy mao 
must fo tbnmch tbe foorfold eta^ of Imtiarioa. bousw 
boldar'i life, retirameet aod f re e doa frea earthly btfide, 
No aspect of bamaA dastia or foaetaea is evcrlooked 
here. The eireatteaee wUeh k aoufbt must be mlieed 
tbroufb iadlvidai] u well as aerial aetivltieL This 
U acae evaa Is tbe eeaeepriee of tbe ralaea which every 
IndivldaaJ not seek. Kan fattk hlowril oel by aeekln| 
tbe epirit alone, but by a nabaatka of tbe values of 
earthly and spirltanl foo^ Kmn. erlhc. dJ an n e , and 
mokAn are tbe |oeds wfakfa lodsao tbo^t poetulatee. 
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Ttii* Courlold dSMiftutioTi U itself evidsnce thit tKe 
economic end politieel u well &s the hedoaistk slement* 
of human ebvncter ere e9ueUy reeog:nis«d. A breed* 
besed eeceptenee of eU tbe deoends oJ Ufe give lodlen 
religious outlook Its tremendoiu vfteltty. It Is this 
vilellty which bM enebled it to wlihstend the shock of 
time and eheoie end the diaUengc of new ways of thought. 

Fundamentally, therefore. It ie phileeophy which 
has determined Indian culture in all iti varioui manifeeta* 
tioas. The wide verlety.of the country, not only in her 
geogrofAy but eleo in ber tribes and lenguagM. cuetomi 
and beliefe. political organbatione and stagee of culture, 
prepared the miod to en acceptance of dlfierence and 
the search for uftity la Ibc midst of dlvaralty. It was 
the peculiar glory of the Aryan invaders who came to 
this land that they could formulate a philosophical 
expression for this acceptance. The result has been 
that in spite of Che most baffling differen ces in form, 
there is a unity, a continuity and strangest of all a unenl- 
mity in Indian thought which astomshee not only foreiga 
obeerven but Indian students ee well. 

Indian phlloeophy has never been conAred to the 
Iniellect alone, but taken up in its orUt the eeerch 
for a new way of Ufe. Indian ^liloeophy is Therefore 
essentially practical. Tliough this may liavo dream* 
scribed the limits of iu speculative adventure, it has 
helped in the Integration ef Indian Ilfs into a unity which 
rscogsises all dlfferenea as so many manUostatlons 
of the one reeJity. Neither solely worldly nor exclusively 
other-worldly, it helped both to iuitify and encourage 
a synthetic attitude of the mind. The world was coocslv* 
ed es a unity of reality cnaeifesting itself in many dlHarcnt 
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ftppMruica. PtiHfinn wu ceea a» • vaty 
expr««u)c lt»aU n imay drfkMt cnodA Both truth 
ftnd roiUty an tb ttcf ora undantoeiS aj maaiiaatAtiou 
of tho aH'porvaiivt priadpk o( writy in dUhfoac*. Thio 
(olsmit, lyatkotit tM pmruin Ipirtt of ■ftdtat IndltA 
thou^t faro to iU colwt tko roaUkMO, telormUon 
and ItoxiWliCy vUeh hutaoWod It to porstooto th« mtiM 
Tni« of tho ptopla «Bd mM oB attooipu to brook iHo 
eobtinoity wtd bfo of tbo OMMOt tndilkiB. 

Tho unlly of ootkiok wWeh i.Atinoooii itaoU ia political 
imUtotioQO oad ccoaooioc imifiioalliiiiii. hi ooeUl holhta 
and myo of life, oi Im^iofo lad Utentozo, a4t ood 
orcliitoclu/o oad rd%ioa ood phDocopby, still survivor. 
Indioa calturo is (has fcooi its oiriiost doyo tho nsoK 
of conflict ofld ryttSlMB and tbe aoiimfTitinn of elemeats 
from difierest soarcrs into ooo oMiniwm whole. Kcw 
com^U this p toc o fc of iat^ratioii was is proved by 
the fact that (bo fauHdartoa and framework of culture 
laid down by Ibia oarij syathesis has nevs 
U has M doubt frown and taken op within its orUt 
novel iofredients bvm novcf eouecea. la spite of 
modiflcatioAS uhkk Boat roenb IroB sacA incorporation. 
aU davoIopcBent bas boon alonf tho loeo laid down In 
the Ofoe ei tbe ejioa or parbepe stiQ oariier. All other 
eoBtemporvy oiTUoatioae bane disappeared aztd their 
culture is s tbenie lor Isfond snd ki s t ^. Tba sderitffk 
and basis of lodiaB dvUisatM bss also 

underfeoa radkal ehanfe. bot the outlMwe ^ Indian 
ooltuTO are «(>U proesrvod. Then caa be no freater 
ovideoca of (ha nadNaca and vitality d lodlaa culture 
thaa tbe fact that its only sod eootiawity bav» never 
been sooderod. 























































































MEDIEVAL RECONCIUATION 

r H8 

ytftoii «W W$ Jmt timJy tu* 

horn Uu tfiy >giwti tPm Uu rtnmniiwHvn •J wm*y oppotik 
tiMutda. Th4 mn4 pmm$ 9f t9i^tid mi M 

inUnaifiti • Uimamd Hum iftmiMi wM iJp aivpU of 
tdam in IniU. Fw Ho fint Uau im rocariod hiotery. 
Iniim rtUgima md oot*^ rypmt woto foui mU o 
iytkM •IneJt ms ofuoify prff ftnmtfPrd mi iofinik. 
T/u ciosM Mmm Hm was hy Jio eonkast 

bokooen How witooks. BinAiism hod t« »t «« oscwie 
oni ot/w^-morliiy pktu. In its eoatmarotim ttfon tho 
AhsoiuU. it nktatod tio affakt of tin worU to a posiUon 
of This ms Ms mpod pA^ Itiam Jomi 

damiitont wMm it op p oart i m tin tniim smu. Ititm 
on tko otim kmd was nm doetiif mi eonkoi npm Aio 
wofU in a ttattpUm of Ufo wfiiek mat viiol. orfonio 
•ni tooid. Tho y oan jo r fotik dto tt o% ti tin astnmP’ 
Horn of tin oU mi sMt itt mod tkntkm lotfnomy 
fonniatton, 

Od^tSo eonfUa mi cmM komm tin two odiookt 
aroto pndom mkuA it was tin mk of tniim oaUnro to 
roaoko. AtfinloitU tin fr t t m l tin^ idm t on Hinitu 
and Mutitnuai^footstimtinsolmliom hat not boon tmtpUk. 
Whom wo oonsiior tin iifsiis ^ Ms popdadon and tin 
many poido d pMM Unit Imt mpiate. wkd is mpritinf 
isnol Otd porfta fmim has nd yd boon aekiooti bd ihet 
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iiun akcyid A«m Amh tAs d^t4 «/ tyntAgsit vhteh 
Im 4Mu«Uy ruliitd. SttuUs, w dfeo find Ant 
nhirevtr ihnr4 *n fointa ^ ionfiiei, tluu eantra fotmd 
ntalmal IMnfs, TAa hittary ^ India in lft4 middia agtt. 
4i indttd a/ ail rtut ai all b’ffu$, it a stary of timmla 
far faUtical fowtr teanatnia anpramtey. Wa tan 
Aar^ find at^ Irnu af ttUpana or tammimai eot^ikt. 
7Aa iSuataiman no iauU fought IA 4 Hindu in maditaH 
IndA. Tha iutraaiy evar. if aU all, f^Al am- 

reiiiiaut or tanmmnal issuaa, CartfUM M^aan Afualima 
and Hindut van futi as fnfuanl ar ii^aquani as lAasa 
batwaan Muilitm and Muslim or Hindus and Hindaa. 
RsUgious fuaslaons raraly anlarad into minds af lAa 
rival prota^qnists. 

Tka Ar^ invasion ^ Sind mu inspired 6y cammareial 
considaraiiotts, Mahmud of Gkumi's raids wtra mart 
oflsnihannotdiraeladUiiAsaj^Uslian of Indian vaallhfor 
As aaiaiiuhmanl and consoMuian af his Turko^Paraian 
ampire. Whan As Afghans to pour down into India, 
it was »MauM efprsssvrgfram Ceniral Asia vhith dislocaUi 
iAa populatam on As IndAn borisrs. Aryans had earn 
A India for idsnHcal raasons and Aad baan faliowad by 
Anttmarabla horias ^ invadsrs AroufAsul Aa sarUsr 
pariod. TAs AffAan and Aa Turk iamkoki art rapaiUiona 
ofAaald alary. Babar in hit auhbi^apAy rtPsaU in an 
unmislahabU mannar Aa oparation af Ait principU in 
Ais partonal l^a. It mas Aa rapsMion af Aa aid tlary 
but wiA ona d^eranea. Tka invadars «A« had pourad 
inla India aflar Aa Aryan insursions vara. ttU lha Arabs 
appaartd on Aa seana, viAoui any daoaloptd euUura of 
AHr avn and vara tatailovad up M Aa Indian stream. 
r<h« nav mooamarU ^ ptopUs braufht in nan vhe had 
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a4^tti the tsternaU i/ net Ae e^irit ^ 
eipiliiatien. The firetiem reveoM £M/ at one fimen 
ef Aw iittinei euUwet and akntpiim of one inte 

the oAer. 
















































































/. Tki Hindxiiihani 

'put luPACt of Ulam <« India wu d«tp ina 

^ profound. Tlio oontAct betwMo now and old 
mode* of thought compellod ocuto tnd unntive mlodo 
to think ofreoh ihoul tho otonml probleou of the univone. 
Men's minds were freed from the tyiinny of <M traditional 
wnya. Now religiena and philoaophieo were evolved to 
nark the npprodiement between Hindu and IsUtmie 
modes ol thought. Yet the astimUatioa and syntbesle 
belweeo the two syrteme was oot eomf^, for the facts of 

physical disUztce and ioaccesnbility remained. Theiniec* 

change of thought and culture between the cental and 
the coontjy remained imperfect. The cttlee displayed the 
fuaion of the two cultures in which the numerical inferior- 
tty of the Muslim was counterbaianeed by bis poUtical 
importance. The small, compact and on the wb<^ 
hemogeneous Muslim aristocracy gave the tone to civic 
culture. In the country it waa otherwise. Difflcultlee 
of commuakaiion preservod some of the Indepndence of 
the local units. Without constant interchange of mm 
and ideas, the Inbarsnt rigidity of soeiil forme was able 
to assert itself. The result wm that UusUms in the 
provinces were influenced by the pr«SBn of Hindu 
forms of life. Roral culture, in spite ol laigfscale 
changes in religion, remained dominantly Hindu, for 
men changed thalr creed but not their way of life. 

In the extant textbooks of Indian history, the record 
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of difionnce tod Mnfiict u kept dive, but the dory 
of fuMQ end lyolhede U either forsotten or ignored. 
We era told the story of the rise and faD of dynasties, 
of invasions by new b«des from outside smd iruasoms 
aecoants of oppreMlon. pillafe and npine. There la 
hardly any mention of tha growth of social or 
eulturd lostitullone w the emarganca of new locitl 
fonns. Moat Hindus balievi that whatever manifesta* 
tions of civilisation theta ware in India took ahapa In 
sacienl dsya and hanee Indian olvilistiion means in 
eficot Hindo civilisation. Uussalfnans on their part 
suffer from miigiWngs end doubt, for If there is no record 
of human progress during the many centuries they have 
lived la India. Indian culture must neceaaanly be Hindu 
aad alien to them. It Is because the co-operative effort 
of KmdQS and Muslims in the creation of Xodiaa culture 
has not been properly estimated that Muslun end Hindu 
look at one another with suspicion, hatred and contempt. 
The sense of frustration at the trenteadous human wastage 
of more than «ght hundred years is at the root of much 
of the communal blttemesa of today. 

Theoretical considerations alone are auOelent to 
reject such as interpretation of medieval Indian history. 
Sven though we do net know ail the facts, wa can assert 
that It is incredible that two rich culturee ahould coine 
Into contact and remain unfruitful of new synthesis. 
Such hUtorical atarility would be something unprecedent* 
ed in the annals of man. Hindu coltura was remarkable 
for both volume and extent. Sven If It bad loel eome 
of its primal energy by tha tlma the Muslims appeared 
on the scene, it retained elements of permaoeat value 
for the human mind. It was inevitable that Muslims 
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wbo amft into conttel with it should Imbibs iu s^t. 
Co^pention twtveeQ th« two would b< difcctly piopof' 
tionots to tho intsnsity of their spIritueJ In 

•ncisnt Indie the higher dviUution of (he pr^Acyenj 
euffered irUitery dcfeet et the hends of the Invedlnf 
Aryen hordw, but in time tnmformed Aryen mentelily 
Iteeir by OkrichlAif the eulturel Ufe of the con^ueron. 
In Greece, Myceoeeen elvUieelien wee defeeted on tbe 
bolllehelde but luMred in the edoreecenee of a hl^er 
Kelienle coUure. The eame etory wu repe^ed in (be 
cditurel eenqueet of Rome by Greece efter Rome 
hed conquered Greece politically. In India too in tbe 
coodict on the plane of power politice, (he tfuaHme won 
bu( on the plane of inteUectuel and spiritual endeavour, 
tbe victory was mutoal and can be more properly describ¬ 
ed as intimate and far*reachinc co<persrfion. 

The real history of India in the middle ages U (has 
the record of attempts at synthew and cooperation 
between Hindus and Muslims on a thousand plana. 
The names of Racnanaoda and Kabir. of Nanalr and 
Chaitanyu arwd Momuddin come readily to the mind. 
The ^wth of Vaishnavism in Bengal and of the 
Bhakti cult in Maharashtra may be dlTeelly attributed 
to this fusion of relifioua cultura. It was not on tbs 
spiritual plana alona (bat there were attempts at co> 
operative activity. At first under the Psthans and later 
on a wider acalo onder the Mughals, this is unmiitakabls 
in the evolution ef customs and conduct, (atidena and 
faatlvals. In the vary proparatlon of food and ia eocial 
and household affairs. In the matter of dram, a new 
eoetume was evolved which marks a breakaway from 
Arab or Central Asian indoence. This pariod also saw 
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tho grovtb of t n«w Un^tie which Mrvao to thij lifty 
M I medium of eommunkution bolween !nditn» of 
different ncee and regions. The rich litenLturei In m&ny 
of the Indian lanjuafee serve oi remindait of the frewth 
of culture in medieviJ India. In every aphere of sottaJ, 
political end cultural life we And the eame Impulse of 
fkMion and ayntheeli. In architecture and leulpture^ 
music end peintlnf»In soclel habits end popular beliefs, 
the fusion of the old and the new eroatcd new forms In 
which the contribution of the two are Inextricably 
mixed. In a word tbe mentality of tho Muslim and the 
Hindu was eo fused in the various manlfeetatioas of 
Indian $eruoe that anybody who prides today Is the 
uoadulterated purity of bis Hindu culture or his Muslim 
heritafe shows a lamentable lack of historical knowled^ 
and Insist. Even as early as the tame of Babai the 
process of assimilation bad fone so far that he could 
characlBrlsc it as a unique mode of life—a mode to which 
be pve the name of tbe Hlndusthanl way. 

The worlda of philosophy and economics are at tbe 
6rst si|ht almcet totally unrelated. Yet In both these 
spheres we find unmlslalrable traces of eo*operatien 
between the Hoslim and tbe Hindu. It is indeed difficult 
to sty how much of the present world outlook of the Indian 
Hindo is derived front the Vedas and the UpanisHadsand 
hew reuoh from the teacbinfi of Islam, In exactly a similar 
manner. In belief and in behaviour, in habita and In 
social Institutions, the IndisA Muslim Shows unmbtaleable 
tracei of the influence of Hindu culture and cutlook, 
The influence of India was not in fact confined to Indian 
Muslims alone but affected the development of Muslim 
theolo^ ia Persia and Arabia as well. Buddhist modea 
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of tbeo^t hid p«netnted u Iat w«t u Egypt. Tbai* 
Br9Mhol»r» wbo And iintidpA(im« of the S«nnon on tho 
Mount m tht oarii«r wiiting* uid etUcU of Buddhlim. 
Th* EiMnw h»vo at timoi boon rogarded m a Budtihlif 
uct who Mttlod down In Aait Minor. The baiii of Suflim 
1* to bo louiht in the Koran, but It hu b«en i«»fouodly 
mlluenced by the camnti of Indian thought. ChriatiaD* 
Ity and neo-PiatonUm, Zeroaatrfaniam and Uaniaoi 
contributed to it* devalopmnt but porhapo the 
iMgeat axiernat influence wae tbo iiapact of Hlnduiim 
and of Buddhist pbllosophy. How dsa can one explain 
its attempt to aubmeife the individual in the Absolute In 
direct opposition to the tradiUonj of Semitic relimoiu 
since tba time of Mosce 1 

Reciprocity U the law in the spbcre of mental inflwnce^^ 
Profoundly affected by the modes of lodian thought, 
Sufism had in its tum a far-reaclung inAoence «, the 
Hindu religious outlook. Few suspect any external 
infioemce on the Vedanta of Sankara and yet there am 
reaaone to suppcee that he was infiaeoced ^ the impact 
of Islam on the prevalent modea of thought. Since the 
beginning of recorded hialoiy. all new movements in 
Hindu ihougiit, aJi innovatiom in Indian nl^oo and 
philoeephy had their origin In northern India. Suddenly 
about tha beginaing of the eighth oeniury, than ie a 
revolutionary change. The leadership of Indian thought 
and life is transferred to the eouth. Sankaxa and Rama¬ 
nuja, Nimbadilya and ViUabhacbaryya an all men of 
southern India. It U in the aouth that VtiahnaviBn 
and Sai>^m rue and flourish. PoUikal and social 
changes in the north cannot alone explain the sudden 
txaosfermatioa and historiaos have been posaled by 
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the sodden ehiJt in the centre oi nalioneJ «Uvitl«. 

reey find e clue to the solution of the myetery 
U we connect It with the odvent of lelem In the south 
•bout the middle of the eeventh eonlury. 

The fint tdwit of lilem on Indmn mU xvu in the 
eouth. Yeen betere the conqueit of Sind by Muhemmed 
bin KesliB. Arab tndera came into contact with the 
people of Travancore. ThU peaceful penetration went 
10 ter that If tradition la to N believed* the last of the 
Chertmen Penimal kings of Malabar wu converted 
to Islam and left his kingdom on a plJ|rimaga to 
Mecca, The title of Zemorin of CaHcut bean teotimony 
to the aothentidty of this tradition. Even to tbb 
a Mopla must be chosen to anoint him king. 
According to another fairly widely held tradition, Kaladi 
where Sankara was bon belonged to a small principality 
whom king bad also accepted Islam. There Is no 
evidence that these conversions were the result of military 
conquttt. Nor is there any indkatien that the change 
of faith by the king resulted in any large-scale tonver- 
BioM among the people at large. The evidence la by no 
means conclusive but the existence of such traditions 
indieatis the extent and depth of the Influence of 
Muslim thought on contemporary life in soutliem India. 

The contact and conflict of the two modee of thought 
culekened new qusetionlrgt in the individual mind. It 
was Inevitahte that an intellect lo acute and vigorous 
as Sankara’s should be attracted by thie alien mode of 
tliought and absorb out of it elements that suited his 
Qwa eaat of mind. The eld religious faith and world 
outlook of northern India was synthetic, decorous 
and contemplative. The mentality revealed In tbs 
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otvf wuth Indian phtloao^y of Hfo waa a^greasive 
and bt«nse in iH emotiooal almndanca u w«ll a» its 
flmphaato upon activity. 'Die paariviit, uU^ntrod 
and prodominontly intallactail nuniaLty ol iha north 
wu vuddanly tronaformad into a ravolationary Ufgancy 
in whioh «v«n th« intallocl Ucama an Inatnimant of 
paaalen. Parhapa rack ain^ item in Sankara'a 
. pblloaophy, though with differencaa in cmphaaia, may 
ba darivid ftom old Upanlshadic aonfoaa hut tha 
' tompar and ahapa of tha ayfithe«a achiovad auggeit tha 
operation of wmo novel element. It it fanciful to dad 
in Sankara'a fervour and seal tcacea of the influence of 
i the revolutionary eeal of Idam 7 

Sankara ia from many point of view one of tha most 
interesting figures in the history of Indian cultora It 
has been the practice to regard him as a product 
of purely Indian modes of thought. In fact it is 
even said that he was the champion of orthodox 
Brahmanical traditioru against the liberal but hetero* 
gertous teachings of Buddhism. It is also that 
ha carried the doctrine of unreality of the uoiversa 
to its logical extreme with the result that no room was 
left for monilly and righteooaneea. Sankara's absolute 
monism does M tree sight seam to reject the world 
as mere lUusion but if the world were mare iUutlcn^ 
all earthly activities would lose their slgnifietnea. The 
Buddhists would then be justified in regarding all life ai 
a bondage from which man must strive to eeeape by 
the eoppreesion of desire. Bven those who regard 
Sankara as the prophet of however agree that 

^ be was a vehement opponent of the Buddhist doctrine 
I of Nirvana and the passivism which resulted from it. 
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chief importance in the history of Indieo 
thought Htt in the feet that he sovigbt to meet aad 
answer BuddhUt me(sphy«c$ on id own ground. With 
the Buddhists, he also denied the treiuceodenlal reality 
of the world and pointed out the selt-contradietione 
which arise from a consistenl mitenalism. From tlie 
contradictory character of ordinary experience, the 
Buddhists interred that experience wee unreel Sankara 
pointed out that the inference wae not Justified for it 
wu itself bcMd on experier»ce. He substituted in 
place of the concept ci unreaUty that of inexpreesibUity 
or nyitery. To condemn experience as unreal leaves 
uaeaplain^ why there should at all be experience. To 
deecrlbe it as illusory demands an analysis ef the nature 
et the illusory. Even what we regard as Dluiloaa are 
thus in the uUimate analysis or a mystery. 

Saskara thus rseegnlsed the value of the eontribution 
made by the Buddha la the realm of pure metaphysics. 
Hs also saw (hat the ^re nlhiUsm of tlio Buddhist 
pbiloeephy destroyed the very hails of morality lot 
the ordinary man. He therefore accepted the Buddhist 
contention that the Inner reality is the Idea. Unlike 
Buddhists, he held that this Idea <i a permanent eve> 
lestlog unity, tbe real substratum underlying and 
supplying the basis of existence of everything in the 
world. As manlfestatlom or fonns of tKi% Idea function 
through Maya, everything is relatively real, eontiauw 
to be real aad has to bo accepted as real. It is only 
when, (hfougb attainment of supreme Imowledge. men 
actually reabse that Brahmin ia the one and only reality 
that they cao transcend this empirical point of view. 

Along with his acceptance of the Buddhist metaphyries. 


SKCOKClLIAttOK 

SvUunt accepted Vedic riteel and tbado^. He aba 
empbaaued dte aporttoee of ritaaJ fee eoaimcn 
men. He Qsaqvfvocallp neefnbed and aeeeptad tbe 
oeefabm* cd aett at woeafa^k uid OMdiutioo. It 
waa ehreggb tbe dmtiooal aapecte ol bit activic}' and 
the nee^boo that tdttaboa wtiboat a cooerete 
object cmU net eatirfp the ordinary man that he made 
tbe meet important eoMrOmtino tovaide tbe npliftmeat 
of t^ eoBotry and tbe pcencatMC of a ecnoioB 
philoaopb; thronfboat (be maeMa. 

The third elemeQt in Sankara'i pMkeophyafidteacMnf 
U the emphaaia on aetton which ha not only preached 
bat alae praetiMiL The idot that Saakan dlecazded 
all aetteo haa bi c oate hyaifteijl in oar miodt. Wa 
do net reaHee that thla, if tnm. would make him a fol* 
lowar of tbe Boddhiat metaphyaiea * which be eo 
vahemeatly attaekad. He declared afaia and a^aln 
that varioua aete preaoibad ia the ac rip tarae muat 
not be diacarded and aro eawtial te tbe eartiar eta^. 
ThiaempbaeiaontetMOBaybeinthenature of arsactioa 
troci the draial of activity ta both depnvad Hindaim 
and deprarad Boddhita pravatant at the lime of hie 
birtb. It may ako have been an eleaMBt derived from 
the teachioci ^ Gita. Aoetber. and eeee acbolan 
hava aoBBSted. a mto plaatible empid for the mphaeit 
OB aetloB may be fo un d in the fact that Islam had already 
made itself felt aa a force la the centry of Sankam'a 
birth, Tbe fact that tbe empbaab on actioo is combuted 
with a paaaioBate «! >■ « «*«-•* i^on the unity of the 
Bnhmaa nveala a leuRe of afinity with Islam wbicb b 
as stru^ as it is mierestiac. 

Sankara's life and »**«•>■«"(» is a shlnioi example of 
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' th« Spirit ol syntKesb which b a peeollir chartcteristic 
* ot Indian <ultur«. Kls teachings corntocd tha beet 
! ^anont* in Kindul&m and Buddhism, Ha avolvad 
4 practical philosophy which raconcllad the two major 
raUfloai lystems ot tha land atid sot at rest the biter- 
.Mciao worfara batwacn the Buddhist and the Hindu. 
jThere an reasons to think that ha also Incorporated 
inle hia synthaels thoM elemnia el the teaching of 
Islam which were most suited to the genius of tha land. 
His extreme monism, his rapudiatloa of all samblaaca 
el duality, his attempt to eatabllsh this monisna oa the 
aothority of revealed scriptune, his tendency to regard 
his own activity as mere restoration ol the origin^ 
purity ol Ibe revealed truth are all elements which 
, remiod one strongly of tbe tanets of IsUm, When 
one connects this eunilarity in outlook with tbe 
appearance of Islam as a living lorce in hb birthplace 
jisl belore his birth, the infereoce that he was influenced 
by the new faith cannot be rejected summarily, 
Sahkam thus laid the loundaElon ol the attempts 
at eynthcsb which constitute the religious hblory of 
India during the middle agee. Hamanasda and Kablr. 
Nanak and Dadu, Chaitanya and Tukaram all carried 
on the came tradition. The moat significant charts 
terirtie of theoe attempts at synthetb liee in the fact 
that there b no break or wre^ bom the past, Tbe 
novel clemeata are skilfully and almost imperceptibly 
fused with the eU and maintain the unity and continuity 
of the Indian spiritual outlook and sndeevour. 


2. Economics and An 


I K TKI field of economic orftnUdtlon, medieval 
Indie exhibiu tbe eejne itory of conflict end 
eyatheeia. The old cfriculturel economy wu yielding 
piece to a new feodeUsm baaed upon tbs fact of conquest 
Witbin the rifld itnicture of Ihle ayetera, Aleuddin'a 
attempt to resuiats the price of the necessUiea of life 
indicatea a social coaacioasuss tnanscending;, however 
imperfectly, the linutatiooa of io^vidual iotereal. 
Muhammad Toghlak’s attempt to ialroduee a token 
currency was premature and failed/ but his varioru 
measures surest that ha perhaps had a dim awarenaa 
of the character of money as a mere medium of exchao^ 
without any inUiDsk value of iU own. 

Tbe interplay of political and economic factors has 
not escaped the attention of careful students. Ttie 
close rtlaiion of capitalism and the Nation*wate has 
often been noticed and yet such interactions are forgotten 
or ignored In tha cam of Indian history. We find hardly 
any reccfeltlon of the ways In which the measures U 
Akbar, perhapa without any raallsatien on his part, 
prepared the ground for the advent of capltaUsn. He 
Inirodocod payment in currency In place of payment 
in kind in ntost state transactioos. and in other wnys 
encouragsd Che substitution of barter by a money 
economy. The reorganisation of land tenure started 
by Sher Shah was also concluded by him. All these 
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towAfdi thfi fuluM luptfceuioA of leudsUsm by 
oaptoUat raodet of production, but the procew wu 
not complctod m U» Ant coadition. vit,. th« conqaMt 
ond uLllisotien of the foreee of neture, wei itill unroellMd. 

The orl|in ef the »tru|gle between irvdivldueli end 
group! Ift medievel Indie, ee perhepe in other agee 
end elsewhere, is thus to be found in leculer eausee. 
That this wee the case can be eetebliehed by eoneiderfng 
one remarkable phenomenon in the hieiory of the times. 
The correletien between social aad geograpbietJ eondi* 
tione in Central Asia and the invasions of India has 
often been indicated. A phenomenon which has not 
yet received the attention it deeervee is the eiaergenee 
and duration of the Rajput power in medieval India'. 
SpeaJdng generally, one might say (hat before the eighth 
oestury and after the age of Aurangxeb, the Rajputs 
have hardly any importancr in Indian history. But 
during these thousand years or so, they dominate Indian 
hntory and this in e^te of their numerical and political 
inferiority to many other Iitditn groups and principa¬ 
lities. Before (be righth centory, the centre of power 
in Indian politics shifted along the banks of the Canges. 
From Aaoka right up to the days of Harshavardhena, 
It was from the east that political leadership came. 
From the eighth century onward we And a remarkabia 
change. The centre of power shifts from the east aad 
hovers round the central point of Delhi for about a 
thoueand yean. This was also the period of Rajput 
gloty and rise to powsr. 

The explsnatien of this phenomenon eooms to lie 
in the shifting of the commercial orientation of India. 
7111 the eighth century, Indian trade ruotee pointed 
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Bttbily Mwudd thQ 04K. T«wwd» thd «ut l&y tJw 
Ifiditn colonies &nd ovowm Mttlemants. Coatoct 
with oouatries so f&r oil u Chins snd Jspsa wss 
contlnaous end extsnsivo. There sn no doubt cslerencee 
to tndo with Europe ss well but thU could hsrdly 
eempsre with Indis's esstem trsde. The result wu 
that Indisa poUtlcftl lilo lecnsd towards the eset to 
derive its sustensiMe from the wealth which poured 
into the country from c«(ians beyond the sees. After 
the eeveoth ceatury, the eituetioa chsnced. With 
the rise of Arab power, s new reerititne tnde developed 
between Indie end the west. Ws hsve alreedy referred 
to Aieb eontscU with eouthem Indie frwn the eeventb 
century end the Areb invasions of Sind in the ea|hlh 
century msliily on eccount of commcrdsl ressona. Gujret 
became one of the centres cf this trade and wealth 
beg»n to pour into Indie from the west. 

This reorieiuetien of Indian commerce synchronises 
with the rise of Ratpuls to importance. What fives 
freater piquancy to the suffeslion of e relation 
botween tha two is the fact that Rajputana Ike directly 
on the trade route from Delhi to Oujrat, 'The control 
of this route eoon became the key to domination over 
tbs whole of northern India. We find that the story 
itarU with the struffle between Rajput chieftains to 
achieve supremacy over this refion. Soon the atrufgle 
between Rajput chiefs fives place to the conflict between 
Uewar and Delhi. Prom the time of Alauddin rifht 
down to the days of Akbar, the coorae of Indian history 
centres round this strug^. Tlie battlO'Cry used in 
this struggle was often religlcos or communal, but the 
core of the conflict undoubtedly lay in the desire to 
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control thl 0 unportant trade route uid thu* dominate 
the economic liie ot the country. 

The eudden fading of Sajput power out of the ^lure 
le equally elgnlAcont Aurangseb'a eampaigne egainet 
Raj Singh offer hardly any explanation, for the conflict 
in Chie can wae even more Indeclelve then the eejiler 
etrugglee between Delhi end Mewar. Alauddin and 
Btbar had inflicted much aeverv defeeu and yet 
Rajput power couM not be eniihcd by them. Akber 
eombiaed military pceaCiire with friendly overtures 
to tame them and baneee thdr coorgy to tlw expansion 
and bsintenance of hie empire, but even he could not 
stamp out their power or resilience. The real explenetion 
of the decay of Rajput power must, iberefore, be sought 
ia a different field. 

It is plausible to hold that thb collapse oi Rajput 
power, Idee Us rise, is to be attributed to a new shift 
in tbe centres of Indian trade and commerce. As 
Arab commerce with Tni'tta became more important 
than Indian commerce with the East Indies and Ualaya, 
Gojrat became the trade-mart of rndia and Rajputana 
rose to military prominence. With the discovery of the 
route round the Cape of Good Hope and esUblishment 
of trade centres In Calicut and the eest coast of India, 
the importance of Qujrat declined. With it declined 
ths ifopertanca of the Rajputs in Indian history. The 
rise cf Maratha power syoehronises with this new 
development. The establislimenl of Portuguera, Dutch 
and other European trade connections with India nude 
the control of tbe Indian Ocean one of the most 
important facten In the economic Hfe of lodia. 

With the growth of European trade interests, the 
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economic life of the country flowed into new chenoeli. 
The oentree o( politieel life »hifted to Uadm and Celeutta. 
Soon Rajput* end Marttha* were both reduced to 
poUtieel unlmpertane*. The Uarathoa continued the 
etniffle tor a century, but after the replacement of 
the PorlU8:ueee and the thitcb by the French and the 
firltieh a* the main carrier* el lodO'Suropean trade, 
they alee gradually loet In importance. The eeiergeoce 
of the port of Bombay, however, aMored that they 
would not fade away from the picture. Tha history 
of the wer* of the Rajput* and tha Haratha* a^inst 
Dalhi ha* often been up a* a ease of tbe atrufjle 
between Hindos and Mualims on leti^u* and communal 
grounds. The above analyei* suggest* that sudi history 
I*, on the contrary, better explained on the hypothesis 
that conflict* generate on the plane et material Interest 
and the Iclroduetioo of religiou* or cuHural elements I* 
fortuitous and accidental. 

The qrge to unity and continuity is exhibited abo 
ia the development of Indian art in ah it* forms. Indian 
culture, we have eeoD, was built on the principla of unity 
in diversity. In religion, it led to an abstraction from 
all outward phenomenon and Ihe realisation in mystic 
ecstasy of t^ idsntlty of the self with God. \^en 
this vision of the inner unity Is flirted, there Is a return 
to the world. The manifoldneas of phenomena ie then 
aeen is ths significant maulfestatioos of i fundamental 
unity. Architecture was ths objecriAeaUon of this 
consdousaess in solid mesa. Outside, the temple luxu¬ 
riates in form. Net an inch of empty space Is to be 
foqnd anywhere. The unbounded opulmce of detail 
and ornament serves to manifeet the reel which is the 
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truuc«ndenttl toUlity oi iiU (orms. Th« ahjiiM issidtt 
ii on the other bend 4 email dark call with scarcely 
ooe ray ol U|hl« There the soul of man mvet stand 
alone, lace to face with the eternal mysteiy. 

Inataaees of a purely Hindu style are to be iound 
nainly in the south. This does not Imply that then 
Is any aln^le style which can be charactsdsad 
la southern. It only implies that in spits of 
dUTareoces and variitlona, the soathern structures 
show a basic identity In conception and execution. 
This is equally true of the ilructuies of the north 
and diflereatiates them from similar anhitectural 
experiments in other countries of the world. The 
palaces, forts and tombs el northern India during the 
middle ages ^ov traces of Penisn inflosncc. In 
spite of their sunilanty to Persisii models, they 
reveal features that are aheo to the ideals of Persian 
arclutectura. Though indueoced deeply by Persian tec- 
deocaca, they have their baM in the traditions of uieisat 
India and are uvoistakably Indian. 

la tbs tamplas of the senth, it is the straight lino 
sAlcb dominates. All elaboration Is based upon the 
composition of lines and angles. Ajwther striking 
feature of this tmple arehitoeture la the exuberance 
ol Its sculptural decoration. Each pillar li carved 
out of solid rock and embellished with a hundred femi. 
The variety is so great that there Is hardly tlie repetition 
ol a single theme. In the famous tempis at Can^sevaram 
there ate sbont a thousand pillars. Met one (riliar 
is a repliet of any other. Sven la the smaller temple 
at Sioihschalam. tha pillars are all ol diSarect forms 
and motifs. The aim ol ibis architecture seams to be 
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to evmvhelm our miadi through ui obaodonco of form 
ond splendour. 

Tho eontrujt with th« erchiteeiure of the north is 
•0 gliring th«t ft dow not oecapo even the merost amttoiir. 
Even tho temples fn the north have broken away from 
the domination of the straight Ucm. They axbibil a com* 
peaitlen of the arch and the circle which subtly trinsfonns 
the almoophero. It is true that domes art rara, but 
av«n the turrets are diflarent from tboos of the south. 
Thoaa familiar only with the north cannot fully rsalUs 
this. To Ihsm the diflsrence between the tsmpls end 
the mosque seems more prominent than their undorlyiog 
similarity. But to thoos wlio have sson only the temples 
of tbs south, all arcliitecture of the north seems imbued 
with a Subtle aroma of tha mosquo. This is not 
surprising, for all the finest structures of the oortlw- 
whether mosqoa or teinple—are informed by t spirit 
ol harmony aod fusion of the two styles. 

Eoonomy of sculpture and other decoration la the 
Dotih is not a mere aeddect. The emphisis is on sym* 
metry of line* and balancing of masses. Volumes have 
been so dlspoeod as to create ui impression of unifonnlty. 
Arcbiteclure in the north centres round a basic idea. 
Its merit liea In harmony of stnicturiJ achievement 
rathur than the splendour and variety of the constituent 
units. It is remarkable that this synthesis could be 
achieved even In the case of tompls architecture. Though 
foreign influeneea may be adopted in othor ephores. 
the tendency is to resist Its application to the religious 
field. The fact that Hindu archltsctural genius could 
even In the religious held adapt Muslim Ideals to its 
own purposes is evidence of its streogth and vitality, 
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'RiA knAu«nc« wm not wid m fact couM not b« en^ 
uded. Whilo Saracenic itylet Influenced old Indian 
tradilieni, they In tbdr turn protoundly aJleelad the 
character of Muelim architecture in India. One need net 
refer to apedftc inatancea of Hindu patteme incorporated 
in the Muallm arehltoctura of the period. The lotue 
end the fdtcher wpply a conatant motif In the cone- 
trocUoiu of the Hindu period, but we And ill ekilful 
uM In the tombe of Muelim kln^a ee well. One of the 
main characlerierice of early Muslim architecture le lie 
simplicity end eeverity. Line meetj line with an anstere 
grace in whkh theie i» heudly any room for euperfluoua 
decoration. Even where there are embelJie^nte. 

take the form of gecinetrical patteme or calBgraphy 
raised to a fine art. In the arebiteetow ol northero 
India, this general priaciple of Muslim art undergoee 
an almost revolutionary change. Hindu and Moslim 

ekmeuts coalesce to form a new type of architecture. The 

seventy of MusUm architecture is mellowed down and 
the plaiic exuberance of Hindu art cortailed. The 
Saracenic emphaaia on harmony and form is blended 
with the Indian em^aala on e^ndour and decoration. 
Where the fuiion li complete, we have miraclea of archU 
teciure Ulce the Taj Mahal. Often the two syiteroe have 
not been perfectly fused and we find domination ol 
the one or the other etyle. Architectural eurloeitlee 
like Patehpur Sikri or the Ilmaddoula remain as 
unfulfilled experiments in eynthects. 

A rvation Is immortalised in ltl art. The political 
landscape may change from day to day and the ehlftiog 
leave no perroaneat impression on tha world's 
mi nd , Even In philosophy the detaib often crowd 
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out the ratlins of the whole till the soul Is lost in the 
IntrlcMiM of the intellect. In ert, however, it ii only 
the simple wui the elementel th«t remeio end stamp 
themselves upon the radsl That is 

why a nation's art reveals its Inmost character and 
Axes it for suecssdinf a|ss and pneratlone, 

Of all the arts, painting Is perhaps the most oiemsntal 
and permanent. Words are counters In man's sodal 
intercourse. With ehaofs in social forms they abo 
<han|;e. Musk b elemental, hot It is hardly permanent. 
The feelings it evi^es are so ileetin; and formless that 
its appeal seldom foes beyond a vafue stirriof of the 
aoo]. Its lack of deftnitertess dis^uabfles It for the full 
expresskpB of the peculiar racial genius of a people. 

Painting reaches back to the fundamentals and yet 
expresses partlcolai cacisJ cr temporal physiognomy. 
The meticulous precision of old Persian painting ta as 
signihcant of race as the elemental economy of Chineoe 
art. The solidarity of Dutch bourgeois civilisation 
confronts the tortured soul of modem Europe in the 
painting of the two periods mors trathfuUy and eflecUvely 
than peritaps In any other form of art. And what b 
tnie of painting elsewhere is equally true of painting 
In India. 

We need not linger over the long and forgottea history 
of Indian painting In the early ages. A hostile cUmsta 
and the ravages of time destroyed what succeeding 
tides of bvaders had left. Forgotten in the caves 
of Ajanta are prsoieus aehisvemenis which prcearvs 
the memory of an attempt to paint in ttmeleesnees. 
An amazing plasticity of form conceals the movement 
away from the solid and tbs tangible. The Indian 
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sununer irradUtM hett vid Ufbt, but tbe very radUoce 
di«olv«a t]ie individuality of objecu into a blurred 
harmony of vafue eutlioe. These ir«lC0«» ire the 
tetlhetk exprseaien of a culturt which frew out of 
the ayntheela of the eaparienee of many race* and imply 
a belancf between eppoeiof tendendoe. 

The walk irul eeUingi at AJanta are oovered with 
•cenee drawn oqoally from the life of the crowd and 
the life of the devotee. The flret type of pictarae k 
inundated by the joy of life aad repreeente power and 
glory, love and yooth. The eecond graup deplete the 
tod tranquil life of meditation and repreaente 
detachment and devotion, piety and faitb. Bnt the 
two worlds are treated neither separntely nor difEereatly. 
They eabibil the same pntwMftnCTWHM of the intense 
preesnre end throng of life which we have notice in 
the pr^Ielamic architectore of India. The figures 
cresnl npon one another. Men. women and children 
ia all poetuioe and attitudes are put together in bewil¬ 
dering confusion. It seems aa if the peioter was oppressed 
with tbe mioiitabla fecondily of life and sought to grasp 
and render it by ths exuberance of his arc. In all 
thk variety, the sensa of the unity of the real la never 
kat. Tlte sanctity of all phenomena k oxpreeced through 
the wonderful iaUmiey which the artist establkhea 
betweao hia human and bk non-human figures. What 
makes the achievement at AJanta even more amasing 
is that tbs medium through which the intensity of this 
thronging and unified life k rendered is primarily the 
line. It ie a visual rspresantaUoa of tha Intuition of 
the unity tindetlying all phenomena. 

The change to the ^larp precision of Mughal and 
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Rajpat paintifif it almost dialactkal. Nemtbalw 
tha la nalibar arbitrary Mr abivpt. Tbe art 

which waj brcu|ht to ladU by &baT and his daacandoiita 
was insplrad by an inUnso individuality. It wm not 
intaraatad In crowds cr maaaaa and bod hardly any direct 
Intoraat in eompofltlon. It atw thin^ in clear U^t 
and in definlta outline. It looked at every detail of tha 
individual flfura and took inAnita pains with it. Bom 
and cradled lo tha Oourts of Cheo|la and Timur, it could 
Dot conceivably be soft or aentiotental. It felt the urge 
of Vie with tremendooa force and communicated its 
paaalo&ato eoergy to what it pointed. The stomp 
oi mdividuallem in such pointing reached euggexated 
lengths. Pointing become mere portroitoie, bat port¬ 
raiture of emaoing clevenms. 

When this vigorous and individualistic style of pointing 
net the traditional painting of India, a new style was 
evolved which combined eleaents of both. Upon 
the plasticity of Ajania were imposed new lines of 
symmetry, proportion and spacing. Devoid of tbe 
bteose is^lioo of ancient Indian painting, this 
world of courtly manners shows on innate lyridara 
always misdfal of decorum. The abetraotion of ondent 
Indian ore orisea out of the stntcbbg of feelings 
olmeet beyond humon copodty. In Mughal ood Rajput 
painting Ihe abatractneie is the reaolt of limplilleatlon 
ond control. The one fa ecalatk. tba ether eiitk, but 
even Ite itttic*Beaa is Informed by tba memory ei former 
ecstasy. 

The music of south Indio reminds one ot 

every stage of the temples of the sooth. The eoUdity 
of structure and profusion of detoUs stomp them wfth 
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fto unmirtakAble identity. The music of tho north 
eftors A ihwp conirui. The solidity is nplaced by 
AO Airy gTACs, Wsolth of dstaUs gives plsxt to spacing 
and bs.rmony. Two different and contrary teadertcisa 
rule all art. One aims at dscoratloo. p^ixity and 
apUndeur. The otbsr Is domlAated by the ideal of 
topliclty. economy and sobriety. The one ssaks to 
everwbelm us by the profusion of form and the azesu 
of its material wealth. The other attempts to infloenee 
us through economy ol natafial and tha restralQi of 
its modes ol expreesion. The former carries (esthetic 
experiment to its oliimate Jiisits and seeks to express 
everything. The latter leava the greater portion 
onexpressed and conveys its message by the barest bints 
and suggestions. Tbs fonner expresses itself through the 
wealth of its achievement, the latter through the creattoo 
of a background where imagination finds free play. 

These two modes express two coreplementaiy ideals 
of life. We find perfection in art where the rival atreama 
of romantic and classical tendency are held in exquisite 
balance. We find a aew excellence In life when the 
moBtalities represented by these ideals ars fused to 
eeoate & new philosophy and culture. The Indian arvd 
Saracenic stjdsa supplied complertMntary elnaents 
ivfac«« fusion created not only a great art but a deep 
aUdii^ culture. 


3. hiod45 of Outlook 


W b )< A V ■ Mf^t9(l th4t tho wnttet uid (oMon 
o( Hindu wd Mu4lin collaROt in loutH wu 
raponalblt iot Um birth of & acw philosophy. It U 
not lurprisinf thst the impoct should be first (elt in ths 
sphere oi the intellect. First scqusintaxtce sttreets 
the intellect more than ths heart' Troths accepted 
by the inteUect do not immediately infioeoee behaviour. 
The tbnc'la^ between uttelleotoal accepUnee and 
emoticNQsl as^ilalion has often been noticed. Bat 
once a trath sinks into the eonsdousness. it begins 
to mould our emotions gives rise to new sxperunents 
in art. Because this requires closer and longer contacts, 
we And that Indo*Sanicenic art fiourisbed mainly in 
the north. 

Ws have pointed to tbs syntheds of Hiodu ssd KusUm 
models in (he achjsvsmsnts of IndUs architecture. Tbs 
Vaish&ava songs end lyrks of Sengsl offer another 
instance of such assimilation sad syotheels. The 
elements for the emergence of s suceeesful art were 
preeent in Bengal from early ttmea. Tbs advent of 
Islam acted aa a catalytic agent which fused the elesurtte 
together and brought Vaishnava poetry to its birtb. 

The Vaishnava poetry of Bengal Is a miracle of 
syntheeis. for it fusee aa active msottJity with a paselve 
philosophy of Uloston. The aprituality which is oftea 
regarded aa a distioguishlng feature of Hindu mentality 
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hu if) it ui elemsnt et passivity and qulMcane*. Oat 
but beUevt that in the early coAtacU between 
MMlim and Hlnda, the flret reaction of the Hindu was 
one of revolt. When the revolt failed, it led to a defeatiam 
which expressed Itself u ladlflerence te the world Th(i 
sjceto reaeUon eoB<ht to ^fy the epirit by mlAlmUinf 
the Iffiportanee of materiiJ eucceee. In thto attempt it 
made people for|et the glorknie eehievemente o( the 
eerly Hindus on the worldly plane. 

Th«e are few records today of tb# isagnifteenee 
and iplendoor of the IiKilan imperial tradition. The 
etofy of Indian expansion and colonial conquests 
are today mere le^eads. The manifold activitiee 
<rf the human mud which characterised the life of 
andent lodla were reduced to a dull ascetic grey 
by the time of the cuddle afes. Nor is this euzprtring. 
A mentality of asceticism is a necessary corollary to 
foreign conquest and domination. Even a society 
which is so eesenliaUy anti-ascetic as the Muslim 
developed an ascetic attitude after the British conquest 
of Indie. Hopes of reward end gloty in aa a(ter>Ufo 
were evoked to crowd out the coneciousneae of bitter 
dafeaU ia the proscDt. Dreams of traoseendefrltl 
MMoUence sought to eovar up the agony of empirical 
disaeten of every day. . 

This spirit ef asceticism had served a useful eoeiel 
poipoee in the economy of prwMusIlm culture In India. 
The empheeis open the Absolute made men indifferent 
to iaequelities in the material world. It reconciled 
to their fate thoee whom society had condemned to a 
hardly human life. This ascetic temper also axpleiM 
why men did not revolt against so^ tyranny and 
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in^ujtlw. Every nun is 4 repUet of Uu BroAfn4n. Tb« 
SroAMum is 4Uolui4 and therefore beyond space, time 
and appearance. In eoniequence tbe lndi|nitiee of the 
individual in empirical life coold be leered or explained 
away as mere Uliuicni which would diiappear on the 
ceseatioft of tide tranaitory Ufa. 

Tbe Impact of Islam shook this aaeetictsm to Ita very 
foua3at»ona. lahm was aaseniialiy a religion centrad 
upon tUe world arvd gave equal value to empirical and 
transcendontal conalderatione. It brought a dynamic 
nueeage of social democracy that few eystems of exbling 
poUticaJ or social ehrillaatioa could resist. It taught 
men that equality and fraternity must be nailaed in 
the life of day to day arvd could not be relegated to 
some remote and uneorthjy future. like an explosive 
force it bunt through the bonds and conventions which 
shackled the human mind. Tbe oppressed and destitute 
reaposded to that appeal everywbem and cc-operated 
in ita victoriee. It was this message of freedom for 
tbe Individual in his daily life that made tbe advance 
of Islam so swift and imaistlble. 

In tbe Vsishnava poetry of Bengal we find an artistic 
repreeentalieo of this conflict and its resolution. Its 
central motif is love and its attitude towards love is 
an exquisite axpreeaion of the aynthoals aehloved. Love 
is not merely a physical or mental state. Still less 
if it a mere Mnsatlon. It la an eager and imUtent 
urge of roind and body. It symbolises ths creative 
power of society and the iodividual. The rationalist 
cannot explain it away. Those who seek to account for it 
is tenns of bioIogiciJ nseeaslty alone also fail. Perhaps 
it can he best understood as the iodividual's adventure 
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iato the unchkrted /uture from the certointjes of hi* 
put tnd pres«Dt. Activity ij the oeance of such 
sUvonture and th« bolder the adventure, the purer tbe 
activity. Such activity frcM iiaelf front the bond* 
j of putpoaa and ia an expreMlon of (he cheer joy of life, 

j The manifeatatloA of luch free and onpurpoeive ener^ 

I conatliutM pure play. 

We And (hat |jl analysee of love finally lead to ita 
conception aa a mode of play. In Vaiehnave poetry this 
\ la expraeaed ae Z wfg— pure play of the aptrit whkh ia 

\ undetermined and indeterminate. Thia la, however, 

activity at ita purest, but io tbe L^tU of Vaishnava 
poetry, we atiU find traces of the old paaaivity of mind. 

We find that throughout the variatiou of emotion and 
MaOmot. the poet is always a passive object of love. 
Nowboais he the lovar. Everywhere he is the beloved. 

This may at first sight seem inevitable, for the relation 
of the human soul to the ultimate reality must be one of 
aal^ecelAii and tumnder. Thia is, however, based on an 
illeafei. Ob the «9f«iunon experience, the <^uest 
of the human tool for the ln£iui« mat (the this form. 

Prom the point of view of commonsenaa, this qumt 
ii however symbolical and posaeesea merely metaphorical 
solidity. When the mun to be symbolic, and 
tocemes the lole 4»r tbe eoul, we reach a level 
Ql experience where the dfetinelion of lubject and object 
is lost. It ii M longer tied down to the eemmoneenee 
conception of tbe human aou! ai dependent and limited. 

At each leveb the difference between the lover and the ■ 

Woved diaappears. In Vaiehnava poetry, the dietinction 
peitols. Thia shows that tbe phlloe^y of lUuaion ' 

has not been oooifJetely overcome On the ether hand, 
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th« emphuis ii on lov« m or pore activity. TUj 
showi that (he fatdistlc concoption ei raaJlty baa bean 
ahaken to ita very toundatlona. 

Thlj (uaion M«mi to be tho nadt of ayntheais between 
the Hindu and the HuaUm outlook on life. Moat mani* 
faaiatioM of the Indian aplrlt In the pra«Uualim period 
are Unfed with a note of m^bad. Such a conception 
allowa little aeope for the development of Indlvldoallty. 
The ooneclooaneea of diftereace between indivtduala la 
faint. Tha phUoaophy of meye helpe to explain why man 
auflertd the mequeJitiea and indifnitiea oflife so patiently. 
Belief in rebirth la aleo a direct conieqnence of thii 
attitude of nbd. The theory of rebirth denies profroee 
on the one hand and on the other, through its emphasis 
on the unity and equality of all life, pem away empirical 
lAequalitiea. A conception which seeks to five the saote 
value to insects and Urds and beasts and men cannot 
coQMtently with its assumptions emphasise either 
pnjfresi or human superiority. Islam on the other 
band insisted upon the superiority of msn and declared 
him to be the of crestion. He is rabject only to the 
fovemsnea of Cod. Tlile is echoed in the words of the 
Vaishnava poet who proclaims that man le the htfbeM 
truth and there is nothinf higher than this reaJUaiion. 

We have seen the role which storydelleis and wander* 
irtf minstrels played in the diffusion of cultura in ancient 
India. They explain the pervasiveness of philosophy in 
different planes of society. A curious evidence of their 
power ii provided by the development of the 
literature under the Uualims. Among the Hindus, the 
atory*teller was never at a foea for the materials of his 
craft. He couJd draw upon the unlimited reaourtos of 
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the KunayanB, tht UohnUiAratA And the Punnic legeBda 
to dcUfht. ATBUM and educate the people, Thia ia 
the way in which the teacUnfe of Kindunm were 
fimpUSed lor populir eonMmptien and permeated 
the maieei. Through the etory*teller, the ^ne^{t 
and inddenti ol Hindu mythology became common 
eerreney in the eoeUl and Intelleetual intercoum of the 
people. 

The Kuclim etory*tellcr wae at a eocnpAretive dU* 
edvADt Age, for the element of myth and Intend ie negligible 
in pristine leUm. He could of couree relate didactic 
taJee but the common man does not find delight In 
literature that is merely elevating. To live on the 
bread of religlouA inetructioo and moral homihee 
is dreary. Even mirAdce, without tbe eugar*coAting 
of human Interest to cover the core of theological need, 
soon pall upon the taste, Tbe Hindu legends supply 
adventure and moral tales, escsipades and intrigues, 
traachery and devotion and all the diverse eiraods which 
aahe up tbe coupkK pattern of human life. But 
tbe »tory*teUer was not to be so ^ly foiled. If HusUm 
bietory did not supply him with a mythoiogy, there 
wu nothing to prevent hie Invonting one. 

As in other fields, hare also Akbar wu perhaps tht 
first to expsrlment in a conscious and lystematle way, 
Tha proccei may havs started long befon his time, 
in all probaUlity Jt did. The Innovator we know is 
rarely an innovator. He is In most caseaths man who 
iDCcesded where his predeceeeon had felled. In any case 
the story goes that It was Akbar who first eonunlsaioaed 
hU court wil, Birbal, to prepare a Muslim version of the 
Hahabharmta. We all probably know the amusing but 
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tligStly bdscorou Mquel. Biibil 6fijoy«d the Emperof*! 
munifleence u Iod^ m he couJd and then preMsted him 
with 6 peter that proved fatal to the projeeted work: 
*' The Mahabhtrtta attrlbutea five buebaada to Dnupedl. 
How muky hi;abaade would the Emperor like for bit 
quttn in hij aevr Uahabharate f And which amonf 
hit courtien should they be ^ 

ThU etory may bt, and in oU probability ii pure 
Action. But even le^enda eoficeai a eon of fact uid 
the atory aume up for ua a procete that waa nal and 
continuou. The Uuatalman must have felt tbe need of 
meeting HjndtiUm on its own pound. The atory'teller 
waa a miaalonary too powerful to ne^ect. Soon we 
find Muslim etory-teOen and nunatrela.who oompeU on 
e^ual tenas with tbeir Hindo rivab. If the Hindu 
could sio; of Rama and Lakshmana and their lifelong 
devotion to one another, the Mualim could retort with 
tbe deeds oi Amir Hanifa. a legendary brother of Hasten 
and Hoaaaia. Ali became a son of mylhicaJ hero who 
combined in bis person tbe roles of BMma and Arjuna. 
Sven tbe exploits of Hanuman, a monkey |od end devoted 
worshipper of Rama, ware not allowed to go unchallenged. 
The cbaractar of Amir Umnfya was invented to serve 
as hia counterpart. Hanuman la tmmcrlsUsed in popular 
imaglnatien by the mighty leap with which he cleared 
the seta and want on to set Lanka on fire. Amir Ummlya 
doas not lag behind, for be too leaps through the air 
from aboro to ehora and 1 $ in hia own way a valiaat 
if unorthodox Aghter. Even today, la vlllagea and 
amoag large masses of the people, Punfbf literature 
with its mixture of the grotesque and the heroic folAla 
a function which ia tbe case of corroponding classes 
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Among th« Hindu* ia performed by the JUjTVAy*aA» (he 
MtbebhArtU and the Ponui. 

The rdI|lQue akaleion of theie tele* U often the ecjne 
hU over India, but the clothiAg of fleih and blood diflera 
from province to proviaee. Jiut u Jewi i* a valUnt 
^hter in old Saxon poetiy, i champion who dalighta 
in battle for ite own aaka, In India, too, we And that 
the hfendary hiroea change their ohancter from province 
to province. Change of character la perhape too etrong 
a word. The general outline of the atocy muat of neceeaily 
remain the same, but there ia jual the elighteet change 
in nuance or abide which nukea the hero the embodizaent 
of the loceJ ouQook. Thus (he Rama of Bengali foUolore 
dUbre, howevw slightly, trom the Rama of Tulaldas. 
KrUhaa in Bengal is the quantesaenee of e definite Bengali 
type. The heroes ia the folk literature of the Mu&saimans 
exhibit equally this tendency to provincialism. The 
Amir Hamu of Bengali PmiiJii Llerature is easentially 
a child cl the native eavironment. 

The nmilarities in the folk literature of the different 
proviacM are net half eo Intereating as their differeneee, 
The letter Indicate the peculiar social history of each 
locality and onehrlrte for ue the eusioms and traditions 
which were built up through their peculiar cucurrataacae. 
It la not without algnlAcaace (hat the Idu of a voyage 
recurs again and again in many ballads and aongs of But 
Bengal. The hare is more often a merchant than a king, 
though in almost all other parts of India, the legends 
centre round a Aghter or a prince. Gujrat k parhapa 
the only other exception but the exception Itself is 
revealing. We read of merchant prineee who assembled 
large fleets and sailed across the seas in quest of trads. 
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Advmtum m the ttu. ki4 in lands acroes the 
Ma» (he late of wivw and daci^ten who were left behind, 
the poeeibility of quick riee to wealth or auddea <v>) lapM 
of fectun^the etory-teUer wu free to play oo aJI the 
atope ol human emotion. He would lometlmea ralee the 
heart! of hie audleace to eMlatle axpecuney and than 
, lot them droop In the trough of dejection and deapelr. 
Someihinf of the aa^r, adventurous and sea-farin| Ufa 
of the tlmae waa shared even by those who had aover 
moved out of their viUafee. 

The siory^eller was often also a historian of coo* 
temporary manners. The social repercBsaioos of the 
Muslim conquest were not coofiaed to the capital or, 
the miiitaiy and aristocratic classes. Even io the 
vlila^, piquant situations arose snd the story>teJ)ec 
did not hesitate to employ to the full the opefiii)$» offered 
to him. The wars of tbe mythological heroes were 
foujhi aduin. and took a new sicniftcance in the light 
of current events, Religious thames were reinterpreted 
to suit modem needs, and changing customs enbalmed 
In the changeless medinm of art. 
t Some of the aspects of the Interaction of tbs Hindu 

and the Muslim slsmenti In the evolution of Indian 
cultura have bean iadleatad abova. The account mwt 
from the very oatuia of the ease remain Incomplete. 
When two powerful currants neat, thara Is no question 
of tbe abaction of tha ons in the ether. The two 
straains Join to create a naw form. Thsir separata 
contributions can hardly ba distinguished. The same 
thing happens when two bvlng orgenitou unite. A 
new orginisra Is bom which sharsa the charaetarisHcs 
of the parents, and k yst a unique Individual. Inter- 
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p«09(raitlon U complete efld bo element can revuiin 
nnebtn^ed bi the new eyntheeli. 

Thij li »hit beppened in the evolution of IndJen 
cultun in the middle *|ee< Old veloee were trensnated. 
Ancient thecnee were informed by the new eplrlt. We 
have referred to chen|e» in the intellectuel outiook and 
aehievemenie in the flelde of paintiaf, acchltecturi and 
poetry. Theee touch only a fringe of the problem, for the 
eeme etory of lyntheels le repeated in every epbere of life. 
The growth of a new language U by itaalf enough to 
demand the study of a IHe-time. The subtle changes 
in the tone and temper of Indian painting and munc 
,fem an equally fascinating theme. 

This integnting tendency Is not new, for it cbaracterised 
the development of ancient Indian culture as well 
Integration and syntbeais in the middle ages was poeaible 
because of the vitality of the cultures wbkh participated 
in such process. loert matter can be brought into 
juxtapovtion but does not marge or blend Into one an> 
other. It is only living spirits that can form a new unity. 
The adventure of the human spirit which started in 
this ancient land thousands of years ago has therefore 
never stopped. Indian culture underwent remariiable 
ehengee in the early period. When confronted with 
a lorelgfl and devol^ted culture, it absorbed the latter 
and grew richer in the proeeM. The story Is not yet 
over. The proeeee of eyntheeli continues to this day. 
With the condenastlon ol space and lime It Is bound 
to lead to Mill higher e<hlevesnents of the human mind. 
In thie oapedty for renewal and Infinite growth lies 
the secret of the unity and cootinuity of the coltore of 
India. 



MODERN FERMENT 

A POWtRef 4ttimUH0n tynUutit hat tknu^ 

(M tht [y« eh«rad*Hiti tit InJitn t^irit. Wt 
havt um itt awMtift in ;Ji$ rdigious JwifU and toeiaj 
intUMion* of aMent India. li it t^usUy mani/til 
in tit effvis at tht tonciHation oj 

itttdtneitt luring lit mtditv<d ftriai. CiviUtatiotu wUi 
Hfftrinf KiHory and bacMinund vtra to bt cast in 
ont comirtoH movid. Tit ftnius of opfiosipf euUarts 
uniitd to product a rich and compkx fgtkm oftmrivaiitd 
beatOy. Be/ote tit ^Utm couU be committed, item and 
i(ran{* ingredsentt mart introiuetd froH a and 

UHtxfietied guarter. In fast a ntm in tit fnstory of 
tit morid began mUi lie appearance of tit seafaring noHons 
of Bufope on tie Indian scant. 

Periapt tie most disKndipe feature of lie madtm age 
it man'e intreasing me of ttince to control lie form 
of nature. Begiming about lie stutnUtnii eanlwy. Ms 
has intlaped at an aetaUrattd pace miti retry pasting 
decade. Distance and piytkal obilaeUi iare been targefy 
omtome. New forms of tnargy hate boon k^ntsssd to 
man's purposes. This has led tea eomplettly new situa¬ 
tion in human affairs. In tie past, history was largety 
localised. Diffoidties ^ retarded tie mot^ 

mtnl of both men and ideas, Regionat eutinres eould iaoe 
fiourisitd in eomparsHoe isolaiion in suei a context but 
tod^ tits is no longer pessiile. Every r^on and culture 



lit TBS IHD!AB HBBJTA08 

^(8 tnd is sfftctsd ffsty othsr euUurt and ngion, 

Madam India is Urns nwiMWy iha /oeus 0 / ma>^ 
farm. Scitnu Am tfonsfamsd Ihs aariitr situaHan vMek 
mahUd har is maf* mueh dsstntdian and tnffsrinf hteams 

ksr hsalian in ons eamtr af lAa Svrasi^ catUinsni. A t 
^ ta undarhiu 0 ns thongs, ntn iha mtnnar in which thus 
nm fsrut impingsi npan htr mas n«m. Htr pmiont 
smtads wiM lha autsidt marU had A«#>i frsdminanUy by 
way 0 / land, tl mas Ihfongh land mlat M tnceasding 
faces and tribes had poured inia India. Her ampires^ 
map* Jar a bri^ period of eohniai expansien^hai di 
bean based an land. In feei. sea pomar had hardly eoer 
entered inlo 0w eakulalians a/ bar mpm<d rulars. She 
VM thareJoTC unprepared io nuti Snrope when it sailed 
aerou ueuharUd oceans and appeared on her unprotecied 
coasts. 

India has fated in the past many inoasions and suecess^ 
fatly eoeteom the challenge of new ptopUs and ideas. 
After the first 9/s«r^’M was over, she uf to assitnt- 
latePtenam fortes which iJw European inoaders had braifght. 
The ferment that charactanM mteh ef her lift today is 
tvidenee of her efforts m lAif direction. She Aaom 
diveru cultural ideals and pattems have in the modem world 
been bronght loieiher in a manner where 0wy must eiiherfind 
a smmen may of Uving or. with the appaUing increase in 
the power and range 0 /iesimetloe meapons, share a common 
r«i«. The history modem India it the record ef her 
renewed aiimpk la iiseooer unify in eli this diversify and 
achieve a now synthesis for herself and the world. 



/. In the Melting Pot 


W H SH Burop« ftpp«And en tha Indita imm, tha 
alru||la batwe«n tKo varfoui lorc«a working thara 
hftd 4ebi«v«d t tamporary baUneo. Th« raligloua 
cdlU of tK« saJnta and mystioa rnarkad Uie attaapt at 
rapproohamoDt in one direction. The leaaening of the 
ngoun of caste ntarked it In aflother. The comparative 
economic and political stability of tbe cmuitry under 
the Great Uughals is evidence that a balance had been 
reached la these apbcrea aa well 

It was. however, en unstable o^ulhbriiun. From 
tbe very nature of the case, the procesa of such synthesis 
can never be complete. Introduction of a single new 
element or the least shift ia the relative importance of 
ajdating elements alters the balance and tha changs 
which follow prove revolutionary. Tbe advent of tbe 
Weet was a tramerulouj fact. It not only brought 
many new elements into the Indian cauldroa but abo 
disturbed the existing dlapoeltien of foreea in lodiaa 
society. This released a mase of pent*up anargy ao> 
ouiQulated through ceuturlaa of alrifa and ayoihaalj. 
Lika tha last atoaa which starts en avalanche, a proeees 
of change bag»fi which bu not asdad and whoae future 
no one can yet foresee. 

Etf h fresh incursioo of race or idea had found the 
Indian temparamaat more malleable than baiors. Tide 
la a way accounts for India's capacity to bold in ona 
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s^nthetu divene croeda, customs M() outlooks. The 
impMt of tbs Ww. howflvor, diRend in eorUln Unportont 
rospecti from tU prevloiis incursions. TUI the sdv«nt 
of the West, new ideu and institutions b4d been 
breu^ht by people who c«me to settle here. They were 
opposed to many dementi in what they found, 
but the weight of numbers and the Inertia of af<*loaf 
custom bore them down. They were responsible for 
minor chan|ee but the total eAect remained unchanged 
and in rime they loet themeelvea in the ocean of Indian 
humanity. Uusllms were the only people who succeeded 
in resistuif such cubmergence, £vea in their case, the 
etuDp of Indian culture diSerentiated them from the rest 
of the world of Islam. It is true that tbey also influenced 
tbe Hindu modea of Hie, but their p/iaiaiy Influence was 
Confined to urban areas. Life in tbe Indian Tillages 
flowed along the ancient channels with hardly any change. 

The impact of Europe brought into being an entirely 
diSerent set of conditions. Soropeans who came to 
lodia had no intention of settling here. Some of them 
were for a time dasahd by the eplandonr of Indiin 
; dviliaatioo, bot soon they jssulated themsolvce against 
Its influence, they remained aUen by deliberate choice 
and buUt up their life in aceerdanee with the pattern 
of their own land. For the first time, therefore. India 
faced a civUiutlon which remained aloof and distant. 
Europeans were willing to give, but hot to take, while 
Indiana wanted neither to influence nor to be influenced. 

• It was aa if two closed ayilema faced one another upon 
the Indian soil. Abeenca ol relation is. howsver, itself 
4 kind of relatioQ. Ths aloofneea of ths two peoples 
could not be absolute. 
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Interaction between (he Weet and India wu, therelore. 
ineviUble, but It wa« at Ar«t an Ifiteractlon mainly on 
tha material ^ane. There were f4w» if any, coataets 
eircept tn the fleM of trade and eommarce. Oeode 
were interchanged but not the concept ci the go^. 
Such a atate, however, cannot continue long, Mao 
U an economic animal, but he le alee eomethlng more. 
Contact! which etert through material inttfeeta develop 
Into humen relatione. Thli aoon ht^poned with the 
Europeane who eime to India. KUtodcal acddenti 
aleo helped the proceee. Through a strange irooy of 
fate, men who had come for the lore of trade nmiised 
to rale the land. Political relatione impinged upon 
economic contacts. The human aspect cannot alugether 
be denied even in relatione that are porely economic 
When economic contacts are strengthened by political 
tiee, mtercourse can no longer be kept coohned to only 
the material plane. 

Indiawaajuet emerging iron (he ctage of rural economy 
when expanding trade brought Esrope to her shor« 
The family waa etill the eentre of her life. Even today 
our eocial reactione operate main!/ m the plane of 
the individual or the family. Individually ladiani 
•re one cf the cluneat people In the world and yet our 
ideas of aecial eleanlineae are lameatable. Scrupulously 
dean in our peraons, we hardly notice the dirt and iUth 
in eur surroundings. Into tbU world of ago^entrie 
social feelings, the West burst in with its growing espltal* 
ism and ths conconitaot devalopmcot of a complex 
eonadeusness. 

tt was inevitable that there should be profound and 
far-reaching changes in Indian modes of life, lo fact, 
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» silent uftpUoned revolotion hu been tekin^ pUee in 
lodUn eodety for the lest two htmdxed yeen. Dee(fD> 
tloootoldnncUonehajbeeafoOowedby Ois repudletion 
of oM vtleee. The etructore of eoeiety hM itself chenfcd. 
g^lt l iroape whicb were domlnent in the ilth century 
ue todey found reduced to the rtniti of eoeki periehi. 
One al^Ukent exemple wiU prove the extent of the 
change. Before 1774 , Uuslime were eeeoomtcally^ poU* 
tlcally and edocetionaUy the dominating community 
of Bengal. Sir William Hunter went so far as to My 
that it wae then Imposuhle for a Muslim of good family 
to be poor or unemployad. All this was chaoged ia 
the coorae of barely aeventy years. Warren Hastioge’ 
policy of replaciag Muslim revenue officers by Hindus 
start^ a process of InpovarishmeAt which was accelerated 
by the Fermanect Settlemeot and the Resumption 
Proceedings. ’n>e Pennaueot Settlement deprived most 
of the existing lajwi*owning (amUics of their land. The 
few Muslim famiUos that sorvived the Settlement 
were almost wiped cut by the Resumption Proceedings. 
Maraalay’s educational circular recommending tbe r«> 
placemeot of Petsian by English completed the change. 
Again according to Sir Willjam Hunter, it became 
almMi ImpoMible thoreafter for a Muslim of good family 
to enjoy employment or wealth. 

The change was net eonflned to any one community 
or any <mo upect of life. All old values and beliefs 
were being challenged. Old forms ef faith aad custom 
were crumbling. Social, ecoaemfe and poliricil 
institutions were breakup up at a terrifying pace. India 
was literally in the melting pot. The old social 
stratiheation was disturbed. New types emerged which 
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haiv« no panllel in tny pnvlous period. To (be plethora 
e( Indien feithe wis added the .znOttent ChrUtiwdt; 
of the wwtem world. Benda of Chriatlen nueoionehee 
not only proaelytieed hot aou^t to influence where 
they could not convert. The reetkea Suropetn aplrlt 
brought everyihiag under ita eerutiny. On the one 
herid. the melerlal contUtiene of hfe were profoundly 
changed. On the ether, the buttreeeee of trediUon 
end felth were undermined. 

The ptwteu of revolotlonery elienge wm farther 
heetened by maa’a increaeing control over the forces 
of nature. Thb ia perhaps the moct eig&lfleent feet In 
(he history of the Jeet ooc hundred years, Uedievel 
Indie had tried to reconcile tho decnente ccotrlbuted 
by difierent cultures arid clvlHsetiona. New religions 
and philoeophiee whkh appeared frem the fifteenth 
century onward ere iodicalions of such atteropts at 
rapprocliemeirt. Hindu social forme are less rigid in 
the aorth than in the south. This is a measure of the 
extent of Muslim influence. The attitude towards 
caete is the most prominent aspect of the diflereoce. 
In spite of ell attempts the procaas of recondUation 
yn$ howaver never crflnpleta. The facts of dktaBca 
and inaecaseiblUty cooperated with the inherent hgfdlty 
of social forma to prevent a complete and uniform eyn* 
th^ throughout tho country. 

Whon the materlaJ and religious influence of the 
European impact began to mshe liMlf felt, thinp were 
otherwlae. Revolutioaery changes had taken place 
in the oieano of social Intercoune. Different aecttoui 
and arsed were increasingly knit together. Both geo* 
graphically and culturally a proceea of compreaeloQ 


2Xfi TBS IHDIAM BBeiTAQB 

bad bfl^ua. InterduxiBe between tbe different tjptt 
becune more frequent end intense. In tl^ pMt> men 
bad cbenged their oeed wilbeot chui^ng their vrey of 
Now 4 proeeM befen by wbieh men changed 
their way of life without chugiog their creed. This 
explains why the extent of Christian induence upon 
eoetcmperary India is out of all proportion to the 
number of Christians In India. 

The advent of lalam with its charactenstio world 
outlook uidiMnced mainly the Hindu aristocrats and 
tcwn>dweUan. They howevor detannixMd the tendency 
if not the tone of the whole of Mdaty. Partially couAier* 
acted by the vul dlstanoea of the country and the general 
ImiDoUUty of the people^ the impact of Islam had yot 
dkturbed their inarlia When Chriillanlty came, man 
ware more willing and ready to aeeept iti Influence. 
Ibe conquest of apace and time through improved 
neeni of eommiuilealien and inteixourso minimised, 
If it did not eoJve. the problem of distance and immobility. 
The cbangea whkh the western modes of thought initiated 
did not step in the towns. It Altered into the viUegaa 
in ever widening ctrcles ef influence. A new leaven 
bed begun to work. * 

If India had laced the challenge of the West as a 
free and independent lend, the couree of human history 
for the last twocenturiea may have been entirely different. 
Free and independent India would have judg^ western 
culture on Its merits and accepted or rejected at wiU 
elemeats in it. A process of aynlhois would have 
begun for building up the future civUisetlon of the 
world by combining their moat valuable elemants. Hist¬ 
ory, however, decided otherwise. Polilical subjugation 
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cptapdkd EodiA tft Bcccpt sot ^41 w&s niitod to b«r 
|«ma» but vbot her fcod ga c oa n>i aw i» iapoted. They 
kunMMcd TnHi* to LbeirowB eeoooBy sud forced throogh 
chBogco wiihoQt r^ird to Isdien mtenstB. The old 
trsdiCioiMl fotten of tocU. oeuftociB c aad p^tical 
Uie ms dlstorbed tad at tea destroyed. Nor wee 
there esy sttcnpt to bold sp e new aod lote^nted 
oaUook which woold feratinfi (he heritor oi the pest 
with acw iB^redicats broo^t froa the West. Netare 
eanoct. however, pendk e vecBOOL Hsphesord end 
Ire^mcfttery K****** esd took the piece e( (he 

old wty of Ufe. The eld ww deeu o y ed beyoad recefl 
but the MW rcsBolM edS tstbers. 



2. Tke Bifurcation 


T ns DBCiBlOMto 4 dopt wwtCTfi inodes of gd ucs - 
tion wu la inch a context momentoos. Ths 
Briiiah took ths dsclaloB for tbelr own immediate political 
and commercial endt littio did they najiw that they 
wen lOwiBf the aoedi of • revolution which has few 
parallelj in hiatory. Macaulay foresaw some of the 
consequsnesi dimly hut even he could not |raep their 
total Implications. He thoo^l that it would lead 
to the bei|htenlnd of ths tone el Irvdlan Ute and in time 
to the eobititution of weetem for Indian etandaidi. 
There were Indisni who were dauled by their Aret 
acqueiatanco with weetem theu|ht, With Macaulay 
they believed that oce sheU of EnfJish booke was worth 
the accumulated wisdom of the antlis orient. Neither 
Uacauky nor hie contemporaries rsalieed that this 
was not a dmple case of impoeltlon of a European mould 
on the lodlan mind, but a rrrlvldtttlon of the Indian 
spirit which would in tbne create new fonos of thoo^t 
valid for East ead West alike, 

A fsotor which he^ tbe qokk aesimilatioa of weeters 
roodee of thoo^t wae that they were not wholly alien 
to the Indian eoU. The filtcrio^ of Greek culture throu gh 
Arabic and Penuo channels bad for almost eight cootviss 
prepared the Indian mmd. It was therefore peculiarly 
receptive to the same Ideas when they were again present* 
ed in symbols of the W«t, Besides, the culture of 
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the Wftst wis itMli compcate. Thm were the Hebnic 
ead the Hellenic etnode wcven into an indwohtble 
fabric. The HebreJc had Ita affinity* with the Anb 
tradition. Eres the Hellenic herlta^ came to Europe 
throufb an Anb medlom. New and vivid evidence of 
the eKtent and depth oi the Arab infiuenee has come to 
f U^t in the controversy over the contribution of Islamic 

eschatology la the conception of Danle'a DivintCmsiUa. 
One may not accept Aain*a view that the greatest of 
Chrlatlan poems waa largely inspired by Muslim thought 
but no one can deny the generic InOueoce of Arab 
culture on the outlook revealed In it. The Arab in bis 
turn had Incorporated In hla science and philoeepby 
clcinsnts borrowed from aneianc India, and In oune 
of time paaied them on to Europe. All thoee elamente, 
though in new and strange combinations, ware brought 
back to India by Buropa Uttle wonder then that 
undar the Impact of weatam culture, rivolutionary 
changee began in the Indian sceno till all the old land* 
marks were swept away one by one. 

The pert played in this historical procsaa by Christian 
educationists and misafonariee cannot be ignored. The 
early missions cootiined men who dedlttted thamselvw 
to the task of converting the people to Christianity. 
But more important than their rell^ua Influence was 
thrir influence upon the social mind of the age. They 
were the cducatora of youth. SVlth the political and 
aconoralc background sketched above, their maeeage of 
western culture revolutionised the mentsJity of those 
who came into contact with them, lo^scrimioato 
imitation and adoption of western habits led to excesm 
that were at times iboUsh and still inevitable in the 
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OTTnmilftiKes of tbe times. Everythir^ Indiac wu 
dtKvded utd youBf eiitha&iaats sought to suppress 
the vAoIe of thetr ncial and cultural past. 

Ihe period of bUod end indiscriminate Imitation 
did not continue long. Reaction wae inplieit in the 
human situation itseU. The tHumplu of European 
civiliaation at Ant overwhelmed the Indian mind. As 
aoon as the Ant shock of surptiae had won oft. old 
haUts of mind reasserted themselves. As old and 
proud civillMtlon like that of India could not be twsmped 
or obliterated so easily. Clashse and coafiicts between 
the different European nalions helped in destroying 
the iUusion of European superiority. Besides, olour 
acquaintance discovered many delects in European 
culture. Greater knowledge showed the existence of 
glaring social and politieiJ ills. Finer spirits from the 
Wsst reinterpreted the culture of the Bast. Indian 
iroitetore of the West were confronted by European 
admirers of the Bait. Standards and valuae of East 
and West were compared la a more objective spirit. 
Historical research helped to restore balance and samlty 
by discovering the identity of the human miod in diverse 
ctirroqodings, The &nt uncritical adoration of the 
West was followed by a mood of crilicaJ appraisal. 

The infantile enthualaem for all thin|s European 
disappeared in couiw of time, but not UU it had 
done one great dacoage to the Indian social fabric. 
The challenge to the old Ideals was no loss but a definite 
'gain. It compelled Indians to eonridar old problems 
anew and aximina old truths in the light of new data. 
Uofortsoately for India, the revaluation was at the 
cost of social unity. India’s old culture had undergone 
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tmufocxMti«m ic the put u well, but they were taerked 
by (radoalneu uid homofcoeity. Tbe whole of society 
bed slowly evolved with chAn^ini: times. The impact 
of Surope on the other hand led to a disruption of the 
social whole. A snail minority responded enthusustieal* 
ly to the new challer^e. In fact it went so far as to 
seek to boild up a new Europe on Indian soil. It discard* 
ed lodian inditions and soufht inspiration in western 
ideals. The vast maJoKty of Indians on the other hand 
dunf to tbe peat and renained almeet impervioua to 
the iitfluenee ot th« new civiliMtlen. 

The edeeetionel revolution brought about by 
Macaulay was lar^ly reaponslbU for this iMfureatien 
of Indian society. The western modes of education 
were iuper*imposed on tha country without any eon* 
•idortlion of India's indi|anous system or its nseds, 
India had developed iier own system of edueation In 
the course of centuries. It wes attuned to bar runJ 
economy. It mat the demarxda of her commerce and 
industry. It also served tha needs of Indian adminia* 
trmtton and lovemanc*. Judged by prevalent standards, 
it wu as progTsesiva as education snywhere else. Tb# 
majority el British adminietraters, however, d«irad a 
aystam of education that would serve beet their purpose 
of exploiting lodia’s resources. The old system of 
education did sot paw this test, for what eulted India 
did not suit her rriOw and impatient conquerm. 

It Was the lure of trado that brought Britam to India. 
Even after the ejaumptioo of authority, trade remained 
for long the first British iatenst. Administration 
was loog conducted with a view to commerdal advantege. 
For full exploitation of the country’s resources, BritaiQ 
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ceedcd t of middlemen wbo cotdd act as inter- 

prefers between her and the lodian people. The needs 
ol admisistradoo also poeed the same problem. Higher 
policy eould be determuied by the British themselves, 
but its apphcatioo to the daily nmtme of administration 
raqulnd the services ot indj|fenods men. The result 
was the creation of a large ministerial dass who helped 
the British la administration and commerce. The 
primary quaJlAeaiion for such sabordinatee was pro* 
fteiency in the English language. Education was 
therefore remodsUed to suit the needs of the rulert, 
Initsed ol development of human personality, the chief 
aim of education became the attainment of linguistic 
proficiency In English. 

It was inevitable that this new smphoiis on linguistic 
efficiency should lead to a lowering of educational ideals. 
There wee no organUed eystem of technical education 
la medievil India. Evan whet little wae taught through 
gnUds or through appreaticeehip now disappeared. 
Besldee, the eteady suppreesion of Indian industry 
and trade deetroyed the incentive to leehrdca] edocsdlOD. 
Education became more and ntore literary aad slowly 
Indians lost their maAlpulsiive ikDl. 

Ibcreasbig emphasis on mere llMracy also cut education 
adrift from the <udalir^ economy of the land. Skill 
in English was hardly necesaery for agricultural or 
conunercUl purposes. On the other hand, such skill 
provided easy aad soft jobs in Government or business 
concerns. TTio result is that agriculture, India’s laigeet 
industry, Is to this day manned by people who are 
hvdiy lettered. When an agriculturist takes to 
education, it Is invariably as a prelimisary to abandon- 
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n>ent of s^ri^ton. literate agriculturists ue aUncsi 
uoksowa end agricullurisls wbo become Uterate soon 
eeaae to be ^skultaruta. 

This divorce of educalioa from the country's economy 
bae resulted io iocreaani: bopoverisluaeni. Vp^t is 
worse, it hu lAtroduced t mw and dangerous division 
Into Indian society. The problams of communal and 
provincial jealousy are in themselves serious enough, 
Still more serious is the problem of the uidenu^ golf 
that today dividse the educated fma the unedocated 
clasees in India. It would perhaps be mere accurate 
to speak of the lettered and the unlettered classes 
than of Ihs educated and the urteduested. We have 
already seen that India evolved a culture of the people 
which wss relatively free of mere literacy. If this wss 
true in the days when ednettion was attuned to tbs Ills 
ol the country, it was Ur truer during the period of 
foreign hegemony. For decades education wss and 
still to loms extent is divorced from the nalilies of 
Indian Ilfs and geared to serve the interest of a foreign 
exploiting economy. I'he divorce of modom education 
from the Indian context is sliU a fact which threatens 
danger to the country's life. 

The new literate ^^»t*** Isrgely derive tholr Ideas from 
the West. They also have in one way or another derived 
tbeir living from lha British connection. Commerce 
may promise glittering prizes, bat the pruse are few 
and the compeKtors many. Service ou (he other hand 
promises security and sustenance. Compared to the 
sub-human standards which obtain aU roiand, men 
in service enjoy ralaiive comfort if net luxury. 
Their preferential position depends not so much on 
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cbtnctcr of ibmU tbOstf as oo superior Un^oistlc skill. 
Skieb ikifl c«a b o iw^ar bs ssiflp sequiRd LiMney 
1 a EnqUsh hsj eoatiadiA)' eip«nd«il ui the eotarse of 
the Uct eeotory sad led lo an iocrdiuCs erpsnstoa of 
Uis niddb cImms. Seos of tbo wmsogosaeos of tbia 
dispnportkA of tbs alddls dwoss om dlsoosssd latsr. 
Om BA«sleo«A (Mhtf* bovsvsr dmuym ^oekl aotUo. 
Tbs sxpsnsloB of tbs Midiik dsiias nsaat scro com* 
potlton (or s ttoytsd ewnW of |ote. Jobs eoold 
cot kssp pocs wilb (b« inu s Bss ia tbs aosbsn oi tbs 
lettered. A food dssl of tbe proviadsl sod 

liagolstic )s»loosi ei )b ecotsapersiy lodis may be 
traced to thb di^arity betwoea tbe noaben of tbe 
litente and tbe aemiiB of B^lhood open to tbsm. 

Of evea freatsr danfsr m tbe hmf ran b tbe srcajuof 
away of tbs Irtente dassea from tbs eotCws of tbe 
eouBtry. Oteracy lensrally to mbanlaatioo and 
ucbaniailoo asaaa a break with tbe past. Tbe rural 
pesaantry ami tbs ovban intsOiesatsU tend to drift 
farther from ooe aaotber. Free flew bel a e e n town and 
country bas been dielwlw]. Today tbsrs is ooe way 
traffic Isadlof to inproveriahamt «f tbs riDsfe ud no 
correspoodify sariebBeat of lbs town. Losa of coetact 
is kadiaf to kas of cdauasastation. Tbo uelsttered 
vUls^ and tW Mterod (owaoaaa bardly apeak tha 
ums laaftMft today. 

Tbs new Ulsratss »o leafw delva tbsir itrso^th 
bom (be sf^leoc tridltioaa of (be Tbsfr outlook 

Is westsn or mon frequently pssado weftera. Cot of! 
fromtbeirinooriafs. they are uastabls, lead and faetieeal. 
A deep MDM of coennamty bas io tbe past characterised 
Indiao life. Tbfa czplauB in part bow India wmtbered 


M iDftny QAtnnl ard huxoan slomu. The rural niusee, 
especially the peasantry, exhibit today eomethiag oI 
that eenea of comraunity life. They are unlettered, 
ifnerant md eupentitieus. but their very ImmobUity 
haa in it an element of granite strength. Such ^uaUtiw 
nuke (or endoranea but not for progreee. 

Tbua «e have on the one hand the maeeee that lack tba 
power of inlUatlve or expreaeion but are poeeaeeed of 
a primeval strength derived from the eoU. We have 
on the other hand an Intelligentsia that is reetlsas. eager 
and inquUtivs. Like flotsam it floats on the euface 
of Indian life but has r>o roote In the Lfe of the people. 
It yearns for pngrese but lacks the inner strength whicb 
can carry through great change. Community between 
the masse and the intelligentsia would enable each 
to compensate Us weakness by tbe other's strength. 
Instead of strengthening, the modem system of education 
tends to break tbe bond of that community. 



Gtogrdphical SatiMoliiy 

T ni IMPACT of BribA ctpfrotiwn bm^ht with 
it M imfhirii «pM eotioMl cpsKioeWMH. 
TU Ant Ewopotm «bo one (e ladio were eef«r 
to meet lodiAM oa bomen tenoe. Sees thb w«i 
rephee^ by e netoel elooleeee tbet mdered all bonds 
of iAtmeune. 1 b spiu of ybyiaed cooti^ty. tbe 
two people are today aepanted by a vast meotal distuice, 
Tbe nearer P««fTai>A came with iapeovemeat in tbe 
the BQia the Englishmaa 
drew away Iroa Ttv^n more the British 

withdrew into tbecnaetvcs. the mere marked became 
their sqiarataaea treo tbe pe(^>fe o( the couatry. 

Some of the eartier Empeaiu were ea^ to b eco m e 
ladiaM ami eoina were earned away by eatho* 

siawa tor evecytfaac Britaifa. Alter the British settled 
down iate a eepvau eaate. their sepazateaasa provoked 
reecUoB In the conDtry. The latwijl o< the solitary 
Ei^Ushmaa dia^of for dkaer was met by the myth 
of tbe imerotable tmtun who defied tbe be^ of fieah. 
The sptritQiJ (adiao was eppeeed to tbe material 
EiyUshnas. The more tbe IMikh etnpbasieed their 
own naUoewUty* (be sire^er grew the aaoM of aatiena* 
bty amofif lodltfia. 

Emphasis opoo (he TWih|iiiiiiaff of Britkfa naHenaHty 
and cnltore oeemeasily prerokad a eooedODSMM el 
Indian aatneabty. Thooch tbe e co wcoi c inpUcationa 
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of poUtictl MbjD|aUoD w«re oot tlways mfised, a 
apiht of inteoM patriolim dowlopad. Prom tha former 
repudiatioa of everythin! Indian, the reaction led to 
a blind adoration of the put. Indian renabeance wae 
often loot in reera revlvalUm, Hatienaium •«r>'ed 
u a protud lor reriving old iirpenlitiona Evtt today, 
we have net fully paaMd that ataga. The eurieue 
amalgam of peLtlea, religion and loeial eupentitlone 
that at timet ahocka acfentide iludaob may be attributed 
to thie perverted nationeliem. The idea of natioDiliam 
wea borrowed from the West, and yet Its development 
Inevitably led to the repudiation of all things weetem. 
Wealem ideu bad formerly aerved u the fod ofnewlinee 
of development, They are now rejected uniply beeauM 
they deive from the Weat. Attention Is often diverted 
from eeaentials and concentrated upon trivial externals 
that hardly matter. 

Pandoxical aa it may sound, capitalism wiib its 
political exproaaloQ in imperial doraiaatien exaggerates 
the importance of nationality. CapitaJiam ia 
on the private ownership of the ifulrvments of production. 
Private Ownership leode to production for profit instead 
of production for um. Tba larger the scale of production 
the greater the room for profit. The logiml sequel 
to the precoH of large*seale production le a tendency 
to world monopoly. The euanee of modem cepltaliam 
lias in the capture and exploitation of foreign markets. 
The profiti of such werld*\^e exploitation en however 
confined primarily to the poeaceiing clase. To divert 
the attention of the dlBpotieeeed among ibeir own 
people, they exalt the idea of nalloftal unity. This 
has led to the growtb of an exaggerated nationalism 


230 TBS IMDlAir SBSITA6B 

■n'.nn^ ths EtfOfMB pAoplBB It concwih istenol 
conflleu tad 4 ludi <4 naity before the 

foreifBcr. Tb« BcrtWi Iibwb eiyldtdd aatwiuJ feeling 
wltb r«eui>diac $otetm. TMr uuispt to tpfty it in 
tbe Indkn eootoxt bee led to Minlnf d e wtopcwate. 

A imd tewdi snity hw thmcboBt the tfee 
(ovemcd ladka biitory. In (be eadeat period it 
M to tbe lyotbeeii of diverw peeplee tad c^urei ia 
e biererchkal ijvleoi. A «a<ty «l oeUook developed 
wbieb tiMMOBded radel eed ptov iacia l benien. Tbe 
urfi towarda po li t ke l naiAeBtiM eleo mode iteeU felt^ 
but it wee eooatcnctod by tbe wtneae of tbe couatry 
kfid tbe of ^leitiute «**«»* of ecttmuniottioB. 

Ibe kek of oppcrt ea iCy tor intercMRe fitted with 
(be predooiaeatly esricvitBra) ffotwerry of tbe day. 
ToB^tber, they ocon^ed tbe growth of 1 iDtooomy. 
Tbe s y etem of villese repoUks bes fcibepe never 
been eqoelbd. The anity of India therefore espreeeed 
lUelf tbrde^ bofoa^ aad lheratore« custon aad 
relifion, ert aad phfloeophy, b«( coold fiad ao etable 
poUtkaJ aediua. 

Tbeouddk efwrefaat (be story iritbiBlDorwiatMGe. 
AttoapU et pohtfcal vuficatM coGtiaoe. Tbe old 
hiererehy of eaete U alowly r eplee o d by e new 
order. SociaJ bebfts art ptotooadly cheofed. New 
uperiiacrte in en eeteblieb arw aedee of vaity. 
Lenf«e|e. eusteo ead dreaa cbaafe tbrouffa theiaflseDee 
of tMv foccea Rive) lyeUiH of rkiftoe aad pfaOeeepby 
echieve new eyalbeea. A eew toavea wecbe (hrouflmt 
India ead nfrodneea a new caseetoarocee emenB ito 
peoples. Tbe iBoveaaeB( towde naity however remaina 
iacMopIete. A oeopeeftc cattire » created but it 
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does not tnuMiom tbe core of Indies Ufe. Diverse 
ekmenU we held teseihv but not nterged. 

We have already eeen th«t India's ^eofraphy ww 
• meet powerful factor for unity. Nature had narked 
out the lend to be one. Her whole bietcry bu been 
an unfuldUed endeavour te aelileve that end. Whenever 
political unification wee achieved, the country wte 
at peace with itself and the world. Attempts to divide 
the country into leparate eoverel^ Statee have in* 
variably failed. Equally doomed to failure baa been 
the attempt to extend the frontlan beyond her natural 
boundaries. Indian history has, therefore, oscillated 
between two extremes. One limit was marked 
by the fra^Tneniation of the land into many Statm. 
the other ly attempts to expand beyond India's natural 
frontiers. EqoUtbnam has been acbieved only when 
the forces of Usiory and gec^phy worked in unison. 

In the past this balance could not be znaintained. 
Lack of communications meant lack of control. With 
the imperfect methods of intercourse, It was impossible 
te maiotain contact over lo vast an area. Today all 
this has ehanfed with our jncreaaln* control over the 
forces of nature. Railways opened not the country 
and brought the outlying areas closer to out another. 
The country was rin^ in an iron hoop. Uotor cars 
pushed the procaas itlll further and today, earoplanea 
have almoat aolvad the problem of distance within 
India. The poet, the telegrapb and the telephoM 
have performed the eame function in a different way. 

For the flrat time in Irtdian history, conditions today 
exist (or a stable political unity. This is not due to 
British occupation of India. The British would have 
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Uks lonscr raUn bq( tar tba onr*b«nd eoarrol 
over tbc toe«» oi aatart. Thu anaWod then to 
maiAtoin eoatact with Uuir MtlMriand aM 
from eba profit o( India. Aa Kntfand drew nearer ia 
time and diatam. the E^Kilirain Mt hm and laaa rued 
of humaji ceetaet with (be India*. Smuiltaseonal^ it 
enabied him (o bold and d a veioy a oetralland State. 
Tba extent of tbe Kiof’a ranch aenatfred the extent of 
the pow e r in fonner dnya. la aoden lima, 

tbe State can ceacb not t« arena be y ond aa Alaxaoder'e 
dseapu. And not only eenA out. boc heap eonatact 
touch aaf eontrd. Modem a ckn tife development* 
and the improvements b the auniu oi cocBnooicntioa 
make the oepoBotien o( India aa one State not only 
feasible bat necensntr. Tbe efatirwii* of aoity caa 
today find a ^irOif Uirt i^ It is not aoddaitaJ 

that Indian nariftaai coosefoasDew is a recent growth. 

Tbe idea of geoftipfaicnl nationeHty is therefore 
largely a recoit deveSopmoit. rvely before 

theroght of iheouclvcn in terms of natwohood. There 
wu a loose and taemooa ooity of enhom, bnt no wuty 
of political orginmtioo. The vaatneas nf (be conntjy 
and tha "h— of mod — methoda of cooumuueatioii 
worked agaioat political wubcaiion. Equally important 
was the cbeeaee of any Muee ef oatknabty m lu modarii 
meaning. Capitabam and tbe naiioa*staU have devaioped 
side by side. That India in net a Matkm State is another 
way of recordiaf (he (act that espitabam ia for India 
atill a devalopauat nf tbe future. 

Th* Ida* of natioMbty haa predModly aAected the 
Iridian eonseieoeneee. Tbia dbturbaiKB is moat pro- 
fioooced ia tba aimSa of the yonoger guuratioe and 
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specially tmong tbe itud«nU. Th«y nuive Ui« imptct 
o( new IdMB directly. Their raeoiftl reeUience eneblee 
them te reect to every infiueoee brotj^t to beex upon 
them. They are relatively free <rom the etaMMa^ 
influence ot vetted intemeli. Ai rtudenti, they have 
not yet been fitted into the social framework in any specific 
form. They retd ef the glodee of the western nation¬ 
state. It seems to them that the triumph of the West 
is due to Its aeeeptacee of tlie principle of nationalism. 
InAnila poseibilillee seeen to open before them once 
Zadla becoma a nation-state. 

Western thought has also had an influence In increasio^ 
the ompliaais upon democracy. It would be wrong 
to say that democracy was unknown to India. In the 
early viUage republic, India found a type of democracy 
which has rarely been excelled. Even the hierarchy 
of caste was originally an iasUwoent of democracy. 
By emphastung function, it ‘wtaKixt an Individnal to 
rise in the social scale. This was however changed 
when birth, and not fonction became the basis of caste. 
Before tbe advent of Islam. Buddhism made the 
lint serious atteck on the citadel of caste. It did 
not fully succeed bet left its mark M the Hindu 
social system. Chas|es occurred everywhere but the 
most far-reaching and persistent eiTeets were felt la 
north-weiiera and north-eastern India. 

Iikm*s democratic challenge has perhape never been 
equalled by any other religleue or social system. Its 
advent on the Indian eceeie was marked by a profound 
stirring of eonsefousnees. It modified tbe baeis of 
Hindu eocial structure throughout northern India. 
In north-eastern India, its success was phenomenal. 
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Obb caeael aacspe tbe cbocIumb that (h« eubcr 
Impact of Boddhim wis eae the factor* which con* 
tributed to its orarwhalinim victor)* in tho north* 
msmtd rsfieiia. 

Ajid yM daMofftcy CMlI aot b« a dsdaive force 
in lediaU political kfa. The Indiaa iatoDaet delicti ja 
the abetraet ead the oaivecial The iodivideal hardly 
eakta for U, This tesdcKy to cubcMrye the particelu 
is the fCDaril b nanifeet is Ixbaa reH|:ion, art and 
pUlcoophy. Indian leBfwBa tolerata inequity, 

The indivldaa] to bat a fleeting enbedifiMfit of the 
Abcohite end the AbeohiCI can caHer aeiUMr tadjfnity 
sorwreog. In todian peiatiag, we oame acroes liW tree, 
bet rvely acrcoe a partiailar tree with an individual 
pbysio^wmy and shape. Even baman bnnp ere 
etyhsed and stereotyped. In ladian philosophy, 
the partieater bee vahie only as a fapctioa of the imj- 
veneL In a word, the Tiwitan iatcUect emphasised 
tbs type and tended to IfDore the individual. 

This ind ifler tnce to the br«te pertieolar also explaine 
why Indie oi iawd (toe sooitifie tamper and attitude. 
India thrw ap many tadiv^aels of gmt genius and 
they discevered truths. There are brilliaat 

enticipatMne laeden icieBtUc Itoeory but there was 
no sdenee in the moderm ecaaa. ladlflarMoe to the 
iadivldael is perhaps one of the ma^ (acton which 
pieventad the gree^ of todiaa adeoea. Uemecney 
to however aothiog if not a recegBitieo of (he veJae 
of the indlvUmO. b Intoa, democracy therefore 
worked vitUo strictly dedned tomsts. It eo«ld function 
in the Tiflafe •hen peneaal raktiom softeewd the 
obmpmee of abstract tlv^t. Oeuidc the range of 
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Immediate uid iAlioi«t« mnttcte, it ran&lned & mere 
bodylott Idtt. 

Tb6 vutftMi ol tJM country wcoromodtlnd vilUgo 
democrtey tlongftido tatocrfttk imp«fiAli<fn. Th«r« 
wta 4 good d«nl of local fitodom, but it wai tclw»t«d 
rtihor tbu rocognUed. Whinev»r It ctmo to 4 cUoh» 
compact milltery pow«r triumphod ow UAorginiMd 
public opinion. Tho Europotn erephaab on loitltu* 
tioncl democracy thereion brought aomolhlng new 
to the Indian conseleueneM. What ww also new wu 
the InereaM in control over the foreee of ncturo. lU 
meet vbibU eynbol was the improvement in tbo means 
oX commonicatlon. The spirit of democracy now found 
a proper vehicle. At Snt through the railway traio, 
and later UuoQgh the country bus. equality invaded 
the countryside. 


4. The ConjUa 

I K DIA y BAivKiihim f«v*d tBOcarUinly b«t wwu 

wMtem iMdM of y« tad Um M tod fuptntdid 
forat. TIm Mcoruiaty aflected the nwittlity 
of tho tfe. Tbt diatnrtitaM wis oatnnUy pwtMt 
tawcf tba y^joDf. n* yrectw proved t cpotiawaf oim, 
(o( tb< iMrld vtt bepood tbt fta^e of attioful* 
ism. ladit vt» farad to atptik n ce sbnultaoeoody 
toe thropyh edikh Eoropotn countnes bad 

passed in sutc e ti ve suget. We have r ef e r red to 
too abortive capitalisa «i ladU. Hct MtioDtluin 
and denoerwy vere toiratenad with the bom airested 
devefaptaeat, Beton she had fulfy e volved her eatioita- 
lily or bar democracy, abe was toced with the problem 
of orgt&ieaf ber life ia tenaa erf soc i al coUaetivim. 

The devefapewnt of cajataBam laada to a demand far 
world moe^oly. Ucnopoly raiaaa ^needooa about the 
disthbutfaft of Ma predta ameog the wioua meeibert 
of soefaty. A prlnllive nsil eeoocoy eaa be eeotrod 
touad (ha (inily or the tribe. The father tSla and 
tba mother waavaa tad eoel*. Qrfldraa help to the 
held or booea. Each family reprodoeea aoefaty la 
oiniatue. Vi^th grewtog ^od iaertostog 

sfaU to dUSareot types of week, the tribe or vUUga takse 
tos place of the fae^y, bet the Ufa of the tribe or village 
ibU reotatoe ad<oetatoad. It ia ooly when trade 
aod emmaera develop b ey ood tribal Ibnits that social 
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intwdep«ndenc« beconea safficiently Krortf to colouc 
cammurml pcycbolO|y, 

Tho ftnt World W«r shook tho blisis of existing 
weiMm culture. It revetled the contradictions inherent 
in natlooelity and capitalism in a rvaked fonn. New 
ideas captund the ima^irvation of the Intslleetuall/ 
alert, Tlie profeund dleturbancea in man's accepted 
beliefs and habits were climaxed In the socialist rsvolu* 
Uon of Russia. It ie yet too early to aseees its repe^ 
elusions on the various forme of eoe l al life. The 
cballeoie to pKvute property snd the profit motive 
is however too f r?at to be ignored by any type of society. 
The apitalist towards nvnopoly was brought 
to its laical eoncUiflon. The purpose of the monopoly 
was at least In theory iraasfornied from that el private 
benefit to service. 

The two World Wars have disiUuslorwd young men 
all over Che world about the possiUlitles ot capiUlum. 
The threat of unemployment and starvation is a strong 
reminder of the failuie of the existing system. In India, 
it is not even full<fiedged oapitalisa but a hybdd system 
under which ths middle classes continually grow. They 
expand, but without essurtnee ol either prosperity or 
security. Stodeats who derive mainly from the middle 
claMS are haunted by the spectre of uaemploymeot 
throughout their student life. 

Ths middle classce have everywhere started te realise 
that ihsy have no future. In India, their plight Is 
stIU more pitiable. The growth of eapiultsm hss is 
ether countrisn secured them a place in the social 
economy. In India, the expansion of indigenous 
capitalism was resisted by tha British through political 
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«fid economic pcessoK. And yet, the rebtive eomforte 
eiijoyed by the middk cUsses cootmiully ettnct 
recruits from otber strata of society. A middle class 
bas developed which is too numerous for support by 
tbe esistiof economy. Its members refuse to go back 
to % lower level of ecooonuc competence. And yet 
their march forward to capitalkm is hampered in a 
thousand ways. Unemployment baa incxeesed and 
so has discoBteot. 

The sense of Crustratfon so often exhibited by Indian 
youD^ men is a direct outcome of this state of affairs. 
Seoalism with its ideal of social justice and equality 
of opportunity challeii|:es thdr endeavour and theic 
faith. The cMtext in wtuch they have to work and 
Kve far removed from the realisation of such 

a cban$ed social order. The conflict between their 
aspirations and their surrounding provokes in the 
majorty despondence and li|ht*beatteil flippancy. It 
is Only in a minority that it obalfenfes determined 
effort and striving. In the ccmplea and often Inchoate 
mentality of (he yonsg Indians of today, the three 
elements which cause the greatest ferment are the idms 
of nationality and socialism and e sense of imstrackm 
and purposeltssnass. 

The seeds of discontent and unrest spread fax and 
wide and fell on congenial soiL This process was 
however disguised for a tune. In the early stages, 
western education brought with it a guarantee of mat^ 
rial succee. The Ihrt reaction was ooe of nncrillcal 
adulation, but the phase of uncritical adoration could 
not and did oot last loi^. The flrst flosh of adjnira.tion 
wore away and ^multaAeously the pressnra of economic 
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foTcn bcc&nu iiuutest Westers education 
linanatee maiena} prosperity only so lon^ as its votaries 
were suSdeotly iew to be absorbed ic tbe ecoaonlc 
system ot Uae time. WitK increase m their nomben, 
a cbafige io the c c o a omic order became impenbve 
and yet the obstacles to any chan^ were almoat in* 
superabje. The silent destnKtion oX lodJa’s indnstrisl 
life bad ioD$ escaped attention but it conJd no lon^ 
ba ignored. Tbe increase is thesurobers of the educated 
unemployed and the constant frowth is tbs pressnn 
on tbs soil were only symptoms of the mowing malady. 

The growinf impoverishment of the coimtry 
accompanied a for a better standard ot kfe. 

It may souod paradoxical bot its historical reasons 
are not tar to seek. European ca^xtaiism bad already 
started on its triumphant career when it came into 
close contact with India. How the Indian market 
accelerated the growth of that capitalism and sustained 
it is a story into which we need not enter bera Kor 
is this the occasion to trace the repercussions b e twe e n 
political and economic foica. The operation of the 
same ecor>ociuc laws which brought EngUod on the 
Indien scene led in their natoraJ worhinf to the political 
subjugatiofi of India. 

Tbe immature and undeveloped industriee of India 
faced the vigorous and hungry capitalism of the West. 
Indisn industriee wen destroyed and the country forced 
back to the rural economy hoot which it was seeking 
to emerge. The reversion to an agricultural way of 
life coupled with enforced peace increased existing 
difficulties and created os*i problems. The population 
increased bot tbe coontry was denuded of its wealth. 
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Land cba never provide for Che whole popoUtioa ade¬ 
quately. except in societies that ere still pdmTtive io 
organisation, lo lodla. the dock of civilisation was 
pul back. At the same time, cootact with the West 
revealsil to the people a panorama of immense po»- 
sibUilies. The higher standard of roiterial civilisation 
achieved by the West served as a challenge tad an 
irritant. The growing impoverishment oi the country 
edded an element of bitt e rn es s to tho se who came into 
contact with the prosperous Went. Better means of 
communication and the dehaUlitation of the old social 
order made this discontent deep and widespread. A 
new spirit of unrest and inquiry permeated the coustiy 
and the people. 

Western ideas and the growing impoverishment 
of the country are two factors which sowed the seeds 
of discontent in the Indian mind. The inoeased 
facilities of intercourse and ooi]iiiiunicatlc4i assured 
that the discontent wenld be deep and wide. The 
enforced arrest in Che development of the Indian economic 
eyslem further aggravated tbc sitoalion. The break 
up of Uogbai feudalism m»uld, in normal circumstances, 
have led to the evolution of Indian capitalism. British 
capitalism served as a progressive force so far as it 
helped to destroy the prevailing order. It ceased 
to be progreadve when it rtalsled, as is its own interest 
it was bound to. the free development of capitalism 
in India. The compromise through which It effected 
its purpose was the creatioo of an extremely strong 
middle class. It intended that this bourgeoisie should 
help in the distriburioQ of British goods over the iri>oIe 
of India and still remain content with a mere fraction 
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of tbe profil» earned British c»pital. Thb tbe new 
bou^eoisie soott refused to do. It deroaiMjcd not 
only & lar^ sh&re in the profits but aiso a share In 
the British political and cultural beota^ Drawn from 
an ev«r-wideciaf sphere, it not only calculated goods 
but also ideas, la time its menUlity became the 
dominsAt factor in Indian social lile. 

The unbalanced growth of the middle classes is 
perbsps the most significant fact of modem India. 
Middle classes all over the world are restless, critical 
and individQSlistic, From the nature of the case, 
they axe economically onstahle. Implied by the urge 
to move upward into the ranks of the capitaliats, 
many of them are yet fated to relapse into the ranlea 
of the proletariat. They feel they have to maintain 
a standard of respectability which is often beyond 
their means. This constant ecoaomic stnt^le colours 
their whole outlook on life. The aristocrat is so sure 
of his own standing that he feals no need to assert ft. 
The proletariat abo is apt to accept his lot. The middia 
classes refuse to be cootent and are often agreesive, 
self*asertive and loud. They seek to justify themselvee 
by criticising others. 

This temper of oiticum in the middle classes ey te ids 
not only to other groups or claysea but also to them* 
selves. For one thing, the middle chases can never 
be a homogeneous group. No social class is fully 
homcfeneous, but siratiAcation is even more marked in 
the case of the middle classes. At one extreme are 
those who just escape being proletariats. At the 
other are those who are hardly distinguishable from 
capitalists. Nowhere therefore is social snobbery so 
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rampant as among middle classes. Every one 
is ttwH jealous of every one else. IndividuaJisct 

runs to excese and threatens to become a disease. The 
enlugemeni of the middle classes is. therefore, always 
a signal for tbe dimtefration of tbe old sodal order. 

induesice of the West has also in other ways 
accelerated the process of social change In India. The 
results have been at times paradouc&l. The European 
social system with its divergence from Indian modes 
shook people's faith in the mevitabihty of any particular 
system. Repeated incur^os of new races Into India 
have compelled coAtinual adjustments from the earliest 
timsa. The adaptive tendencies were however opposed 
by conservative force*. Threatened by war and at 
times alien forces, society grow a emit of orthodoxy 
as a saeasDre of defence. The demands of a changed 
situation were opjMscd by a blind adherence to the past. 
Sodal progrees and social inertia often worked at cross 
poiposes. The lack of adeqoate eomimiiucatioiis 
weigfated the scale in favour of conservatism, but vrith 
the improvement in the means of intercourse, the 
tendency towards change and progre ss was accelerated. 
This helped not only in the drculatton of goods, but 
also in that of ideas. Towns were brought rteam the 
vUlsges. Xlrbao areas are always centres of nonconfor* 
mity. scepticism and experiment. Villages are 
comparatively placid, ciadnlous and orthodox. Tbe 
impact of the towns on the villages has shaken tbe 
complacence of craditicoal modes of life. 


j. Eternal versus Momentary 

T hk IMCSEA91NC ifitenut; of th« economic 
9tru|:gle has also helped to disturb the mood of 
cootsnied acceptance. The old and easy ways ol life are 
|;oae. Hereditary occupations can do len|er guaivtiae 
the iodividoaJ susteaasce or comlort. New types of 
oBployment attract men from all coraounltiQs and 
castes. The impersonality of the town has made ieter* 
course between different froups easier. We are today 
vitnessiag a silent revolotion taking place before out 
very eyes. Old moral Ideas are changing beyond r^ 
cognition. Caste^^ftea regarded aa the bedrock of 
Hindu society—is ibalf breaking down. The eld economic 
standards are geoe. Changes in the material conditioss 
of exist en c e are bringing about profound changoa in 
the mental outlook as well. 

The impact of Europe has also forced upon India 
a new view of life and conduct. European modes 
of thooght have been predominantly ezperimentaj. 
This has been in direct conflict with prevailing mode* 
of thought In India. The worldly and pragmatic aspects 
of Hindu thought faded long ago. Even Islam haa 
lost its militant rationalism in the Indian setting. 
European science on the other band concerns itaeli with 
phenMncna. It has sought to measure, understand and 
control what can be obsoved. The transcendental has 
been denied or at least ignored in its reckoning. 
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likdia's concern with the eierml has thus beea eoa- 
Ironted with British preoccopatna with the momentary. 
India has ignored the present. Britain olcea neglects 
the future. For (he BngUshman. sufficient unto the 
day is the evil thereof. He has neither the rnind nor 
the time to think of future misery. The Indian on 
the other hand tries to think beforehand cf aU contin- 
gandea. In hts anxiety to av^ future risks, be often 
lets present opportunity slip. India boasts of her 
and logic^ foredght. Britain takes pride m her 
capacity to muddle through. India's indifference to 
preseoi misery In the hope of future reward has found 
in the British attitude its direct antithesis. The triumph 
of the worldly and experimental attitude of the British 
has made Indians question and re-examine the trend 
and basis of th«r own thought. 

llM frtr-iai flexibUity whkb is beginhing to be evident 
oo ail sides is orte expresslan of a growing emptrical 
outlet. This was precisely what India lac ke d at the 
time ol Europe’s advent. A rigid dogmatism bad 
taken the place of easy adaptation to changing oicom- 
stances. Adaptation is the law of life and can be 
resisted only at peril of death. Lees of adaptability 
meant the los of power to survive. Indian society 
under the later Uughals was therefore threatened 
with internal dcaslcatlon. The viciocy of Europe was 
only an ootward symbol of inner decay. Impact of 
European modes shattered the old rigidity and com- 
peDad a revaluation of old standards. European 
ld* a l ? were very different and could not yet be lightly 
dismissed m view et their daasUng triumph. The 
clash of idea l s engendered an attitude of enquiry and 
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criuciara, thoogh its obj«cUv«a are y«t uscerUin 
indcAnite. 

Queatiooa ut tbe cutting edg« ol koowiedge. Without 
eftqiury there cas be oo growth. Questio n s and enquiry 
are thenlore sseoUsIly the mark of yeaih. The restora¬ 
tion of a critical spirit has thus iMsat a rejuveeattoa of 
India. Rejuvmstioo its attendant dajigera. Adol- 
esceace tends to deny every^ng it finds. It dreams 
of shaping the world enow. It docs not discrininate 
between whet to preserve and wbat to r^ecl of its 
social heritage. Its oriticiain is often diieeted at the 
externals while the fondamCDtal weakceses Tamain 
untouched. Rej uvenation may exhibit adolescent charac' 
teristics in an even more marked degree. 

li (he ferment in Indian life is net to dqmteiate 
Into oiere anarchy, our problems must be ^proacbed 
in a s^t of calm and searching analysis. Reason 
alone can build a heritage lor the delight and pride 
of futuK generations out of the cmnbliog ruins of the 
Indian past. Tbe role of reason is tbe more important 
because of tbe extraneous factors that have intervened. 
Consciousness of polidcal subjugation mads our 

people peculiarly susceptible to offence. Uisinteipreta* 
tioa of Indian history has created misundefstanding 
and bitlemee among tbe conunuruties. Cntiosm which 
is perfectly justified is often resented because of the source 
from which it emanates. The confusion of rtnaissance 
and revivalism further complicatee tbe picture. Com* 
munalism and extreme radicalism are blended to charge 
the atmosphere with pasuon and prejudice. 

^nd rejection of the West is today tbe prevalent 
temper of an important section of Indian society. This 
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VM a natural reaction from iU blind imitatioo in tbe put. 
The deaiel of a vroog is sot however equivalent to the 
assertion of the right. Blind and indiaerirainate denial 
of the West would hinn India more than the Went. 
ValiKS of great importaiKe to India stand in dai^ai 
of V» iT » g unneceesailly saeriheed. If this tendency 
holds, TfiiHifl Biay •pin be dbaodated from the general 
current of the dviHsatioii of the world. DisocUdon 
means isolation and isolation stagnatioc. India can 
attempt disscciatioB from the massive fflarcb of world 
forces only at her peril. 

Nor would such an attempt at putting the clock 
succeed. In the modem world of interlacmg coooectiona, 
isolation is imposvhle. Attempted isolation will only 
lead to economic and political disaster. ^ 

being 4 conscious and active pnrtidpant in world process¬ 
es, India ^w>iild then become a plaything of forces over 
ahichshewonid havens controL Itiseasyto understand 
the reluctance of the average Indian patriot to accept the 
values of the West. Tb him they must bring memoriss of 
coltnral imperialism and national humiliation. To deny 
the superiority of the West where the West is in fact 
supai tor is neither sensible nor safe. Kor is it of any use 
to exalt Indian elements simply because they are Indian. 
Infermi^ complex often expr es s es Itself through 
an exaggerated aaserticin of supeiority. A ccep ta sce 
of values wherever found and their absorption in (he 
national heritage is the surest sign of national health 
and sanity. 



€. Art <md Literature 


M o D B K M lodk looked At tke West through English 
specucks. It is tbeietee thoiight 

which h&s {vimtriJy nfloenw^l os, « «t most. Western 
thought so far as h lies been aaimflated aod tni»mtt«d 
by the BhtbL It ss often saai that the gnetest gift 
of England to Xodsa has been tl» T-ng***** lai^uage 
and litentura. That (his » largdy tme cs4ii»ot be 
rienifid British intoeacn m oor dnaa, batata and sodal 
enstoiBS has been amalL The duages vronght in our 
iptiHWfnai 4od apiri t ea l uake^p bave m the other 
hand been tarfcnchifig. 

It is true that the Rngfch bnguage has ^vea ns 
some access to other Enmpeaa fateratora. Bnc we 
ha^ so emphasised tbe importance of famish th at 
we tend to tmdaiate everything Other Earopeas 
litentwes have their own chancterietka. They do 
not eaaly bO into Out eSorts to 

apply to them Engiwh tests therefore tail We eran 
try to look at Eastern liter a t nws with En^isb eyes. 
The results are at thus both pathetic and groteqaa. 
We for ge t that we can never folly Ffigjjjh in 

ont tboQght, sentiment and ooUoek. At bed ws can 
only be c cea e Enghshoiai and imitators an 

debarred iran gitirensh ip of the world. 

One pecoliaiity of tbe British ngfamce nay be noted 
here. Tbe British asn in their «— hafcats and pTcntw.! 
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iel&tioo& one cf tbt most reserved peoples of tHe world. 
The ptdefmetic Bn^lishman has become proverbial. 
CauboB aad restraint chancterise the personal and social 
hfe of Bnglisboico. Emotions are held in least and 
even suppreaed. Napoleoo saw in them a nation of 
shopkeepers who weighed out things with minute 
scales. This is however a ooe^ded picture, for the 
repnesed emoltona force an outlet m their art. PaMon 
leaps to faotaslk heights aad makes English poetry 
one of the most Intertae in the world. 

This peculiarity of British character and art has 
at times led us to a misunderstanding of literary values. 
Human ecnotioals only one of the ingredients of literature 
and not its end. The clarity which characterises literature 
m the Latin languages is rare in English, This has also 
influenced our reaelioa to peoples other than the British. 
We seek to )udg« the heartineas of AmericaJis by British 
standards of feria l propriety. We expect In French 
rationalism or Qunese economy the emotional exuberance 
found in English poetry. 

The developnent of mdigenous literatuies began even 
before the advent of the BnCisb. Bengalee poetry bad 
reaped considerable maturity under the Pathana and 
tbe Hughals. The devotional poetry of Maharashrra 
is of lasting value and interest Kabir and his foUowera 
rochod great heights in experience and expreesion. 
Ihe Ramayana of Tulsidas still remains a boosehold 
book. What the British did was to release new sodal 
forces and predpiiaie a literature that is wider in 
range and novel in s^t. 

The changes in the econornie and social stmeture 
of the country helped in this process. We have seen 
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ho« tbe cii itnCUkation wu disturbed in B«d^. 
The expensic^i of the middle cldse carried with it ea 
eicpan^n in lei&ure. It also seated both t demand 
and an opportonUy ior art. Tbe system of pennanent 
land tenure brou^t into being a middle class which 
eontinusJly grew, Economkelly it ruioed Bengal by 
discouragmg initiative and divaling capital from com' 
merce and indostiy into land. Sodally it created a 
system of vested interests which blocked the progrese 
of the country as a whole. FoUtkally it acted as a 
buffer wbieb stood betweeo the impoverished people 
and an expWdng impenalism. In (he field of art alone 
did it prove fnitfol end creative. Bengal's expanded 
uiddk classBS threw up a series of literary mc& unequalled 
in modern India and culmmatiog in a world figure like 
Rabindranath Tagore. 

The excitement of acquaintaooe with English poetry 
he^ in the flowering of Bengalee literature. Yet 
it would be too much to say that this exdtecneni by 
itself was responsible for tbe new renaissance. Tbe 
sofl was prepared by the economic, social and polftical 
change brought about by tbe invasion of Eoropeun 
npHalism. It was only in this background that the 
influence of P^t^ proved de^ve. We have 

referred to tbe inten^ty of English aes(he(ic experience 
and express. English poetry is marked, not so much 
by balance and reticence wbkh make for decorum and 
order as by an emphasb upon indisddual feeling 
and osotion. The rugged individualhra of the English¬ 
man has been noted in other fields as well. Each Englt^- 
man thinks of bis home as his castle over which he claims 
absolute sway. This individualism is also characteristic 
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oi tbs mid(ll«<lass and firitish civQiMtioa his bees 
typicallj boarj^eDA 

Tbo mtdue txpvmoo of the middle cU&s created 
eoAdltions fix' die di&mte^tion of old Trultatt mcuI 
fonoj. A new dedre lor libsrt; and a sense of revolt 
against aothority etirred the ;ouQ|«r generations. A 
new note ot mdividnaHsm, revolt and sc^^trasm was di&* 
oeniible is the national character. The new temper found 
in ^glish poetry with its eispbasis on individuel liberty 
the embodiicent of its own iaith and hope. Nowhere 
was the new ferment so strong and extensive as in Bengal. 
The poetiy of Bengal since the advent of the British 
is marked by a new note ef individualism, revolt and 
scepticisro. The note of iadividuelisai cootixmally 
deepens till the poet fdt alone in an alien universe. 
Ths paihoe and solitariness which characterise much 
of the poetry of Tagore la an eaprearioa of this spirit. 
The process continued and a stage was reached when 
the iodividua] felt separate not only from other individuals 
but lost ths unity of his own persooality. This loss 
of iategratiofl is not conAned to Beogalee poetry 
aloiM bat has its counterpart in most contemporary 
Indian art. 

The emphasis npoo the mdividual tends to loosen 
social bonds. Customs and traditions act as a cement 
which binds together the community. The condition 
for social integration is that the individual surrenders 
to the purposes ol the social group. Whan the individual 
exalts himself above society, old social patterns b^n 
to cminHc. A curious reflex of this process of social 
disintegration is often seen in a sudden efBoreeceoce of 
literature axtd art. All forms of art are the expression 


MODBSH FBBUBKT 


X5X 

of iadividnality. Tbe final condecnoalion of a work 
of art b to call it oomraonplaca or general. A social 
milieu in which tiadiUona aia aacrifleed to iodiTiduality 
tbarafora often creates the baekgroond for a flowerin|; of 
art, It is not acddenUl that the onla^emeat of the 
middle classes in India has been accompanied by an 
outburst of expenment in many fonm of art. 

It is also significant that in all modem maidfestaiiaQS 
of Indian art, there is a curious absaoce of great aRhiteo* 
ture, and one may add. great drama, Nor is this due 
to any deficiency in the Indian character. Past memorials 
testify to the feeling for beauty whi^ infonned the 
Indian mind. The complexity and intricacy ot south 
Indian tezriples are matched by their solidity and grand¬ 
eur. The wenderfol tines of the Hugbal mausoleums 
are the despair of architects all over the world. It 
is only in recent times that the ladiaa feeling lor massive 
form has to find adequate or significaot expressioa. 
The reason must be sought in the nature of architecture 
itself. We must similarly seek in the nature of drama 
the explanatioa why Indians s^o |xoduced great dranatie 
literature in the past have tailed co do so in receat yeara. 

Of all forms oi art, architectura is most depodent 
on a social feeling for beauty, the poet can Unoch 
into individual voyages after the ideal The painter 
also may achieve perfection in isolation. Uutic may 
tranasend the indi>ddqal but has its origin in individual 
e<stasy. Architecture must depend on social iactors 
at every stage. Only the co-operative endeavour of 
many can build up great ardutectural monumenta. 
Not only the master builder but his associates must 
have a feeling for craftsmanship. The whole of society 




xsz 


TBE tBPlAM BBStTACB 


musi be ififemed a oc eoeuwtt purpose &ad 
BodeAvour. It is ovij wben there hes beeD a deep 
fimtiw iwaT that afchrtcctnral iDonuiDeots 

have beea raised. 'The GctUe chorcbcs of Europe, 
the rock temjdss o< fiootb or the great mesqoes 
ot the are an viaatde s^m b ola o( a "ntiwi society 

at peace vith jtaeli. Whenever aecial solidarity has 
beea snodered, ar^techse has been the first fonn of 
art to soSer, Drama has tor reasoas flourtsbed 

only when the whole erf aanieLy >■■«< ^ 

common aad aeeepted ideais. * 


7. rA< Yeung Rebels 

A clIAKACTEftiSTiC ^ich «oiDpds atteotlon 

is cODUraponjy ladiA is tlK attitude ol defiaace 
amons (be 7 e««er geAeratwaa.* Hus U iwt confined 
to aoy f liff, caiBfliaBit 7 or aic^ K tidal wave ol 
cebeUiou 9 Mas has swept throng tbe laud tad afiected 
rr vn and wocaen in oaiy sphere «t &ie> Tbe prorecbial 
dociiity of tlK baa either already 

diaappiarcd or is diapporio^ £ist. Indian labour 
now demands and <dtcn a hgiran standard of 

life and treatiaent. tbs Indian student has lost 
the tradition of sobansBon and lespectfuhKaa Women 
are cUmonnng ior equal d^ts wftb nsen. In a 
word« tbe yvaev gmtntrm an on the nujch and 
recogmse none of the sajictioas or tbe prirflefes of 
tbe past. 

To older ^mentions aad penoosia power. (Im rejectioo 
of authority often appeals as mere turbuleoce and 
iadiseiphae. It provokes regret and at tunes borribed 
antidpetioos of India’s c kaju i y fetnre. Tbere is, how¬ 
ever. nohistorial jostificatioBiertheattitodeof tbe^der 
leneratiODS. OU peblieal ideas have cmabled. Old 
social ataadsrds have loet tbev coopeUioc force. The 
old aystem has abattoed beyond repair. 

Even rdipoo can no lon$tf fiy w i^ 4 $ ui the past. In 
every sphere of tboa^ and aetko. there is uncertainty, 
doobt and besitatwa. With oU IsadBarks swept away. 
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H b Bot surpnaa^ 7ftt4ian ymilli is rssUtts and 
ftt BTQ torboket. 

Tbe pertnAaBcfe of tbe oUer gaoejatioo k iwst however 
stras^e or naexpected. Tbey w«i« toought tip is * 
socktf based 00 the «u e t p i of aaCbocz^. Status 
governed both paBtieii aad reUtioQS ead 

staruswaslamiTtaUeastlMorderof BBtareitsdi. Even 
religioo contitboted to the toamtaiance of tbe sfdH* 
by its fjmpbaet^ cn rerelatMB ODd auKtioo. Islam's 
ivvolutieaasy democncy sbook that 'edifice of — 
and anihocTty bot coold oot it. The eapbasa 

on tbe fioaLty of rwelaCiQo ant bop^'**""***" 

within Islam iOelf. Tbe -rntfirmtirr aod aatboriusian 
tendcDC/ was still more nariMd in Chiistujuty. In 
a word, aD tbe religicms iq India ■’TmbmH to boitreas 
the aothoritinan itnetm of sooetf. Those were 
brongfat np m soeb an missed tbe silent 

and nnobtinsivv cliaiigee in tho eoiTimiidis^. It 
was only when tbe jnees was ^eet eoapteta that 
they realised with a sbeek tbe difeoice between tbe 
oM Mda and tbe oew. 

There was another t aas oa tor the pesMvHy oi the 
traditional TncHin otitle^ laperialiaB is iownpatl bte 
with the rejeetke of anthority. In Trweia the advent 
oi a new rdi^oo was accompanied by the establishment 
of a new onpve. In the eariMr paiod, the rim and 
fall of Buddhism and BrahmemeB llocttmtcd with the 
fortones of rival impenal dyeastiss. In tbe ages, 

tbe spread of Islam was teederated by tbe estaUabment 
of Muslim power in DdhL In more r f^ ^ t times, ChTi> 
tiaaity has kOovod in tbe wake ^ British 
of India. 
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Whea laUiB er Qvistiaaitj first to tf >4 ii v T w it bfr 
W a trace erf mhUty power attached to it. They, 
hcmcTCi, becaiae importaBt oolp ait« the stabUshioeot 
oi miliui 7 «fafn i ii ata>Q h; then it^fewen. Has bet 
had Che ottfortanate dfect q( eeofdai^ material aad 
spiritual fn i lw o ctt . The ioaer nKUMg of icUm 
hidden by the pefetkal machtoattofts of riral Muslim 
kifl^ Chrietiaiuiy tended to be identified irith tbe 
morahly of tbe KiCsh reMag Rriigba thus 

became associated with an haperml rtgime and no 
imperial regime an toteeale the grawth of a critiad 
intelleeraal outlook. Edncntioa the minds of 

men and determines the temper <d both mditridoals and 
society. Both tbe impeml systems have therefore 
based edo ca ti o o upon tbe Idea a cce pt- 

ance and dtscoora^ aiqniry asd cRtidsiL 
Recent years have sen a deat but peofovnd alteration 
in this beckgnnmd, Sfaenrifif d i se n ve r te ootazuded old 
methods of peodoction aod distribntioD. *[be use of 
machinery compeaed l a^n mle pco ducti o u and demand* 
«d fa^flnflg markets. A r ev cfc tk i et m the methods of 
prodoctioo was therefipce fcBmred by a revoletkc in the 
means of cammomeetioii and isterconne. Religion 
and coltwel tendencies aci j ulr ed a iww asd expanded 
mfioence. As theintechange between town and coontry 
grew, the infloeoee of (he town cootinoally increased. 
Towns on tbe wfanle have always been coitna of (ament 
and change. Increase m tbe i^ortaaee of tbe town 
therefore intn>doeed a dow dynamic in society. later* 
coarse through the railway, tbe poet cfice end eveo 
more the pristieg preae broke down eoeaal and religious 
barriers end farther mdetmined tbe emy oi authority. 
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Simultuepuly, thea^ovlh of the Hbm brou^ 

with it the prmknce of a rebdUooa aad aaafcUe coood. 
This also worked a^aiast the oU tradiHoce of authority, 
the people. epecuUy the y waggr amoog them, ^rew 
oioie respoodve to ikew aod elks i&floeaceB. Politic¬ 
al and eeoiwfaic forces operated acsioR one aaotber asd 
ifiUodoced a new dieeqaiUhnaaL The new iioperialiani 
itBttmviBH an enlarged claaa but would aot yet 

permit the growth of iDdigoMMis eapitalisoi. This 
foAdamentaJ contradktioa ijtin..ia.il itseU as the political 
disconteot of u mteDectnaDy akct D^oority. Sooa it 
pervaded the w h^ of society as a spiri t o( nnmt and 
rejectioA of old vatoea. 

'Rie ebnllieDce of spirit in cootampMaiy India is 
the re for e a symptom of the tioes. Ihe histnical foreos 
which are shspsng the destmy of India eballenge the 
aatboritarian baas el sodety as>d edoeaXiea. The 
first flush of ifiteOectoal leads to 

a evcsy sphere. Reactiotts an equally violent and 
osdlUtioQ between extremes stiD eoetsnoes onchecked. 
It is inevitable that a truiatMo from tlw attltode of 
mind based upon acceptaoee oi authority to Me based 
on reasoned equality shoeiM be narked by uncertainty, 
unrest and upheaval 

The tzansfoRMtlM is the loeviCaUe result of a loo; 
process of traamrional changes. Kor ace the changes 
sodden or acddeotal A laig period of alent aod 
noobtrusive prefurattoa went on nnaotieed. The 
change when il came dmrkrd ody those whose menial 
and social habits had becone We mutt not. 

howerer, exaggerate the extent c4 the ehaogo. Social 
baMts are changjog, bot sooaJ beUefs ace still largely 
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unchuged. Ttae attitude oi aitidso and inleDectul 
examioatioo is stfll extensve nthtr thea mterwve. 
Hcdtfo aoode wii^ with a rtvhr aejstic 

Coatemporaiy indiau ttifaV . ieel eAd act 
smoltaiteMsly on wvr^ p^■lw The put, the pweent 
and the fotore «« tdiiped in sttang* pettems that 
'bafle aoalyeis and ondosteAdiAg. 



8. Renaissance and Revivalism 


T he cokfosich ctf narifinaHgH with obKonat- 
isn lA BMden i»wIm oA«d attracted ootice. A 
pJitiflftmenoa sttQ hmcf cvioos ia tbe 
oi doctrinaire with scdaiun gfmm wiiiw 

of an exUeiM type. The jortKe 

fofus the basis ol aQ sodafat tbeociea. 1a India this 
is ahstracted from its own and distorted to 

soft the porpoee of vested iateiests who nsa comomnai 
pasrioA to serve their own Olds. The plea for eommuaism 
no loQfsr serves sa a een^ntin; VhM to knit together 
the Farions sections of es^ated dasses. Tluongh 
intraaioQ of csttiaeoQS rchgiMS considaatiocs. rt bacomes 
instead a guarantee fee Tjy iniqoities of 

the existag social c edar . 

Renii*stnce and rwiealism are tbaefose ralsog at 
cron p uf pcees in modBn ladi^ TndidoBil moorings 
have been destroyed. The fani» attrti^ ct acceptance 
can no longer serav as basis ef India’s Ilia. The 
^ seenrity of hie has been shafteied. With H have 
gone the old and ideals of hfe. The growing 

ioter*Uoag of meU afiain r ento s all attempts at 
maiaCenance of isrdatioa os aqaanimity fntik. Men 
with wb«n we ndthes have nev can have any personal 
contact determine the coorsas of oor hie. Dedaioas 
wjneh have nothing to do with oor I ngiie s demands 
dec i de between Ufe and death for ns. It la wonder 
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there sbonld be nxmst end erea 

indhcirBne aswrn iH wrtio— of tbe pMpte. 

UnKSt asd fttment an t bqriu e chancteristk of 
coatemporaiy in>Ma- dn on fbe 

mtfcb. Her ideab ban sot yet bees defined bat there 
oreeveiTvdteretbeetirrBifeofasewbBtb. Far*reachio( 
changes in the Indian sene have taken place throoghout 
the asoat and the aiedxoal pnrioda. Ibey did not 
however oeate the impcerria of the sraderisg of 
the old ties. Changes wfa^ have takn place donng 
the last two centtttMS. and tspedally witids the 
last three or fov decade* ere boiwver of an alto* 
gether different order, lliejr «>**" aim^ef onnlated 
to the peat ead beer ell the vtariB of an entirely new 
beginning. 

Tbe inifirciiicm of ntUr noveltr b no deobt wrong. 
Present are the enkmoaboo of t process that 

began long ego ead hes penwtrd throngb centuries. 
Neverthdes the im|atthio n of kreek with tbe pest 
oanset be denied Nor b thb pecnKtr to India alone. 
Changes whkh have vcuni td dnag the bit three 
Or loot centaacs have a gieetcx difWeace to 

bosun life and coUore tbao tiae chu^ tHiieb oceuired 
in the whole of fac e i o tB r ecorded bbtory. In fact, 
the pecc oi change has been aee^entad at a terrifjrlng 
rate the ^* y wMftg of thb caRiiy, 

The Boden period has not oaiy seen iccderated 
changes, it has seoi oaifieetioQ on a sole and degree 
sever exponeseed befiwe. Tboe have been many 
civilisatioas before, bet chtfe has hardly ever been a 
world dvihsalka. Asciait Indian dviHsatioo was prim* 
anly the ccceerB <d India. Reoaa dvihaatioa was 
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C4ji»fin«»l mainly to the M««iitejT*xi«aii b«^. Chines* 
edvitestion bad little influeace onl^e its imioediate 
orbit. In spite of it* wider sppread, eveo Aiab civilbalion 
was T^jonal rather than terrestrial. In fact, the material 
conditioTtt tor a truly world dvilisafton did not exist. 
With the conqutft of nature, condidoas have tor the 
flfst time been created tor a civilisation that can funettoo 
on a global scale. 

The most notable leatort of this global civlisaUoo 
b the passion for social jnstice. It tballeng^ the sway 
of expWtattorv and imperialism. It attacks sodal 
inequality and inequity at Ibeit very base. Its 
instnunenl of attack is the machine which liberates 
humaB energy and create* Ihe pcaribility of leisure 
far every human mdividoal The enslavement of nature 
for the firat time In Wstoo' mahea unnecessary the 
eoslavcnenl of rtvtn. All inleUectually alert and 
women dream of a new order of society. This tvew 
vision is the jwult of man's new-fauad control over 
the forces of nature. 

The cnnirol over the forces of nature has opened 
out visles that were beyond man's wildest dreams m 
farmer limes. The poorest citiaen today has at his 
command resoorces that were denied to the proudest 
potentetes of the world. The common man cas enjoy 
a standard of life whkh was beyond the reach of the 
most powerful of king*. Luxuries of former tiroes 
have become the bareet neceasUies of today. And 
all this can be achieved « a truly world scale. The 
extension In scope and opportunity botda not only 
within eounlrie* but among countries as well. What 
was fonnerly the prerogarive of a small section in a 
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particulw OMUtrf is tod^ STtflable fcr tbe wliok oi 
msnkind all over ths sterid. 

PYh*MW>B of Qviluatioe is poteiuiaUy world'wids 
todaj but so abo as dwmer to cmiuaHon. FonDeiIy« 
tbe decline at a dvflisadoii naazd Um <<**-tf»** of a ssetion 
withua CAS eooacry. Tbaro was possibility tbat 
othftf saerioQS inthal cDonay or atleastin cathst coirntrisa 
would talu ap the mxh of dvflisstion aad maintsiii 
buman progress. Throogh tbs ioeresMag coo^oasl of 
space and tiiDa. ravolatiosivy ebajigs ia the methods of 
ws^sre aod attach traoslorsalMO ia the mesas aj>d 
scale of prodoetWA and dssCribatioa, and the grotnug 
i&C^ratioo of (he social aod *'‘«***^^ lift of different 
regions of the werid. that poeahiEty has totky dis* 
appeared. One weeU is io the pre ceas of esUMishmeat 
if it has not already been wt e bHtfwd . Its fate is also 
therefore boned to be ooe. Like Ireedocn and peaee» 
progress for tbe vorid is al» today iadivisMs. 

CooffkU grow out of a eease of wrong. 1( tbe roots 
of cooffict are net ranored. the nhde structure of 
world eivUisalioQ nnst cone down with a tnsh. T«o 
world ware io the comse of twauy-fivc years are a sharp 
remitter ot that danger. They have aheedy shown how 
ifflperialiain. in spite of fnAtk sdeavont alter cofiipro* 
raise, caonec deUeve a permanent eqmhbritim. Eeonoouc 
exptoitatMoandtbe attendant eeam of wrong aio inbeiaot 
in the natnra of in^terialism. they eanaot be removed 
without tbe liquidetioQ of impfriillvn itaelf. The 
ideab of josCice aod tlu need for sorvival combine in 
demanding a new enentaliop of society. 

lodinn is the first step towards socb 

reorientation. Dependent In^ means not only servile 
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lodU but sullen Indi*. It niMns the lailue to utilise 
ber vest materlkl eod bumao monrcce. A striu^t 
eeaoomy t" • dietorbed sodety. Indian society 
is today explosve because of the sthn^eacy of ber 
economy. What appears on tbs surface as commaoal 
or provincial jealousy and discord arc at bottom eflons to 
Survive. India’s industries bava been deetroyed. I&diao 
a{r(CQltuxe caoAot support ber increasing; population. 
Service alone seeau to odor security and comfort, There 
is therefore an unbaaltby competition In muring service 
as a siMaa to lurvlvi]. la tbs strufgla fer exist^e, 
evsry iodlvldua] and group uses the weapens readiest at 
hud. Vested Interests can squeeze out luxury even 
out of the existing rsgims. A laUllonaJre «batovsr 
his.raes or colour can always command tbs good tbings 
of Ufa Coraniunal cries serve to divert the attention 
of lbs exploited massM from glaring inequUtlea. Con* 
nuaalisra is the last dsfsnco of veeted interests. 

AtieaUon may be thus diverted from glaring avUs 
but the problems an not solved. Communal passions 
rankle la the nlsd. Social tlse are loosened. The 
ordar and dseorum built up through centurise of 
effort and restraint are endangered. Civil society 
>4 like an embankment that contains the surging 
Me. So long as the embaakmeet bofds^ the tides 
rags In vain. Once there is the slightest fissure, not 
only is the whole embankment threatened but also 
the conntryddo it protects, ^mllarly with the restraints 
built up by dviUsatioB. Ooee they are loosened, tbs 
way of life they protect is la danger. What may start 
as s cocanuoal riot ends as civil strife. Civil strife soon 
develops into intenutional war. With tbe modem 
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weapom ot imtTKtka, vid <I**th, utcruktioiuj w« 
ptes^es the end ot hureui choIiHtioa ittelf. 

The pfoblem ot Indiao odepeadaoce u thereiore no 
feager e problem to India alone. The cwtmw of world 
eveate beats oa India's ehores. She is eai^ht In tb« 
movement towards unity and iotepation and cannot 
escape her fate, PobiUal sub^u^tioo however maka 
her mere a pasalve object for world forces than an active 
B^ent on tba world seaoe. This U instinct with danger to 
herself and the world. It is a thrat to world peace 
as bar aubjugatloe and exploitation tempt powm other 
than her exploiter. It Ii full of danger to hemeU u it 
pnveats her full, free and natural devekipment. Sup* 
praaaed and embittered, aha la not only full of coiU^ieta 
within haraalf but a source of Infection to ths world 
outalda. A free and poaoefu] India would be a butkin 
for world peace. Kot only would she slaUUse and secure 
tba ferment in A^a and AJrka but also throw her 
powerful weight on tbs side of forces working to 
global peace. 

With her complex and oontinnoua cultnre of oiany 
ceaturiea, India has rich gUts to offer to the world. 
The impect of the W«ai bes ewakmed her from agelong 
slumber. A r>ew spirit of youth braethee in her encient 
limbs. New queetions stir in tba depth of her consdous* 
naaa. The aluh between the eestera and tba wwtara 
outlook provokes b her a oaw nligtoua and social awaken* 
isg. There are not only new ^uais to spiritual tivth 
but also new relaxations of old sodil tyrannies. Through* 
out the nineteenth century, one Rfoirosr aft« another 
appeared on the Indian scene. Their influence hu 
however rtmsined on the surface and never penetrated 
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le tbe depths o< ladies lite. The ufoe story is repested 
in the p^tlcel isd eeonomie fields. Tlie old pertems 
Jitve been destroyed, bat m yet there is so gauftstee 
& new and reeptendent birth. 

la the field of art alone has contemporary India built 
up aemerlals worthy of ber past. Art is. however, 
•asastlaUy a qoaat of tbe individual io the 
solilarineM of bis spirit. Architecture or the theatre, 
where art Is communal, remains unborn in modern India. 
Evan la palntio^ and poetry, the solitary spirit tires 
tl It cannot continually replenish lie enercy from the 
depths of the racial mind. Indian poetry and painting 
flourish like the cactus on the ahallow beds of earth on 
the hlll*aldas. They are brilliant but remain exotic 
and strike no roots In tbs people’s soul. 

Tbe failure ol In^a to attain her peiae U most marked 
lA the realms of phUoaophy. PbUoeophy oxsmirvea tha 
poatulatas ol exialin^ baliefs. It subjects to scrutiny 
the esiebllshsd bases of dvillsatlon. In a word, it is 
man’s criticism of the preeuppoelcione of his own faith. 
For pbUoaophy to flourish thera most be an astablished 
civlUsation and culture. Where civilisation is in tha 
proceaa of disiniegratlon and caltuia in the melting pot. 
it would be idle to expect philosophy to devebp, ’fhe 
paudty of Indian phlloaophy in the last three or four 
centuries la evideiice of the sterility of Indian culture 
aad dvUisstlon during that period. 

There are however ri^ns of a aew Hrth on all sides. 
*1118 ferment and unrest in all spheres of Indian life and 
thought are evidence that a d«w world Is tahing shape. 
Stars must collide and break into fragments before a 
new Sun can be bom. Ancient India was remarkable 
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for ber spirit of systbesis tnd teeondbatioB. The moden 
voiicl is ioetiiKt with tbe urge of a new arid inparieot 
life. To tbs old tradition of unity of life bsa bees added 
the aevr demand of equality and justice. Old valoea 
and new nust dash in India before a new humanity can 
emerge. This ancient arena of the world is again the 
battle-fteld of oonflloting torcoe. Young men in India 
must play their part worthily in (hat process. They 
must preserve elements of value from Iba decaying 
civilisations of the past. They must formulate the 
new demands of the emerging world dvilisation. Tbelni 
is the taale of achieving a new synthsals in which the 
heritage of tbe andent. tho medieval and the modem 
world will be reconoUed and enriched. 
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Postscript 

W t T a th« &dv«nt of indepeodsnee t n«v cbtpler 
hu b«fvn Is IndlA’i long »tory. For almoct eiae 
c«nturiMt>ifl pro«M of growth moog the Hindu* wd the 
Muilim* we* one of eontect, &**lmil*tion end »yDth«ei*. 
The fim efiect of the entry of the Wot we* to start* pro- 
ceM of dia*oe(*tlon between the two consmunitiei. The 
common culture built op through * mUlennium leamed 
to be In danger of dliMiutlon. Among both Hindu* 
end MueUme» there wai an attempt to reauKitate the 
original form and pattern of their reepeclive culture*. 
Thi* wu encoar&god->eem*tine* conedeuily, perhape 
more often uncoAMieuily—by th* Brliiah ruler* of the 
day. A* the day of Indian freedom drew nearer, the 
hope* and fean of the two eommunlile* were aggravated. 
We need not go into tbo troubled end ecrry hUtory of 
the conflict* and intrigue* of recent decad». It b 
enough to uy that they ultimately led to a pwtition of 
tho country and th* emergence of two *eperat* Slate*. 

The kllent revolution which tue been taMng place 
in India for the la*l hundred yeein or mere culminated 
in the acbievement of political Independence. The 
whole of thb period wa* characterised by unreet and 
ferment. Sometuctf. the new awakening found expres* 
*jon in mere revolt against all accepted standerde. 
Sometunes, it expressed itself in works of art or move- 
mcot* of religioofi ot social refom. ConnnOD to all 
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manifesiations Ku b«eQ a spint of enquiry, if not leTolt. 
Sucb discontent was in itself evidenca that t new birth 
was taking place. 

The process of fement, unre&t and di^tegration has, 
if anything;, been enhanced since the attaimnent of 
independence. The sticrin^ of the spirit which brought 
abODt independence has oot ceased. Kevr equilibria-- 
whether in the politictl, the aconomic or the 
field—have oot yet been est^>lished. There are neve^ 
tbeleas indications that the ramarkable spirit of syntbttis 
and conciliation anbibUed by India in the past Is stiU 
active. In the past, her toleration was at tiiOM izw 
distiogolahable from passivity and quittcence. Modem 
India is mstmet with the urge of a new and impatient 
life. Everywhere there are the stirrings of a new world. 

India's economic life is being recortstroeted from 
ita very base. In place of the economy of want which 
has prevailed till now, India is seeking to MtabUsh an 
economy of plenty who? everyone may serve according 
to his capactiy and receive according to his needs. 
India has leant trom the experieoce of wtttem Eorope 
under Uisstx fairt and of eastern Europe under 
centralised dictatorship. For herself, she is seeking 
to establish a balanced economy where there will bo 
scope for both pgblle planning and private initiative. 
More and more of the iMsic industries are to be brought 
under oatfonal ownership and controL A wide field 
of secondary and tertiary industries dealing with 
coruumptioD goods is however to be left to the private 
sector. India Is thus seeking to establish a mixed 
economy. Simultaneously, she is experimenting bow 
8inall«al« and cottage industries can be fitted into 
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4 pka which provides for the produclion of power 
and capital foods under factory cooditiobL 

Politically, India baa elected to be a democratic 
Republic. Liberty of speech and icdoo, thoojhl and 
belief is goaranteed to aH dtitens. Ineqoalltia Used on 
pcivilefe are being liquidated. Till conditions of equality 
are eatablisbed, special measures are beiiig a^pted 
to help the nnderpnvilefed. Tbe people are becominf 
iweasiogly conscious of their dignity and obligations. 
The State seeks to provide welfare services while 
guaranteeiog the freedom of the individual Equal 
concern for general welfare and Indhddaal liberty is 
characteristic of India's internal aflairs. lie coni' 
bioAtioD of tbe two ideals is her meat signiBcant 
eontributioQ to (ortign polky. India's mteniational 
importance is due to widespread reccgniUoii that such 
a patten is an argent need of the raodern world. 

Developments m the field of politics and osoosics 
are important. Tbe resurgence of Indian arts and 
crafts has also led to intensive activity in many fi eld s. 
Old cultural contacts are being revived and new ones 
formed. Tbe most significaiit expression of rmorgeot 
India Is however to be found in ber attempt to recons* 
truct her rural life. For centuris solhlog changed 
in the villages. Immediately before tbe attainroeat 
of independence, coaditioas in villages were at times 
iadistifiguishable from conditions three Ibousand years 
ago. Today there is a coVwmt effort to tnnsfoRB the 
entire countryside. Roads are being buili iriwre oooe 
existed before, Sebo^ have been opened in remote 
areas for the first time in recorded history. Irrigation 
is bringing water and new life to mllUoQS of acres of 
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pwehed Uod. tnd saidtiry services sre for the 

first time heing pleooed Od a national scale. Evoy 
efiert is b«ag made to »««>><» up for the neglect from 
which villages have suffered for centuries. 

New modes ot cultivation, new fonns of irrigation, 
new tfilitiW for commuaiesdoA and transport, new 
and better schools and hospitals are litersJJy transforming 
the countryside before our very ayes. 

Significant as these developments are. what gives 
then still greater vahia is the spirit in which the 
people are responding to the challenge of new tasks. 
Programmes of reconstructioo have do doobt often 
beea initiated by tbe State, but the volome of response 
from the people has bean massive. In tbe past, there 
Has generally been a tendency to look to tbe authorities 
for all seestnes of reform. Today, the people them* 
selves are increasingly taking the initiative in formulation 
as well as encution of schenM. A new upsurge of hie 
is swee^ng through rwal and urbw areas. Tbe inertia 
assodated with the village has vanished. In village and 
town, the andent people of India are again on the 
march towards a new goal of social security, social 
jostice and individual self-realisation. 


X$ Avgust. 1955 
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